
Why You'll Want To Find Out More About How To Get An Irish Driving Licence

How to Get an Irish Driving Licence: The Ultimate Step-by-Step Guide
Securing an Irish driving licence is a substantial https://irishdrivinglicense.com/ milestone. Whether it is for career
advancement, convenience, or the liberty to check out the Wild Atlantic Way, browsing the process set by the
National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) needs careful planning.

While the system is thorough, it is completely workable when broken down into clear, sequential steps. This
extensive guide describes whatever an applicant needs to know to go from a total amateur to a totally certified
motorist on Irish roadways.

Stage 1: Preparation and Theory
Before supporting the wheel of a vehicle in Ireland, candidates need to prove their knowledge of the rules of the
roadway.

1. Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT)

The very first main action is passing the Driver Theory Test, handled by the Road Safety Authority (RSA).

The Test: A touch-screen computer system examination including multiple-choice questions regarding road
signs, security, and Irish traffic laws.

Preparation: Candidates need to study the official Rules of the Road book and utilize online practice
platforms.

Booking: Tests can be booked online through the main Driver Theory Test website. A charge applies, and
prospects must bring legitimate identification to the test centre.

2. Request a Learner Permit

As soon as the theory test is successfully passed, the candidate gets a score report. This report is used to request
the first-stage driving document: the Learner Permit.

Applications for a learner license are processed by the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS). Applicants need to
offer:

The DTT pass certificate (dated within the last two years).

Proof of identity (e.g., a legitimate passport).

Evidence of address (dated within the last 6 months).

PPSN (Personal Public Service Number) via an official document.

Completed NDLS application and the suitable cost.

Sight report and medical report (if needed due to particular medical conditions or age).

Phase 2: Essential Driver Training (EDT)
In Ireland, holding a Learner Permit is not sufficient to sit the driving test instantly. Learner drivers of automobiles
(Category B) must complete the Essential Driver Training (EDT) course.



What is EDT?

EDT is a mandatory training program including 12 one-hour lessons provided by an Approved Driving Instructor
(ADI).

The Logbook: Each finished lesson is tape-recorded in an official EDT logbook (or digitally through the
MyEDT portal) by the trainer.

Practice: Between lessons, learner chauffeurs need to experiment a skilled sponsor. In Ireland, a sponsor
must hold a full, legitimate driving licence for a minimum of two years.

Displaying Plates: While driving, learner chauffeurs should display screen rectangle-shaped yellow "L"
plates (both front and rear) and be accompanied by their qualified sponsor at all times.

Stage 3: The Practical Driving Test
After finishing the 12 EDT lessons and acquiring sufficient driving experience, the applicant is all set for the final
hurdle: the practical driving test.

1. Use for the Test

Applications are submitted online through the RSA site. A waiting duration typically applies depending upon the
demand at the chosen test centre.

2. The Vehicle Requirements

The cars and truck utilized for the test should meet stringent roadworthiness criteria. It should:

Be taxed, insured, and display a valid NCT (National Car Test) disc and insurance disc.

Have functioning lights, indications, brakes, and tires that satisfy legal tread depth requirements.

Display "L" plates clearly.

3. What to Expect on Test Day

The driving test lasts roughly 40 minutes and assesses:

The Theory Check: Technical questions about the vehicle and hand signals.

The Drive: Driving in different traffic conditions, demonstrating proper observation, placing, and adherence
to the rules of the road.

Reversing and Parking: Performing a reverse around a corner and/or a turnabout (three-point turn).

Summary of Costs and Timeframes
Navigating the licensing process includes different administrative actions, charges, and waiting periods. The table
below outlines a general summary of what to anticipate.

Phase Requirement Estimated Cost (EUR)* Approximate Timeframe 1. Theory Test DTT Booking EUR45.00 1-- 3
weeks to book 2. Learner Permit NDLS Application EUR35.00 1-- 2 weeks for shipment 3. EDT Lessons 12 x
Driving Lessons EUR40-- EUR60 per lesson 6 months minimum 4. Driving Test RSA Test Booking EUR85.00
Differs by waiting list 5. Full Licence NDLS Application EUR55.00 (10-year licence) 1-- 2 weeks for shipment

* Note: Costs go through change and may vary depending upon individual driving instructors and medical report
requirements.



Stage 4: Graduating to a Full Licence
Passing the useful driving test is a cause for celebration, but the journey isn't rather over.

Certificate of Competency: Upon passing the test, the examiner problems a Certificate of Competency.

Last Application: The applicant needs to take this certificate (or submit it online, where appropriate) to the
NDLS to update their Learner Permit to a Full Driving Licence.

Crucial Rules for Newly Qualified Drivers

Ireland runs under stringent regulations for chauffeurs who have recently passed their test:

N-Plates: For the very first two years after getting a full licence, motorists must display rectangular green
"N" (Novice) plates on the front and back of the lorry.

Alcohol Limits: A lower alcohol limit applies to newbie motorists compared to experienced motorists.

Charge Points: Ireland runs a charge point system. Collecting 7 charge points as a newbie driver (instead of
the standard 12) within a three-year period leads to the automatic disqualification of the driving licence.

Vital Checklist for Applicants
To guarantee a smooth journey through the Irish licensing system, keep this helpful list in mind:

Study and pass the Driver Theory Test.

Gather identity and address documents for the NDLS.

Get the Learner Permit.

Purchase "L" plates and fit them to the vehicle.

Book and complete all 12 EDT lessons with an ADI.

Practice routinely with a competent sponsor.

Use for and pass the useful driving test.

Exchange the Certificate of Competency for a Full Licence at the NDLS.

Display "N" plates for the very first two years of driving.

By following these actions patiently and securely, motorists will find themselves legally and confidently
navigating Ireland's roadways for years to come. Safe driving!


