In the evolving landscape of SEO and Al-driven content discovery, understanding how Al systems parse
websites is a crucial edge. Traditional SEO has long relied on rank tracking, backlink audits, and visibility
measurement tools. However, with generative Al models like ChatGPT, Perplexity, and Google Al Overviews

ingesting and summarizing web content differently, new methods of insight are needed.

Enter Scrunch Al Site Maps — a specialized feature designed to reveal the crawl view and parsing layer these
Al engines use. In this post, we'll break down how Scrunch leverages Al parsing to uncover citation attribution
depth, compare Al citation tracking versus traditional SEO tracking, and benchmark competitors through share of

voice within the context of Generative Engine Optimization (GEO).

We'll also naturally touch on industry tools like Semrush, Otterly.Al, and Peec Al along the way, highlighting

pricing and feature considerations to keep your expectations grounded.

Understanding Al Site Maps: Beyond the Traditional Crawl

Standard site maps in SEO tools list URLs, last modified dates, and basic metadata for search engines like Google.
These focus on crawlable content, often neglecting nuances of what Al models actually parse and consider

authoritative.

Scrunch Al Site Maps extend this concept to interpret the web from an Al engine’s perspective — what APIs like
OpenAl's GPT-4, Microsoft's integration of ChatGPT, or Google’s Al Overviews consume as “input.” This means

going beyond surface-level links to explore citation attribution depth, including:

* Linked URLs vs Mentions: Whether a citation is explicitly linked or just mentioned in text changes how Al

interprets authority.
® Contextual Parsing: Al models depend on semantic clues, not just link signals.

¢ Citation Chain Tracking: How Al may prioritize chain citations within content, affecting knowledge graph

inclusion.

Al Citation Tracking vs Traditional SEO Rank Tracking

Traditional rank tracking tools, like those offered by Semrush or Ahrefs, monitor keyword rankings and backlink
profiles to estimate website authority and traffic potential. These metrics remain valuable, but they fall short in Al-

centric search paradigms where:

1. Al Systems Summarize Instead of Listing URLs: Chat-based engines return synthesized responses rather

than direct links.

2. Citations May be Non-Hyperlinked Mentions: Al may weigh “mentions” of sources that traditional crawlers
wouldn’t count as direct citations.
3. Rank Positions are Less Visible: Al answers can originate from collective knowledge rather than organic

result rankings.

Therefore, Al citation tracking focuses on what facts and URLs the Al model retrieves and how it attributes
sources, which Scrunch showcases vividly with its Al Site Maps feature — enabling you to see exactly which pages,

snippets, and citations feed into Al outputs.

Competitor Benchmarking and Share of Voice in Al Visibility



Understanding your competitors' footprint within Al search ecosystems is easier when you can benchmark
coverage and engagement. Scrunch integrates concepts similar to share of voice but adapts it to an Al context
by measuring:

* How often competitors' domains are referenced or cited by Al models in responses.

* Depth of coverage across multiple Al engines.

* Authority reflected through citation context rather than mere link quantity.

Tools like Semrush provide robust traditional benchmarking features, including data from their extensive 28B+
keyword database, 142 geographic databases, and 808M domain profiles. Their pricing plans range from $99/mo
starting reference up to specialized bundles like the SEO plan starting at $117.33/month billed annually, and the
Al Visibility Toolkit included in the Pro+ plan at $248.17/month (billed annually). For integrated solutions, Al
Visibility + SEO packages start around $199/month. These plans let users benchmark up to 9 named competitors,

a critical feature to watch if you want to monitor Al-driven share of voice effectively.

When integrating Al visibility measurement, understanding competitors’ citation “footprint” across generative

engines is essential — a gap Scrunch aims to fill with clearer Al parsing visualization.

Engine Coverage: ChatGPT, Perplexity, and Google Al Overviews

The landscape of Al search and knowledge extraction engines is broad. Key players include:

* ChatGPT: A natural language generative model by OpenAl, powering many chatbot applications.

* Perplexity: An Al-powered search assistant emphasizing factual answer generation with citation

transparency.
* Google Al Overviews: Google's Al-enhanced snippets summarizing complex search results.
Scrunch's Al Site Maps support analysis across these different engines, revealing how each engine traverses your

site, what content they digest, and how citation attributes affect inclusion in Al-generated responses. This cross-

engine view is crucial since each Al system's crawl and parse logic differs, affecting your Al visibility.

Citation Attribution Depth: Linked URLs vs Mentions

A perennial issue in SEO and Al tracking is distinguishing between mere mentions of a term or brand and actual

linked citations. Scrunch’s Al Site Maps feature dives into this by providing a crawl view that separates:

Type Description Impact on Al Parsing Linked URLs Hyperlinks embedded in the content pointing to external
sources Stronger weighting in traditional SEO and Al citation confidence Mentions Textual references without a

hyperlink Variable weight; Al may infer authority contextually but less concrete than links

This distinction becomes critical for marketers and content strategists who need to optimize not just for organic
rankings, but for Al comprehension and citation likelihood.

The Role of GEO (Generative Engine Optimization)

GEO or Generative Engine Optimization is an emerging SEO practice focused on optimizing content for better
ingestion, understanding, and citation by generative Al engines rather than traditional search bots alone. Scrunch
Al Site Maps provide actionable https://www.iplocation.net/blog/7-best-ai-citation-tracking-tools-with-

competitor-benchmarking-in-2026 insights into:

* Which pages of your site Al engines parse fully versus partially.
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* How citations are attributed or missed, influencing answer quality in Al outputs.

* Content structuring techniques to enhance Al recognition and citation rates.

Given the increasing influence of Al-based search interfaces, investing time in GEO strategies enabled by

transparent site maps and crawl views is a smart growth move for brands wanting to maximize next-generation

SEO success.

How Scrunch Al Site Maps Compare to Other Tools Like Otterly.Al and
Peec Al

While Scrunch wields a detailed parsing engine with a clear Al citation focus, other tools contribute complementary

features in the emerging Al SEO space:

e Otterly.Al: Focuses on Al-driven content generation and optimization but has limited standalone site crawl

and Al visibility tracking. Beware of needing additional base plans for true citation tracking.

* Peec Al: Offers competitive share of voice analysis but often lacks deep citation attribution data and full-

fledged Al parsing site maps.

Scrunch uniquely centralizes Al parsing, citation depth, and crawl view into a single feature set, supporting
companies that want to measure and improve how their content is interpreted and cited by Al systems — not just

ranked traditionally.

What Refresh Cadence Actually Means for Al Site Maps

One note on any crawl or Al site map system is refresh cadence. Does the tool update crawl data daily, weekly, or
monthly? In Al parsing, this refresh rate significantly affects your accuracy in tracking new citations or content

changes.

From experience: Scrunch updates strive for weekly freshness to keep pace with rapid Al re-indexing, whereas
some tools lag behind, reflecting outdated views of your Al citation footprint. Always clarify refresh cadence when
evaluating tools in this space.



Summary: Why Marketers Should Care About Scrunch Al Site Maps
To recap, Scrunch Al Site Maps fill a critical gap in modern SEO and Al marketing by:
1. Showing the crawl view of what Al systems actually see, including distinctions between linked citations and
mentions.
2. Bridging traditional SEO metrics like share of voice and competitor benchmarking to Al-focused interpretation.
3. Covering cross-engine parsing for ChatGPT, Perplexity, and Google Al Overviews.
4. Enhancing GEO strategies with concrete data on Al citation tracking and attribution depth.

5. Providing an edge over competing SaaS tools by focusing transparently on Al-driven site parsing.

From a tooling standpoint, integrating Scrunch alongside established solutions like Semrush (starting around
$99/month for basic plans with advanced add-ons like the Al Visibility Toolkit at $248.17/month) provides a

comprehensive growth stack for SEO and Al marketing teams.

If you want to unlock the full potential of generative Al SEO, understand where Al is pulling your data from, and

optimize for the next phase of search engines, exploring Scrunch Al Site Maps is a smart place to start.

Further Reading and Resources

® Semrush Pricing and Plans — See options for Al Visibility Toolkit and SEO bundles
e Otterly.Al — Al content optimization and generation

® Peec Al — Competitive share of voice and Al marketing insights



