Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape design and construction in Mount Prospect. Use these

planning questions to prepare a project conversation.

Start with a clear purpose and a measured plan

Before picking plants or pavers, get specific about what you want the front yard to do. Most homeowners want a
few things at once: a welcoming entrance, low maintenance, a tidy lawn, and some seasonal color. Others might
add privacy, a sitting nook, or a small courtyard for morning coffee. Purpose drives layout. If you want guests to
use the front door, the pathway design must be obvious and generous. If you want less mowing, shrink the lawn

logically with deep planting beds and ground cover.

Entrance design that guides the eye and the feet

Material choice is a tone setter. A paver walkway with interlocking pavers offers crisp lines and pattern flexibility,
plus freeze-thaw durability in hardscaping when installed over a compacted base with proper edge restraints.
Flagstone walkway surfaces feel natural and timeless, but require tight joints over a stable foundation if you want
smooth access for strollers or wheelchairs. Concrete walkway options can be economical and clean; with saw-cut
joints, a light broom finish, and integral color, they read modern and low fuss. Brick walks fit historic facades and
small-lot streetscapes better than almost anything. Whatever the material, base preparation for paver installation
or slab work is the hidden champion of longevity. If you hear a contractor talk more about compaction and

drainage than the color of the paver, you have probably found a pro.

Foundation plantings that frame, not smother

Most front yards still include a foundation bed, but the old formula of evergreen hedge and two meatball
boxwoods does not flatter modern lifestyles or houses. Think in layers. Against the wall, use narrow, upright
evergreens or columnar shrubs that soften corners without blocking windows. Mid-layer perennials and shrubs
should add texture and seasonal interest. At the front edge, ground covers or low perennials can create a clean

line along walkways and minimize mulch spill.

Plant selection should match the microclimate. Eaves keep rainfall off the soil close to the foundation, so drip
irrigation under mulch helps new plantings establish. For cold climates, evergreen and perennial garden planning
aims for a mix that looks alive in winter when leaves are gone. Consider boxwood alternatives like inkberry for
salt-tolerant sites near the street, or native holly and juniper cultivars for durable structure. Hydrangeas remain
crowd-pleasers, but choose panicles for full sun and smooth hydrangeas for part shade. Use deciduous shrubs

with red or amber twigs for winter spark, then drop in spring bulbs among them so the bed wakes up early.

Color that belongs to the architecture

If you prefer perennials, aim for a sequence of bloom instead of a single fireworks week. In small front beds,
repeat three or four species in groups to avoid randomness. Layered planting reads cleanly from the street and
looks full quickly. Edge cases include deep shade under old trees where flowers disappoint. There, lean on
texture, variegation, and glossy leaves, then add a few container gardens near the door for color under better
light.

Driveway edges, flares, and plantable space



A driveway dominates many front yards. That does not mean it must feel like a landing strip. A simple flare near
the street, built with paver driveway bands in a soldier course, makes it easier to pull in and out and elevates the
look. Driveway pavers set over a concrete base resist rutting, but permeable pavers over an open-graded base
can capture significant stormwater, a smart move where codes reward on-site infiltration. A paver border around
a concrete driveway softens the transition to lawn and allows you to repair or widen later without visible

patchwork.

Where the drive meets the front walk, think about hierarchy. The path to the door should read as the main route,
perhaps a shade wider or in a distinct pattern. Plant low, salt-tolerant ground covers along the drive. Steer clear
of shrubs that push branches into car doors or snowplow lanes. In cold climates, snow and ice management
without harming hardscapes comes down to using calcium magnesium acetate or sand instead of rock salt on

pavers and sealed natural stone.

Lighting that flatters and protects

Outdoor lighting transforms a front yard at dusk. Aim for layers: soft path lighting, a few accent lights on
specimen plants or masonry, and a gentle wash across the facade or entry steps. With landscape lighting
installation, less is more. Avoid the runway look with evenly spaced lights along a walk. Instead, stagger fixtures
to pick up edges and widen the perceived space. Low voltage lighting with warm white LEDs feels welcoming and
efficient, and smart timers or photocells take guesswork out of seasonal shifts. For nighttime safety lighting, bring
attention to grade changes, step treads, and driveway edges. If you highlight a tree, light the trunk and the
canopy separately to avoid harsh shadows. Do not forget moonlighting from a second-story eave or a tall limb

for a natural effect that reads more like starlight than a spotlight.

Seasonal care that keeps the first impression fresh

Front yards show every lapse. Landscape maintenance does not have to be exhausting if you design for it.
Evergreen structure carries the winter. Perennials with tidy seed heads can stand through frost and feed birds,
then get cut back in late winter. A fall yard prep checklist should include leaf removal from beds and lawn, winter
protection for tender plants, and shutting down irrigation. In spring, soil wakes slowly; avoid working wet beds.
Spring landscaping tasks revolve around edging, mulch refresh, light pruning, and checking for heaving roots.
Summer lawn and irrigation maintenance focuses on mowing at the right height, sharp blades, and deep
watering rather than frequent sipping. Before winter, prepare outdoor lighting for shorter days with timer

adjustments, and do a quick deck and fence inspection if those elements face the street.

When to bring in professionals

Plenty of front yard projects are good DIY candidates: modest bed expansions, planting small shrubs and
perennials, path lighting, and mulch work. Larger landscape construction, like retaining walls, paver patios, or
complex drainage installation, benefits from professional oversight. The design-build process benefits
homeowners who want one team responsible for landscape planning, landscape installation, and follow-through.
Experienced landscape contractors design with build realities in mind, so you avoid the common gap between

pretty renderings and feasible work.

Ask for references and visit a recent and an older project. Freeze-thaw cycles expose corners cut during
hardscape installation. Good installers talk about base depth, proper compaction before paver installation,
polymeric sand, and the importance of expansion joints in patios adjacent to concrete or foundations. For

masonry walls, ask about types of masonry mortar and how they match your stone or brick. For irrigation



installation, look for water management strategies like rain sensors and zone-specific scheduling. A thoughtful
contractor will discuss phased landscape project planning if your budget requires staged work over two or three

years.

Five focused upgrades that change everything

Widen and realign the front walkway to match how people arrive, then give it a handsome material like brick,
flagstone, or interlocking pavers that suits the house. Add a small sitting nook or front patio with a low seating
wall and layered planting to make the facade feel intentional and lived in. Rebuild foundation beds with a three-
tier planting plan, proper soil amendment, and drip irrigation for reliable establishment and low water use. Install
subtle landscape lighting that accents steps, the entry, and one or two specimen plants to give the home
presence after dark. Tackle drainage with a French drain or permeable pavers in the problem zone so plants thrive
and hardscapes last.

Low-maintenance design that still looks rich

Low maintenance is not no maintenance. Plan for plants that prosper in your conditions, group them by water
needs, and keep the palette restrained. Use ground covers like pachysandra in deep shade or masses of sedum in
sun to reduce weeding. Select shrubs that need pruning once a year, not monthly. Avoid fast growers parked
under windows that will demand constant shearing, which shortens plant life and creates that tired topiary look.
An irrigation system with drip in beds and efficient rotors in turf will simplify summer. Landscape maintenance

services can handle seasonal tasks, but with a smart plan you will not need weekly attention.

Hard surfaces that age well are part of low maintenance. Natural stone weathers gracefully, but needs a good
base and periodic joint attention. Pavers offer easy spot repairs; keep a small stock of extras from your paver
installation for future use. If you choose a concrete patio or walk, sealing every few years helps resist staining. For
wooden elements, durable species and proper finishes extend life. Composite decking can be a low-fuss choice
for porch surfaces, though it alters the look compared to natural wood; weigh aesthetics against the appeal of a

simple rinse and go routine.

A note on small front yards

Small yards amplify both mistakes and wins. Keep the palette tight. One tree, three shrubs repeated, one grass,
and a handful of perennials can feel rich. Use curves sparingly, and let the walkway be the main drawn line. Tall
but narrow plant forms are your friend. If you want privacy, think see-through plants, like feather reed grass or
limbed-up shrubs, that suggest enclosure without blocking light. Mirrors of material from the fagade in the
paving or wall cap will make the space feel integrated. For the biggest effect per dollar, invest in an entrance

door upgrade, then complement it with lighting and a crisp, simple planting design.

Simple seasonal care checklist for curb appeal that lasts

Early spring: edge beds, top-dress mulch, cut back perennials and grasses, fertilize lawn if soil test calls for it, set
irrigation for cool weather. Early summer: adjust watering schedules, deadhead early bloomers, check for weeds
at bed edges, raise mower height in heat. Early fall: overseed thin lawn areas, plant bulbs, refresh annuals, prune
lightly for shape, clear gutters and check downspouts to keep water off paths. Late fall: leaf removal from turf and
beds, winter water evergreens in dry spells, set lighting timers for short days, protect tender plants with burlap
where needed. Winter: brush snow gently from shrubs after heavy storms, avoid piling snow on new walls or

against foundation plants, rest and plan next year's tweak.



Bringing it all together

Front yard landscaping blends architecture, movement, and ecology into a first impression that
https://zionnxer517.wpsuo.com/outdoor-rooms-covered-patios-enclosures-and-screens earns a second look.
Start with a plan that clarifies how you and your guests will use the space. Choose hardscape elements that feel
proportional and solid, installed over bases that will not betray you in a few winters. Build planting layers that pay
attention to light and soil, then water intelligently. Keep color tied to the house, and add lighting so the welcome
extends past sunset. With a few focused upgrades and steady seasonal care, your front yard can shift from
something you mow to a space that represents your home with confidence. If the scope feels large, lean on full
service landscaping teams that handle design, landscape construction, and landscape maintenance in sequence,
or phase the landscape project so each step adds value. Done well, curb appeal is not just pretty, it is practical,

durable, and easier to live with year after year.

Layout review

Review the proposed layout against everyday use. Trace the route from the house to the outdoor space and
identify places where people sit, move or gather. Bring conflicting preferences into the discussion before

choosing finishes. Keep the revised drawing with the notes that explain why a layout changed.
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