
17 Reasons Why You Shouldn't Ignore How To Get A Driving License In Ireland

How to Get a Driving License in Ireland: The Complete Step-by-Step
Guide
Protecting a driving license is a major milestone, offering newfound self-reliance and mobility. Nevertheless,
browsing the Irish licensing system can seem intimidating for newbies. Managed mainly by the Road Safety
Authority (RSA) and the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS), the procedure includes a structured series of
checks, lessons, and tests created to ensure roadway safety.

Whether an individual is a total amateur or an international chauffeur looking to exchange their credentials, this
extensive guide details everything required to get a full driving license in Ireland.

1. The Stages of the Irish Driving License System
Ireland utilizes a phased licensing system to make sure chauffeurs get experience slowly. Comprehending where
the journey starts is the very first vital step.

Student Permit: This is the preliminary file required before a person can legally drive on Irish roadways. It
shows they are discovering to drive and should be accompanied by a fully certified chauffeur (in most cases).

Complete Driving License: The ultimate goal. This is acquired after passing the official driving test and
enables the holder to drive unaccompanied.

2. Step One: Applying for a Learner Permit
Before supporting the wheel of a car, applicants need to protect a Learner Permit for Category B (cars).

Prerequisites:

Must be at least 17 years of ages (for vehicles).

Must pass the Driver Theory Test.

The Driver Theory Test (DTT)

The DTT is a computer-based multiple-choice test testing knowledge of the Rules of the Road, road signs, and
risk awareness.

Expense: EUR45

Format: 40 multiple-choice questions; prospects must get 35 right to pass within a 45-minute limitation.

Preparation: Candidates should study the main Rules of the Road book and use online practice platforms.

Applying to the NDLS

Once the theory test is passed, applicants can book an appointment with the National Driver Licence Service
(NDLS) either online or face to face.

Required Documentation:

1. Passed Driver Theory Test certificate (issued within the last two years).



2. Signed NDLS eyesight report kind (completed by an eye doctor or physician, if suitable).

3. Proof of identity (e.g., a legitimate Passport).

4. Evidence of address (dated within the last 6 months).

5. Evidence of PPSN (Public Services Card or a document from the Revenue Commissioners).

6. Application cost (presently EUR35).

3. Step Two: Essential Driver Training (EDT)
Once the Learner Permit gets here, the student needs to finish a necessary training program called Essential
Driver Training (EDT) before they can sit their driving test.

EDT includes 12 one-hour lessons delivered by The original source an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI). These
lessons cover core driving abilities, varying from vehicle controls to intricate traffic circumstances.

Introduction of EDT Lessons

Lesson Number Lesson Focus Lesson 1 Controls and safety checks Lesson 2 Correct positioning Lesson 3 Mirror
use and changing direction Lesson 4 Maneuvering (reversing and parking) Lesson 5 Ultimate steering control
Lesson 6 Under-the-hood checks and secondary controls Lesson 7 Anticipation and observation Lesson 8
Dealing with dangers Lesson 9 The art of smooth driving (gear changes) Lesson 10 Driving at night and in poor
exposure Lesson 11 Driving at greater speeds (dual carriageways) Lesson 12 Safe driving modification and final
assessment

Keep in mind: Between formal EDT lessons, students should practice with a sponsor-- somebody who has held a full
driving license for a minimum of two years.

4. Step Three: The Driving Test
After finishing the 12 EDT lessons and logging them into the main MyEDT portal, the learner is eligible to get the
useful driving test.

How to Apply:

1. Visit the RSA site.

2. Select a preferred test center.

3. Pay the test cost (presently EUR85 for a car/Category B).

4. Sign up with the waiting list. (Waiting times can vary significantly depending on the test center area).

What the Test Involves:

The practical driving test lasts approximately 40 minutes and examines the motorist's capability to handle the
automobile safely and effectively in different traffic conditions.

Car Safety Checks: Before getting into the automobile, the tester will ask concerns about technical aspects
of the lorry (e.g., inspecting tire tread, brake fluid, or lights) and hand signals.

The Drive: The tester will direct the motorist along a pre-planned route, assessing observation, usage of
mirrors, placing, speed management, and total road courtesy.

Maneuvers: The motorist will be asked to perform a reverse around a corner, a turnabout (three-point turn),
and generally a hill start.

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


Marking System:

Mistakes are categorized into 3 levels:

Grade 1: Minor faults (e.g., slight doubt). Accumulating too many of these can result in a fail.

Grade 2: More major faults (e.g., stopping working to check a blind spot).

Grade 3: Dangerous or potentially unsafe faults. Even one Grade 3 fault results in an automated stop
working.

5. Step Four: Upgrading to a Full License
Congratulations-- passing the driving test is a major achievement! However, the process is not rather finished.
The RSA will issue a Certificate of Competency, which should then be exchanged for a complete driving license.

Last Steps to Get the Full License:

1. Book a visit with the NDLS (or use online via ndls.ie if holding a Public Services Card and a verified MyGovID).

2. Submit the Certificate of Competency (legitimate for 2 years from the date of concern).

3. Surrender the current Learner Permit.

4. Supply a finished vision report (if required).

5. Pay the complete license charge (presently EUR55 for a 10-year license).

Summary of Costs and Timeline
To help budget plan for the journey, here is a general breakdown of the financial investment and time
commitment required:

Stage Estimated Cost (EUR) Estimated Time Chauffeur Theory Test EUR45 1-- 2 weeks preparation Student
Permit Application EUR35 1 week processing EDT Driving Lessons (x12) EUR400-- EUR600 6 months
(obligatory waiting period) Practical Driving Test EUR85 Differs based on waiting lists Full License Fee EUR55 1
week processing Overall (Approximate) EUR620-- EUR820 6 to 12 Months+

Final Tips for Success
Book Lessons Early: Do not wait till the last minute to book EDT lessons. Spacing them out enables time to
practice in between sessions.

Practice Consistently: Real-world experience is indispensable. Attempt to drive in various weather, in the
evening, and on differing road types before taking the test.

Stay Calm on Test Day: Nerves are normal, but keep in mind that the driving tester is simply evaluating
security and proficiency, not looking for excellence.

By following these structured steps-- from theory test to last license-- brand-new chauffeurs will be well-
prepared to browse Irish roadways safely and with confidence for years to come.


