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The Ultimate Guide to Obtaining an Official Driving License in Poland
Navigating the administrative landscape of a brand-new country can often feel like a challenging job, especially
when it includes getting behind the wheel. For citizens, expats, and worldwide students in Poland, securing an
official Polish driving license ( Prawo Jazdy) is an important action towards complete independence. Whether
exchanging a foreign license or starting completely from scratch, understanding the legal requirements, testing
procedures, and documents needed will ensure a smooth journey to the chauffeur's seat.

Comprehending the Prerequisites
Before beginning the process, applicants should meet specific legal and residency requirements set by Polish
authorities. Driving in Poland is regulated strictly to guarantee road safety, and candidates should satisfy the
following requirements:

Age Requirements: The minimum age depends upon the car category (e.g., 18 for Category B, 24 for
Category A).

Residency Status: Applicants must live in Poland for a minimum of 185 days per year, validated by a
permanent/temporary residence card ( Karta Pobytu), a EU registration certificate, or a legitimate visa.

Medical Fitness: Every candidate should pass a standard medical examination carried out by an authorized
occupational health physician.

Step 1: Obtain a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę)
The fundamental step for anybody getting a license in Poland is obtaining a PKK (Driver Candidate Profile).
This distinct electronic recognition number tracks the candidate's development through medical tests, training,
and state evaluations.

To get a PKK, candidates need to visit their regional district office ( Starostwo Powiatowe, or Urząd Dzielnicy in
larger cities) and send the following files:

1. A finished application for a driving license.

2. A medical certificate verifying no health contraindications to driving.

3. A recent, high-quality passport-style picture (3.5 x 4.5 cm).

4. Proof of identity (Passport or Residence Card).

5. Verification of legal residence in Poland.

Action 2: Driver Training and Examinations
The path to holding a Polish driving license differs depending on whether the applicant is a total novice or
currently holds a license from abroad.

For Beginners (Category B)



New drivers must complete an extensive training program at a certified driving school ( Ośrodek Szkolenia
Kierowców - OSK).

Theoretical Training: Usually includes around 30 hours of class or online lectures covering traffic laws, road
indications, and emergency treatment.

Practical Training: Involves a minimum of 30 hours behind the wheel with a certified instructor.

State Exams: Once training is complete, candidates should pass 2 different exams at the Provincial Road
Traffic Center ( WORD):

The Theoretical Exam: A computer-based test on traffic guidelines. (Available in English and other
foreign languages).

The Practical Exam: Conducted on public roadways and at the WORD maneuvering backyard, tested in
Polish (translators are permitted under specific conditions).

Action 3: Exchanging a Foreign License
Foreigners who already possess a legitimate driving license from outside the European Union or European
Economic Area (EEA) face a various set of rules. Typically, non-EU licenses are legitimate in Poland for
approximately 6 months from the date of establishing residency. After this period, they should be exchanged for
a Polish license.

License Exchange Requirements by Region

License Origin Requirement for Exchange in Poland Assessments Required EU/ EEA Member States Valid
indefinitely (optional exchange, though advised upon expiry). None Vienna Convention Signatories Compulsory
exchange after 185 days of residency. None (for the most part, based on classification confirmation). Non-Vienna
Convention Countries Mandatory exchange after 185 days of residency. Theory Exam just (Practical exam is
generally waived).

Keep in mind: Applicants exchanging a foreign license must send a qualified Polish translation of their existing
license, together with the initial file, a medical certificate, and the PKK number.

Step 4: Costs and Fees Breakdown
Acquiring a driving license involves a number of main charges paid to the local town ( Urząd) and the assessment
center ( WORD). Below is an approximated breakdown of the expenses included for a basic Category B license:

Expense Item Average Cost (in PLN) Description Medical Examination 200 PLN Compulsory check-up by a
licensed physician. Passport Photos 30 - 50 PLN Set of basic biometric images. State Theory Exam (WORD) 50
PLN Computer system test fee. State Practical Exam (WORD) 200 PLN Behind-the-wheel driving test charge.
Driving School Course (OSK) 2,500 - 3,500 PLN Complete theoretical and practical training package. License
Issuance Fee 100.50 PLN Paid to the local office once tests are passed. Total Estimated Investment ~ 2,900 -
4,000 PLN Differs based on city and driving school rates.

Step 5: Collecting the Official Document
Once all assessments are kartaxpresspoland.com effectively passed and the documents is processed by the WORD
center, the data is automatically forwarded to the local community workplace ( Urząd).
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Processing Time: It normally takes in between 2 to 4 weeks for the physical card to be printed and prepared
for pickup. Throughout peak summertime seasons, this may take a little longer.

Tracking Status: Applicants can check if their license is ready online via the official federal government
website ( obywatel.gov.pl).

Collection: Applicants must bring their identity document (passport or home card) to collect the physical
Prawo Jazdy from the office where they initially acquired their PKK number.

Tips for Success
Navigating the Polish driving system can be challenging, however these fast ideas can assist enhance the
procedure:

Language Support: If your Polish is restricted, look for driving schools ( OSK) and trainers that explicitly
advertise English-language instruction. You can likewise request to take the state theoretical exam in English.

First Aid Course: Ensure your driving school includes practical first aid training, as this is a necessary
component of the state preparation.

Stay Organized: Keep all invoices, medical certificates, and test score sheets in a dedicated folder.
Bureaucratic offices in Poland value efficient documentation.

Securing a main driving license in Poland opens extraordinary chances for trip across Europe and streamlines
everyday travelling. By carefully following the legal actions, preparing for the needed examinations, and
gathering all needed documents, chauffeurs can effectively hit the Polish roadways with confidence.


