What Happens When The Ground Under A House Swells And Shrinks

Coppell homes sit on soil that can move a lot with moisture changes, and that movement shows up first in the

parts of the house that need to stay square, like windows and doors.

That is why a door that used to latch easily can start rubbing at the top corner, or a window that once slid with

one hand can suddenly feel tight in one part of the track.

In many cases, the frame is still serviceable, but the surrounding structure has changed enough that hardware

and seals no longer meet the way they should.

Common Symptoms Of Foundation Movement Around Openings

Most homeowners do not notice foundation movement by measuring it. They notice the everyday annoyances

first, like a latch that will not catch, a sash that binds, or trim that seems to have pulled away from the wall.

* Doors rubbing at the top or bottom edge
® Windows that no longer lock without extra pressure
* Visible gaps in caulk or trim around the frame
* Hairline cracks around adjacent interior corners
* Drafts or light visible around the opening
If the problem is minor, you may only notice it during certain weather patterns. After a long dry spell, the clay

shrinks and the house may settle. After rain, the soil swells and the movement can shift again in the opposite

direction.

This is also where people sometimes jump to the wrong fix. Replacing hardware may help if the part is worn, but

it will not solve an opening that has gone out of square.

How Soil Movement Changes Alignment Over Time

Even a fraction of an inch matters when a sash has to slide in a track or a latch bolt has to meet a strike plate at

exactly the right point.

On doors, the telltale signs are often rubbing, poor latch engagement, or a weatherstrip that no longer touches

the slab evenly from top to bottom.

Exterior trim can also give away the movement. Gaps open at the caulk line, miter joints separate, and drywall

cracks appear where stress is concentrating around the opening.

In homes with recurring foundation movement, it is common to see a cycle of repairs that only hold for a while

until the underlying shift is addressed.

Practical Steps For Coppell Homes With Recurring Alignment Issues

Check whether the problem is isolated to one opening or whether several openings on the same side of the

house are acting up. A wider pattern usually suggests structural movement, not a single failing unit.

If you are weighing repairs, it helps to separate cosmetic wear Coppell Window Replacement 800 W Bethel Rd

Unit 3, Coppell, TX 75019 from structural misalignment. A worn lock, loose hinge, or deteriorated weatherstrip
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can often be replaced without much fuss.

For homeowners in Coppell, the smartest approach is usually to diagnose the cause before spending money on
parts that may not last. If the soil has continued to move, a beautiful new window or door can start binding just

like the old one if the opening is not corrected.

When replacement is the right call, it should be done with the actual opening conditions in mind. That means
checking the frame, the surrounding structure, and the way the unit will seal after installation, not just choosing a

style that looks good from the curb.

A door that drags today may be pointing to a bigger pattern, and a window that no longer locks smoothly is

often giving you an early warning worth paying attention to.



