Planning a family outing to the Submarine Force Library and Museum in Groton, Connecticut, can be both
exciting and educational. Home to the legendary USS Nautilus, this destination offers one of the most
memorable military history experiences in New England. Whether you call it the USS Nautilus Museum, the
Nautilus Museum, or the naval submarine museum Groton CT, this attraction blends history, technology, and

adventure in a way that appeals to both children and adults.

Below are 100 practical family tips to help you make the most of your visit.

Why Families Love This Museum

The submarine force library and museum is more than a traditional museum. It gives visitors a chance to learn
about undersea warfare, naval innovation, and submarine traditions while stepping into the world’s first
nuclear-powered submarine, the USS Nautilus. Families often visit while exploring southeastern Connecticut, and
many also refer to it as the nautilus museum Groton Connecticut or even the nautilus museum New London

because of its proximity to the region.

100 Family Tips for a Smooth and Enjoyable Visit

naval submarine museum groton ct

Before You Go

1. Check the museum'’s official hours before leaving home.
2. Arrive early for easier parking.
3. Confirm whether the USS Nautilus is open for tours that day.
4. Review any security requirements in advance.
5. Bring a photo ID if required for adults.
6. Explain to children that this is both a museum and a historic military site.
7. Wear comfortable walking shoes.
8. Dress in layers because indoor and outdoor temperatures may vary.
9. Pack water for before or after your visit.
10. Plan at least two to three hours for a relaxed experience.

Getting There and Arrival

11. Use GPS, but double-check the exact Groton address.

12. Look for signage for the nautilus museum once you enter the area.
13. Park carefully and note your location.

14. Bring a stroller only if needed, since some spaces are tight.

15. Visit restrooms before starting the tour.

16. Take a family photo outside near the entrance.

17. Pick up maps or visitor guides if available.

18. Ask staff about the best route for families with young kids.

19. Review museum rules with children right away.
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20. Encourage kids to look for naval symbols and insignias as they enter.

Touring the Museum Galleries

21. Start with the introductory exhibits for context.

22. Let children lead the pace when possible.

23. Read exhibit labels aloud for younger visitors.

24. Point out how submarines changed over time.

25. Discuss why submarines were important in U.S. History.

26. Look for models that help explain submarine design.

27. Encourage older kids to take notes or photos where allowed.
28. Compare life at sea with life at home.

29. Use the exhibits to introduce STEM topics.

30. Pause often so children do not feel rushed.

Exploring the USS Nautilus

31. Prepare kids for narrow passageways aboard the USS Nautilus.

32. Wear shoes with good grip for metal flooring.

33. Watch your head in low-clearance areas.

34. Let children imagine what daily life was like for sailors.

35. Show them sleeping quarters to discuss limited space.

36. Point out the control room and explain its purpose.

37. Talk about teamwork aboard a submarine.

38. Mention that the USS Nautilus Museum preserves an extraordinary part of naval history.
39. Remind kids not to touch restricted equipment.

40. Move slowly so everyone can absorb the details.

Making It Fun for Children

41. Turn the visit into a scavenger hunt.

42. Ask kids to count periscopes, bunks, or control panels.

43. Challenge them to find their favorite exhibit.

44. Encourage questions about how a submarine dives and surfaces.
45. Let them guess how many sailors lived onboard.

46. Ask what part of the submarine they would want to work in.

47. Compare submarine meals to meals at home.

48. Talk about what sailors might miss most while deployed.

49. Use age-appropriate language for military topics.

50. Celebrate curiosity rather than trying to cover everything.

Learning Opportunities

51. Discuss the science behind underwater travel.



52. Explain buoyancy using simple examples.

53. Introduce the concept of nuclear propulsion carefully and clearly.

54. Highlight the role of innovation in submarine history.

55. Connect exhibits to school subjects like math, history, and engineering.

56. Discuss maps, oceans, and global missions.

57. Ask children why communication underwater can be challenging.

58. Use the library aspect of the submarine force library and museum as inspiration for future reading.
59. Encourage teens to think about military careers, engineering, or public service.

60. Talk about how museums preserve national memory.

Understanding Submarine Traditions

61. Ask staff or read displays about submarine traditions.

62. Explain the importance of discipline and routine onboard.

63. Look for references to patrols, rank, and service life.

64. Talk about symbols like dolphins worn by qualified submariners.
65. Discuss camaraderie among crews.

66. Explain why privacy was limited underwater.

67. Help children appreciate the sacrifices of service members.

68. Compare submarine traditions with traditions in your own family.
69. Emphasize respect when discussing military service.

70. Encourage kids to reflect on bravery and responsibility.

Practical Family Comfort Tips

71. Bring snacks for after the visit, not inside restricted areas.

72. Take breaks between exhibits if kids seem tired.

73. Keep little ones close in narrow spaces.

74. Use simple safety reminders before boarding the submarine.

75. If someone in your group dislikes confined spaces, prepare an alternate plan.
76. Be patient if lines form for entry.

77. Avoid overpacking bags for easier movement.

78. Carry hand sanitizer.

79. Make time for gift shop browsing at the end.

80. Set a meeting point in case your group separates.

Taking Photos and Making Memories

81. Check photo policies before snapping pictures.

82. Take one wide family photo outside the vessel.

83. Capture detail shots of instruments and panels if permitted.
84. Let children photograph what interests them most.

85. Create a family travel journal from the trip.



86. Ask kids to draw the submarine later at home.

87. Save brochures as keepsakes.

88. Record one interesting fact each family member learned.

89. Share the experience with grandparents or classmates afterward.

90. Use the visit to inspire future museum trips.

Nearby Planning and Follow-Up

91. Pair your visit with other Groton or Mystic attractions.
92. Search local dining options before arriving.
93. If you hear it called the groton museum submarine, know that most visitors mean this historic site.

94. Remember that some travelers searching for the nautilus museum New London are looking for this same

regional attraction.
95. Consider visiting on a weekday for a calmer experience.
96. Check the weather if you plan to spend time outside.
97. Review what everyone learned on the drive home.
98. Look up books or documentaries about the USS Nautilus afterward.
99. Ask your children what surprised them most.
Hop over to this website

100. Start planning a return trip, because one visit often is not enough.

Final Thoughts

A visit to the submarine force library and museum is an outstanding family experience that combines
education, history, and hands-on discovery. From the moment you arrive at the nautilus museum Groton
Connecticut to the moment you step aboard the famed USS Nautilus, you gain a deeper appreciation for naval
service and technological achievement. Whether you know it as the USS Nautilus Museum, the Nautilus
Museum, or the naval submarine museum Groton CT, this destination stands out as one of Connecticut’'s most

rewarding family attractions.

For families interested in military history, engineering, or simply a unique day trip, the nautilus museum offers

lasting memories and meaningful lessons for every generation.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the main attraction at the Submarine Force Library and Museum?

The main attraction is the historic USS Nautilus, the world's first nuclear-powered submarine, along with

museum exhibits covering submarine history and submarine traditions.

2. Is the USS Nautilus Museum good for children?

Yes. The USS Nautilus Museum is very family-friendly, especially for children interested in ships, science, and

military history. Parents should simply prepare younger kids for narrow spaces onboard.

3. How long should families plan to spend at the museum?


https://ussnautilus.org/guided-tours/#

Most families enjoy spending two to three hours at the submarine force library and museum, though history

enthusiasts may want more time.

4. Is the Nautilus Museum in Groton or New London?

The museum is in Groton, Connecticut, but some people search for it as the nautilus museum New London

because it serves the greater regional area.

5. What should we bring for a comfortable visit?

Bring comfortable shoes, weather-appropriate clothing, identification if needed, and patience for exploring a

historic submarine carefully and respectfully.




