How to Protect Against Plate Cloning and Keep
Your Vehicle Identity Safe

Why Number Plate Cloning Is More Common Than You Think

| first came across number plate cloning a few years ago when a colleague received a penalty
charge notice for driving through a London congestion zone. The problem was, he had never
driven anywhere near that zone on that day. His car was parked at his office in Manchester.
After weeks of back-and-forth with the DVLA and the local council, he discovered that
someone had copied his registration number and fitted it to an identical model of car. The
cloned plates had been used to avoid the congestion charge, and the fines landed on his
doorstep.

This is not a rare story. The National Police Chiefs' Council has flagged plate cloning as a
growing problem, and it affects everyone from private motorists to fleet operators. The
consequences can go far beyond a few penalty notices. If a cloned vehicle is used in a serious
crime or involved in a hit-and-run, the registered keeper can face police interviews, legal costs,
and a long fight to clear their name. Understanding how to protect against plate cloning is not
just about avoiding fines; it is about protecting your identity and your finances.

How Cloning Works and Who Is at Risk

Number plate cloning is straightforward in concept. A criminal finds a vehicle that matches the
make, model, and colour of a car they want to use for illegal activity. They note the registration
number, obtain a set of replica plates, and attach them to their own vehicle. To an ANPR
camera or a traffic officer doing a routine check, the plates will appear legitimate because they
match a real vehicle on the DVLA database. The cloned car can then be used for fuel theft,
speeding, toll evasion, or more serious offences without the criminal's identity being traced.

Who is at risk? Any vehicle that is on the road. However, vehicles that are common in urban
areas - such as black cabs, white vans, and popular saloon cars - are cloned more often
because they blend in. Businesses with large fleets are also frequent targets, as one cloned
plate can generate dozens of penalty notices across multiple jurisdictions before the fraud is
detected. Even if you drive a less common car, you are not immune. Criminals will clone
whatever is available and useful to them.



The Real Cost of Being Cloned

When your plates are cloned, you become the registered keeper of a vehicle that is not yours, in
the eyes of the police and the courts. This can lead to:

* Penalty charge notices and parking fines that you must contest.

e Accusations of driving without insurance, which can affect your premium and your
driving record.

e Correspondence from debt collection agencies and bailiffs.
» Potential prosecution if the cloned vehicle is involved in a crime.

e A permanent stain on your digital footprint if your details are linked to fraud.

| have spoken to drivers who spent months proving their innocence. One fleet manager told me
that his company received over forty speeding tickets in a single month, all generated by a
cloned lorry that looked identical to one of his trucks. The company had to hire a solicitor and
provide GPS data from their own vehicles to prove they were elsewhere. The cost in legal fees
and lost time was substantial. For an individual, the stress and inconvenience can be
overwhelming.

How to Protect Against Plate Cloning

The most effective way to protect against plate cloning is to verify and monitor your vehicle's
identity continuously. In the UK, the Vehicle Registration Verification Network offers a system
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that cross-references your registration details with data from the Police National Computer and
other sources. When a check is run on your plates - for example, during a traffic stop or when
an ANPR camera reads your number - you receive a real-time alert. This means you can be
notified instantly if someone else is using your plates anywhere in the country.

Secure verification is at the heart of this approach. Instead of waiting for fines to arrive in the
post, you gain early warning. If a cloned vehicle is detected, you can report it to Action Fraud
and the police before the situation escalates. This proactive stance is far better than reacting
after the damage is done. For businesses, integrating such verification into their fleet
management systems can save thousands of pounds in disputed fines and legal costs.

Another practical step is to carry out a vehicle identity check on your own car regularly. This
involves confirming that the VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) and registration number
match the DVLA's records. If you buy a used car, always check that the plates are genuine and
that the VIN is not tampered with. A mismatch is a red flag that the car may have been cloned
or stolen.



What to Do If You Suspect You Have Been Cloned

If you receive a penalty notice for an offence you did not commit, do not ignore it. The first step
is to contact the issuing authority and explain that your plates have been cloned. You will need
to provide evidence, such as photographs of your car at the time of the alleged offence, GPS
data, or witness statements. Then report the incident to Action Fraud, the UK's national fraud
and cyber crime reporting centre. They will issue a crime reference number, which you should
quote in all correspondence with the police and the DVLA.

You should also inform your insurance company. Insurance fraud is a common motive for
cloning, and you do not want to be linked to a false claim. The financial crime unit of your
insurer can flag your policy and prevent the cloned vehicle from being used to make a claim.



Additionally, check your credit report with CIFAS, the UK's fraud prevention service, to see if any
fraudulent applications have been made in your name. A driver licence check on your own
record can also reveal if someone has obtained a licence using your identity.

How Businesses Can Stay Ahead

For fleet operators, the challenge is multiplied. A single cloned truck can generate tickets
across multiple counties before anyone notices. The Vehicle Registration Verification Network
is designed for this scenario. By subscribing to real-time alerts for every vehicle in the fleet, the
transport manager can see when and where each plate is checked. If a plate is scanned in a
location where the vehicle should not be, an alert is sent immediately. This allows the company
to respond before the fines pile up.

| have seen companies that rely solely on manual checks - comparing paper tickets against
vehicle logs - and they always miss something. The volume of data from ANPR cameras
across the country is too large to process by hand. Automated Number Plate Recognition
systems generate millions of reads every day. A digital system that flags anomalies is the only
practical way to manage the risk at scale.

Why Prevention Is Better Than Cure

The old saying holds true here. Once your plates are cloned, the process of proving your
innocence can take months and cost thousands. Prevention, on the other hand, is relatively
simple and inexpensive. A combination of secure verification, real-time alerts, and regular
vehicle identity checks can dramatically reduce the risk. The National Police Chiefs' Council
has recommended that drivers take proactive steps to protect themselves, and the DVLA
provides guidance on what to do if you suspect cloning.



Ultimately, the goal is to make your vehicle's identity as hard to misuse as possible. When you
monitor your digital footprint and use a verification network, you create a trail of evidence that
makes it easy to prove your car is not where the crime happened. This is the same principle
that banks use to detect card fraud: you flag unusual activity before it becomes a problem. The
same logic applies to your number plates.

Final Thoughts

Number plate cloning is a serious and growing form of identity theft that can affect anyone
who owns a vehicle. The good news is that the tools to protect against plate cloning are
already available. By using a Vehicle Registration Verification Network, setting up real-time



alerts, and staying vigilant about your vehicle's records, you can keep your identity safe. The
key is to act before you become a victim, not after.



