Why Patio Doors Let Texas Heat Sneak In

When a patio door starts leaking air, the damage is not just comfort. It can undo a lot of the work your HVAC

system is trying to do during a long Texas heat wave.

Most of the time, the problem is not the glass itself. It is the perimeter around the frame, the threshold, the
meeting rails, or the weatherstripping that Coppell door installation has flattened, shrunk, or simply worn out

over time.

The combination of sun, expansion, and long cooling cycles is what turns a modest air leak into a daily

annoyance.

An experienced patio door replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Where Patio Door Drafts Usually Start

A draft around a patio door rarely comes from just one place. More often, there are two or three small failures

working together, and that is why a quick visual check does not always solve the problem.

Start at the perimeter. Worn weatherstripping, gaps at the latch side, and compressed seals are common failure

points, especially on doors that get heavy use.

Next, check the threshold and the bottom track. Sliding doors often leak there because debris, wear, or a slightly

uneven floor keeps the panel from sitting where it should.

For French doors, the issue may be the astragal, the latch side, or the inactive door not pulling tight enough. Even

a door that closes can still leak if the hardware is loose or the strike plate is off by a little.

Sometimes the leak is a symptom of frame movement. Once the opening changes shape, the door and frame

stop aligning the way they did when they were first installed.

Repairs That Often Help Before A Full Replacement

Not every draft means the door has to go. In many homes, the problem can be reduced with a few

straightforward repairs if the door is fundamentally in decent shape.

Start with cleaning. Dirt in the track, dust packed into the sill, and debris around the seals can keep the door from

closing tightly. That is a simple fix, but it matters more than many homeowners expect.

If the weatherstripping looks tired, replace it. Once it has hardened or compressed, it will not recover enough to

seal properly.

Alignment matters. If the rollers or hinges are off, the door can miss the frame by just enough to create a steady
draft.

Use caulk where it belongs, not as a catch-all fix. It can seal gaps at the exterior trim, but it will not correct a

crooked frame or worn weatherstripping.

How To Decide Between Weatherstripping And Replacement
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At some stage, repairs stop being practical. If the door continues to leak after the obvious fixes, the unit may be

too worn, warped, or out of square to seal well again.

When several symptoms show up together, the cost of chasing each one can exceed the value of a new, better-

sealing door.

Modern doors are built to handle heat and sun better than older models. Better seals and improved glazing help
reduce the strain on your cooling system.

In older homes, especially where movement and weather exposure have taken a toll, replacement is often more

dependable than another round of temporary fixes.

How To Prevent New Leaks From Coming Back

After the draft is fixed, ongoing maintenance is what keeps it fixed. Texas weather is hard on doors, and the same

conditions that caused the problem in the first place will try to bring it back.

A short seasonal inspection is usually enough. Check the seals, clean the track, verify that the door closes

smoothly, and make sure the latch still pulls everything snugly together.

Weatherstripping and caulk are valuable, but they are not magic. If the frame has shifted or the panel has

warped, sealing materials alone will not solve the problem.

For Texas homeowners, the practical goal is simple: keep the hot air outside, keep the conditioned air inside, and

stop paying for a leak you can feel every day.



