From science fairs and history day showcases to art exhibitions and community fundraisers, school fairs across
Connecticut depend on clear, sturdy, and attractive displays. Corrugated display boards are among the most
versatile and cost-effective solutions for students, teachers, and parent volunteers looking to make an impact. If
you're preparing for an event in Beacon Falls or anywhere in CT, choosing the right presentation materials—along

with smart mounting and framing options—can elevate your project from good to unforgettable.

Below is a practical guide to selecting and using corrugated display boards, along with complementary products
like foam board, Gator board, mat board for framing, and PVC mounting board. You'll also find tips for sourcing

Beacon Falls art supplies and how to get the Click here for more most from a local mounting board store.
Why Corrugated Display Boards Are a School Fair Essential

® Lightweight and durable: Corrugated display boards are easy for students to carry and set up, but strong

enough to hold photos, charts, and text blocks.

® Budget-friendly: Compared to rigid substrates, they're an economical choice that doesn't sacrifice

presentation quality.

* Easy to customize: Cut, fold, label, and mount materials without special tools. They're ideal for quick

iterations or last-minute changes.

* Professional look: With clean lines and a uniform surface, corrugated boards help projects feel polished and

cohesive.
Choosing the Right Size and Color

¢ Standard tri-folds for science fairs: Most judges expect a tri-fold corrugated display board for easy tabletop
viewing.
e larger formats for art and history: If your school fair allows, go bigger for visual impact—just ensure stability.

® Color choices matter: White is the most versatile, but black or color-tinted corrugated display boards can

frame images and text for greater contrast. Use accent hues sparingly to keep the focus on your content.
Complementary Boards and When to Use Them

® Foam board Beacon Falls: Foam boards are ideal for mounting photos and title panels before attaching them

to your display. They provide a crisp, flat surface that resists warping.

® Gator board CT: For exhibits that travel or require extra rigidity, Gator board (a tougher, resin-impregnated

surface over a foam core) offers superior durability and dent resistance.

* PVC mounting board: If your project includes heavier elements—Iike mounted artifacts or layered signage—

PVC boards provide rigidity and moisture resistance for a long-lasting finish.

* Art presentation boards: These can serve as portable portfolios, mini-exhibit panels, or backing boards for

mounted prints.
® Cardboard sheets Beacon Falls: Keep a stack on hand for mock-ups, backing, and quick reinforcement of
edges or hinges in a pinch.

Polished Mounting and Framing Techniques

® Photo mounting materials: Use acid-free adhesives, mounting corners, or spray mounts to protect images

from yellowing and bubbling. Always test on scraps first.

* Mat board for framing: Matting your main images or charts adds a professional border that makes content

pop. Coordinate mat colors with your board for a cohesive palette.


https://www.artgrafix.com/boards.htm

® layering to add depth: Create dimensional title blocks by adhering foam board to the corrugated display

boards with double-sided tape or adhesive dots.

® (Clean edges: Use a sharp blade and metal straightedge for precise cuts; dull blades can tear the surface.
Design Principles That Grab Attention

* Visual hierarchy: Start with a bold, matted title panel at eye level. Follow with large section headers

(Introduction, Methods, Results, Conclusion).
® Rule of thirds: Arrange key content in the top-middle or top-right sections to draw the viewer's eye naturally.
* White space: Avoid overcrowding. White space improves readability and gives your work a gallery-like look.

* Consistent typography: Limit fonts to two families—one for headings, one for body text—and maintain

consistent sizes for a clean, professional feel.
* Image quality: Print high-resolution photos and mount them using photo mounting materials for crisp
results.

Practical Setup Tips for Connecticut School Fairs

* Transport smart: Protect corners with cardboard sheets Beacon Falls or corner guards. A simple portfolio case

or reusable tote keeps boards clean and flat.

¢ Plan for airflow and humidity: CT fairs can vary by venue. If there's moisture in the air, PVC mounting board

or Gator board CT can offer more stability than traditional foam.

® Bring a repair kit: Pack extra adhesive dots, a tape runner, a small ruler, a utility knife, and spare art
presentation boards for emergency fixes.

* Label everything: On the back of panels, include the student’s name, school, and contact info—especially

useful when multiple grades share the same exhibition area.

Where to Source Supplies Locally Connecticut benefits from a network of local retailers and specialty shops. A

local mounting board store or Beacon Falls art supplies shop will often stock:
® (Corrugated display boards in standard and premium finishes
® Foam board Beacon Falls in multiple thicknesses
® Gator board CT for higher durability needs
* Mat board for framing in a variety of colors and core types
* PVC mounting board for moisture-resistant projects
® Photo mounting materials, spray adhesives, archival tapes, and corners

* Cardboard sheets Beacon Falls for backing, packing, and prototyping Shopping locally means you can
compare textures, finishes, and rigidity in person, and you'll often get helpful advice tailored to school fair

requirements.
Sustainable Choices and Reuse
® Choose recyclable options: Many corrugated display boards and cardboard sheets are recyclable. Check local

guidelines in CT.

* Reuse mats and mounts: Mat board for framing can often be repurposed for future exhibits by carefully

removing mounted prints.

* Modular build: Design the display so core elements (title, key graphs) are on removable foam board or PVC

mounting board panels you can reattach on a fresh corrugated base next year.

* Protect for storage: Slip boards into flat sleeves or wrap with kraft paper to avoid scuffs and dust.



Upgrade Ideas for Extra Impact

® Edge trim and washi tape: Clean up raw cuts and add subtle color coding to sections.
® \Velcro tabs: Use hook-and-loop squares to swap charts during judging or interactive sessions.
® QR codes: Print and mount small codes that link to videos or extended research.

® Lighting: Small, battery-powered clip lights can be attached to the top edge of sturdy Art presentation

boards or PVC mounting board for spotlighting without venue power.
Common Mistakes to Avoid

® OQOverloading the board: Too many elements reduce clarity. Prioritize the story you want to tell.

* Weak adhesives: Poor bonding leads to sagging panels. Use quality photo mounting materials and test

beforehand.
® Inconsistent margins: Uneven spacing looks sloppy. Use a light pencil grid or a removable ruler guide.

e Skipping practice setup: Assemble your display at home first to identify gaps, weight issues, or glare on

glossy prints.
Final Checklist Before the Fair

* Title panel mounted and centered

e Sections labeled with consistent headers

® Images matted or mounted cleanly with archival materials

® Balanced layout with adequate white space

® Backup adhesives and tools packed

* Transport plan using cardboard sheets Beacon Falls or a protective case

e Contact information on the back of each board
FAQs

Q: What's the best board laminating machines for a traveling exhibit across multiple CT schools? A: Consider
Gator board CT for mounted panels due to its durability, combined with corrugated display boards as the overall

backdrop. This pairing offers rigidity without excessive weight.

Q: How do | prevent photos from bubbling or warping on presentation day? A: Use acid-free photo mounting
materials, apply even pressure during mounting, and let adhesives cure fully. Mount photos first to foam board

Beacon Falls or PVC mounting board before attaching them to the display.

Q: Can | mix different substrates on one display? A: Yes. Many exhibitors use corrugated display boards as the
base, with layered elements on foam board, PVC mounting board, or Art presentation boards for depth and

emphasis.

Q: Where should | buy materials locally in CT? A: A local mounting board store or Beacon Falls art supplies shop
can provide hands-on guidance and stock essentials like mat board for framing, Gator board CT, cardboard

sheets Beacon Falls, and photo-safe adhesives.

Q: Is matting worth the effort for school fairs? A: Absolutely. Mat board for framing sharpens the presentation,

improves readability, and signals attention to detail—often making a positive impression on judges.


http://edition.cnn.com/search/?text=laminating%20machines

