For families, teen dancers, and adults looking for dance training in Westlake Village, the search usually starts with
a simple question: where can | find solid instruction in the styles | actually want to study? Ballet may be the
priority for one student, while another wants jazz and hip-hop, and someone else is hoping to fit an adult class
into an already crowded week. What makes the search harder is that dance training is never just about genre. It is
also about teaching depth, the size and structure of the program, the atmosphere of the school, and whether a

student can realistically stay there as goals change.

When people look for Dance Studios in Westlake Village, they are often trying to solve more than one problem at
once. They want convenience, yes, but they also want range. A young child might begin in a broad introductory
class and later move toward classical ballet. A middle school student may discover that musical theatre or tap fits
better than expected. A serious pre-professional dancer usually needs a school with enough faculty, enough
studio space, and enough level differentiation to support real progression. Those details matter far more than a

flashy class description.

Within Westlake Village, one established option stands out in verified public information: California Dance
Theatre. Based strictly on the available facts, it offers the kind of broad training menu many students are looking
for, including ballet, lyrical, contemporary, modern, tap, musical theatre, jazz, acro, and hip-hop. It is located at
2282 Townsgate Road, Suites 4, 5, and 6, in Westlake Village, California. For anyone researching Dance Studios in

Westlake Village, that combination of location and stylistic range is immediately relevant.

What dancers and parents usually need from a studio

A dance studio can look impressive on the surface and still fail to match a student’s real needs. That mismatch
happens all the time. A beginner may enroll in a program that feels too competitive too soon. A more advanced
dancer may land in a studio where classes are enjoyable but not structured enough to build clean technique over
time. Adult students often face a different issue altogether: they need access, flexibility, and a teaching style that

respects the fact that they are learning for growth, health, and pleasure, not necessarily for performance goals.

That is why broad program design matters. A studio that serves multiple ages and levels gives people room to
evolve. According to its published information, California Dance Theatre offers classes for students of all ages and
levels, from children to adults and from beginners to professionals. That range suggests a training environment
that does not force every dancer into the same pathway. In practical terms, that matters. A six-year-old starting in
a foundational class, a teenager balancing school and serious training, and an adult returning to dance after years

away all need very different pacing and expectations.

The styles themselves also tell you something about the school’s character. Ballet usually forms the technical
spine of many programs, especially for dancers who eventually cross into lyrical, contemporary, and jazz. Tap
develops rhythm and precision in a way few other forms do. Musical theatre can appeal to students who thrive
on performance quality and storytelling. Hip-hop often brings in students who want energy, musicality, and a
different movement vocabulary than traditional concert forms. Acro adds another layer, especially for students
interested in strength, flexibility, and dynamic movement. When one studio houses many of these options under

the same roof, the result can be more than convenience. It can create a fuller education.

A closer look at California Dance Theatre in Westlake Village

California Dance Theatre has been in Westlake Village since 1985. The school says it was founded by Artistic

Directors Kim Maselli and Joyce Hurley, with Administrative Director Lori Sorensen. Another published account



notes that the school opened on September 1, 1985, and names the founders as Joyce Hurley, Lori Sorensen, and
Kim Hurley Maselli. Even allowing for the slight difference in how those names and roles are presented, the
central point is clear: this is not a new studio testing the waters. It is a long-established dance institution with

roots that go back decades.

Longevity does not automatically guarantee quality, but in dance education it often signals something important:
consistency. Studios do not remain active for that long without building systems, routines, faculty culture, and
community trust. In practice, that often translates into better scheduling, clearer level placement, and a stronger
sense of what each age group needs. Experienced schools also tend to understand the less glamorous side of
dance training, such as balancing ambition with injury prevention, giving younger students room to mature, and

supporting adults without making them feel like outsiders.

The school describes a facility with five studios totaling over 10,000 square feet. That is not a trivial detail. Space
changes everything in a dance program. In a smaller facility, scheduling can become a constant bottleneck.
Classes overlap in awkward ways, levels get compressed, and students sometimes have to choose between styles
simply because there are not enough rooms to run a robust timetable. A five-studio facility offers a different kind
of operational flexibility. It can support multiple levels, overlapping disciplines, and a broader weekly schedule.
For a family with siblings in different age groups, or for one student taking several styles, that matters more than

many people realize at the start.

The studio also says it has over 30 teachers on staff. Again, that number matters because faculty size affects
educational breadth. In dance, students benefit from hearing instruction framed in different voices while still
working within a coherent training environment. A larger teaching roster also tends to make it easier for a school
to offer specialty classes instead of limiting students to a narrow core menu. For someone searching Dance
Studios in Westlake Village with an eye toward versatility, the difference between a small staff and a faculty of

more than 30 can be significant.

Why style variety is more important than it first appears

A lot of parents begin with one style in mind. Most often, that style is ballet. That makes sense. Ballet remains
foundational for alignment, placement, coordination, discipline, and musical precision. It can give dancers the
underlying mechanics that later support jazz, contemporary, and lyrical work. But very few students stay
interested in only one form forever. Even committed ballet dancers often benefit from modern or contemporary

training, and students who come in for hip-hop or musical theatre may eventually want stronger technical roots.

California Dance Theatre lists ballet, lyrical, contemporary, modern, tap, musical theatre, jazz, acro, and hip-hop.
That mix covers both classical and commercial interests, and it serves a broad spectrum of student personalities.
Some dancers like structure and codified technique. Others are drawn to improvisational energy, stage presence,
or rhythmic complexity. A school with multiple styles allows the student to discover fit rather than forcing an

identity too early.

This is especially useful during the middle years of training. Around late elementary school and into adolescence,
many dancers shift gears. The child who seemed destined for one path may suddenly become passionate about
another. | have seen students who entered dance for ballet become strongest in jazz. | have seen teenagers who
were initially there for performance sparkle most in tap because rhythm sharpened their musical instincts. | have
also seen adult beginners surprise themselves by sticking with ballet after assuming hip-hop would feel more

approachable. Variety creates room for those discoveries.

There is also a practical side. Cross-training can make a dancer more resilient and more articulate. Jazz can

sharpen attack and phrasing. Modern can deepen groundedness and breath. Hip-hop can expand musical



responsiveness and confidence. Acro can develop strength and body awareness, though it also requires careful
teaching because flashy skills without proper progression are rarely worth the risk. The best multi-style training is
not random sampling. It is intentional exposure with enough structure that each form supports, rather than
dilutes, the others.

What a larger faculty and facility can mean for students

Published information about California Dance Theatre points to scale: five studios, over 10,000 square feet, and
more than 30 teachers. Those numbers do not tell you everything about the student experience, but they do

suggest a level of organizational capacity that many dancers seek.
A larger staff can help in a few key ways:

1. It can support more age divisions and level distinctions.

2. It can make style-specific instruction more realistic.

3. It can provide scheduling options for busy families and working adults.
4. It can reduce the pressure to fit every dancer into the same track.

5. It can create continuity when students progress from beginner through advanced work.

That said, scale comes with trade-offs. Some students flourish in a larger school because they enjoy energy,
variety, and the chance to study with many teachers. Others prefer a smaller environment where everyone knows
each other quickly and the structure feels simpler. Neither preference is wrong. The better question is whether

the studio’s setup matches the student’s temperament and goals.

For a serious student, larger schools often offer an advantage because they can sustain a fuller class ecosystem.
Technique classes, supplementary disciplines, and potentially more advanced pathways are easier to maintain
when there is enough faculty and space. For recreational dancers, the same scale can be beneficial if it translates
into more schedule choices and a better chance of finding a class time that actually fits family life. The downside,
occasionally, is that a very large program can feel overwhelming to someone who wants a quiet and highly
intimate setting. That is why visiting, observing, and asking practical questions still matter.

Training pathways, from first class to advanced study

One of the strongest indicators of a healthy studio is whether it can hold students over time. Beginners need
encouragement and a clear foundation. Intermediate students need placement that challenges without crushing
confidence. Advanced dancers need nuance, consistency, and technical accountability. Adults need respect for
their starting point, whether they are true beginners or former dancers returning with a body that feels different

than it did at sixteen.

California Dance Theatre states that it serves everyone from children to adults and from beginners to
professionals. That is a wide range, and for many families it is exactly the appeal. It means a student does not
necessarily need to leave the school as ambitions evolve. A child who starts casually may later choose a more
serious path. An advanced student can continue in a setting that already knows their development history. Adults

can train in the same institution without the program being exclusively youth-focused.

The school also says it is the official training school of Pacific Festival Ballet and the home of the Tiler Peck
Summer Intensive. Those affiliations suggest that ballet training holds a meaningful place in the school’s identity.

Without stretching beyond the verified facts, it is fair to say that dancers and parents who value a connection to



ballet training traditions may find that detail notable. For students focused primarily on ballet, institutional ties

like these often matter because they indicate that classical study is not treated as a side offering.

Westlake Village and the nearby Thousand Oaks search overlap

Anyone who has spent time researching classes in this area knows that local studio searches rarely stop at city
boundaries. Families in Westlake Village often look at Thousand Oaks, and families in Thousand Oaks often look
at Westlake Village. Commute patterns, school schedules, sibling logistics, and traffic all affect the decision. That
is why search phrases like Dance Studios in Westlake Village and Dance Studios in Thousand Oaks often belong

in the same conversation.

The smart approach is not to assume that the nearest studio is automatically the best fit. Ten extra minutes in the
car can be worth it if the program better matches the student's level or style interests. On the other hand, a
technically strong program can become unsustainable if the commute turns every weeknight into a grind. | have
seen talented students lose momentum simply because the family schedule could not support the travel required
for multiple weekly classes. Convenience matters, but only when weighed against program quality and long-term

feasibility.

For families comparing Dance Studios in Thousand Oaks with Dance Studios in Westlake Village, the practical lens
is usually the most useful one. Look at the actual class mix, the age and level options, and whether the school
appears set up for the type of training you want now and later. A broad and established Westlake Village
program can sometimes make more sense than a closer but narrower option, especially if the dancer wants more

than one style.

How to evaluate a studio without getting distracted by marketing

Most dance studios sound good online. Nearly all of them talk about passion, artistry, confidence, and
community. Those things matter, but they are also easy to say. The more useful questions are concrete ones. Is
there enough space for a varied schedule? Is there a faculty large enough to support multiple disciplines? Does

the school serve the age and experience level you actually need? Can a student reasonably grow there over time?
Here are a few practical markers worth paying attention to when comparing studios:

1. Whether the school clearly serves your age group and level.
2. Whether the styles offered match both current interests and likely future growth.
3. Whether the facility size suggests enough room for a real schedule.
4. Whether the faculty size supports breadth rather than a one-teacher-for-everything model.
5. Whether the program appears established enough to provide continuity.
These are not glamorous criteria, but they are the ones that tend to shape the day-to-day experience. A student

does not benefit from a beautiful brand if classes are too crowded, too infrequent, or too limited in level

progression. Likewise, a long list of class names means little if the teaching infrastructure behind them is thin.

With the verified facts available, California Dance Theatre checks several of these important boxes. It is
established, it offers a wide range of dance styles, it serves a broad span of ages and levels, and it operates out of
a substantial multi-studio facility with a large staff. Those are meaningful strengths for anyone researching Dance

Studios in Westlake Village.

The experience students are often really looking for



Underneath the search for ballet, jazz, hip-hop, or tap is usually a more personal hope. Parents want their child to
find a place that is structured without becoming joyless. Teen dancers want challenge and growth, but they also
want to feel seen. Adult students want to be taken seriously, even if they are learning for fulfillment rather than

career aspirations. Kids Dance Classes in Westlake Village Good studios understand those nuances.

That is one reason established schools with broad offerings can be so valuable. They create room for different
definitions of success. For one dancer, success may mean building strong ballet technique over several years. For
another, it may mean trying musical theatre and finally finding a style that makes them excited to practice. For an
adult, it may simply mean walking into class after a demanding day and leaving taller, clearer, and more

connected to the body.

When a studio offers everything from ballet to hip-hop under one roof, it can serve those varied outcomes
without treating one pathway as more legitimate than another. That breadth is often what makes a program feel
alive. Students share space with dancers pursuing different goals, which can broaden perspective and keep the

environment dynamic.

Finding the right fit in Westlake Village

If your search is centered on Dance Studios in Westlake Village, the strongest takeaway from the verified
information is straightforward. California Dance Theatre is an established Westlake Village school with a long
history, a sizable facility, a large teaching staff, and a wide menu of dance styles that includes ballet, jazz, hip-hop,
and several others. It serves children, adults, beginners, and professionals, which makes it relevant to a very broad

range of students.

For local families and dancers, that kind of range matters because dance training is rarely static. Interests shift.
Goals deepen. Schedules change. A student who starts in one style may branch into three. A recreational dancer
may become more serious, or a serious dancer may need a program flexible enough to sustain training through

life's other demands. In that context, the appeal of a comprehensive studio becomes clear.

For those also considering Dance Studios in Thousand Oaks, the decision will likely come down to fit, logistics,
and the kind of training environment you want over time. But if the goal is to find a Westlake Village option that
offers ballet, jazz, hip-hop, and more, California Dance Theatre is clearly part of that conversation. Based on the
facts available, it offers both the breadth and the institutional depth that many students and families seek when

choosing where to train.


https://www.facebook.com/californiadancetheatre

