
Many travellers assume that getting a lift to the airport—whether from a friend, family member, or taxi—is a free
and convenient option. After all, unlike paid parking or airport taxis, you don't see an immediate charge at the
barrier or the parking lot, so how much can it really cost?

However, a growing number of UK airports have quietly introduced or increased drop off and collection fees,
meaning that your “free lift” might not be so free after all. In this post, we’ll break down these costs, compare
them to alternative travel options, and help you weigh up whether a lift really saves money or just shifts the
expense under the radar.

Drop Off and Collection Fees Are Rising Quietly Across UK Airports
Since 2024, the introduction or increase of airport drop-off charges has steadily grown across many UK
airports. These charges aim to reduce congestion by encouraging travellers to use official parking or public
transport instead of long dealership kerbside waiting.

As airport parking vs taxi cost of mid-2024, the average drop-off charge stands at around £6.51 per vehicle
trip. This isn’t a trivial amount when you factor in that a return trip includes both dropping off and picking up,
essentially doubling the cost to approximately £13 on average.

How Drop-off and Collection Charges Work

Drop-off charge: This is the fee levied on vehicles when they pull into the short-stay or "kiss and fly" zone to
drop passengers off at the terminal.

Collection charge: When you come back to pick up arriving passengers, the same fee usually applies. Some
airports count this as a separate visit.

Duration: Most airport drop-off zones allow a short free period (e.g., 10-15 minutes) before charges start
applying.

In practice, if your lift driver stays longer than the free period or simply returns to collect you later, these costs
stack up quickly.

Which Airports Are the Most Expensive?

Airport Drop-off Charge (per visit) Notes London Heathrow (LHR) £6.50 High traffic, strict short-stay enforcement
Manchester (MAN) £4.00 Charges apply after 10 minutes Edinburgh (EDI) £5.00 £3 for first 10 minutes; £5 after
Bristol (BRS) £4.00 Drop-offs limited to 10 minutes free Glasgow (GLA) £3.00 Relatively low drop off fee

Expenses vary but even moderate fees like £3-£5 per visit add up once you complete the loop of both drop off
and pick up.

Is a “Free” Lift Actually Cost Effective?
To understand the real cost of a “free” lift, think about what a round trip to the airport entails:
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1. Drop off at the airport terminal (costing around £6.51 on average).

2. Returning home after drop off, which may involve fuel, time, and vehicle wear and tear (this is often
overlooked).

3. Return trip to collect arriving passengers, incurring another £6.51 charge.

4. Finally, the journey home again after pick up.

When combined, these expenses can easily top £20-30 or more when you factor in fuel, congestion, and parking
fees — far from the “free” option most assume.

Example Calculation: Two Round Trips at an Average Airport

Expense Cost (£) Notes Drop-off charge (outbound) £6.51 Average UK fee Fuel and wear for drop off return £4.00
Approximate estimate Pick-up charge (inbound) £6.51 Same as drop off Fuel and wear for pick up return £4.00
Approximate estimate Total Cost £21.02 All combined for two round trips

As the table shows, just using the airport's drop-off/pick-up zone is significantly pricier than many realise.

Free Alternatives: Long Stay, Park & Ride, and Public Transport
Thankfully, all is not lost if you want to avoid these rising kerbside charges. Several alternatives let you keep costs
low—though they come with a trade-off in time and convenience.

1. Long Stay Parking

Most airports offer long stay car parks that are cheaper per day than short-stay or drop-off zones. You can park
your car for the entire duration of your trip and take a shuttle bus to the terminal.

Pros:

Lower daily cost per hour

Generally no drop-off fees

Cons:

Shuttles take time (usually 10-15 minutes) to and from the terminal



Less convenient than being dropped at the exact terminal door

2. Park & Ride Services

Many airports also have Park & Ride sites located off-site, operated by private companies or councils, often with
dedicated shuttle buses.

Pros:

Lower cost than airport short-stay or on-site parking

Park away from busy terminal areas

Cons:

Requires additional shuttle transfer

May involve longer journey times

3. Public Transport

For those travelling light, taking the train, coach, or bus to the airport eliminates vehicle fees and parking issues
entirely.

Pros:

Cost-effective and environmentally friendly

Generally no parking charges

Cons:

Limited luggage space

Fixed schedules may require early arrivals

Tools to Compare Prices and Plan Your Airport Trips
To make the most economical choice based on your trip date and airport, use comparison websites like Holiday
Extras airport parking comparison pages. These tools help you weigh options from different long-stay, short-stay,



and park & ride providers, often showing ongoing deals.

Planning smartly can save you >£20 compared to just relying on a simple lift with drop-off fees included.

Check current discounts and book your parking or shuttle in advance via this affiliate link: Holiday Extras Airport
Parking Deals.

The Trade-off: Time vs Convenience
Ultimately, the decision between a “free” lift with drop-off fees and paid alternatives boils down to balancing:

Time saving and kerbside convenience — being dropped directly outside the terminal door, saving shuttle
time.

Cost savings — avoiding kerbside charges by parking further out or using public transport.

If your priority is a seamless, quick arrival and departure, paying the drop-off charge might be worth it. But if
you’re able to spare extra travel and shuttle time, alternatives are significantly cheaper—especially for longer trips.

Summary: Counting the True Cost of a "Free" Lift
Before you opt for that seemingly free airport lift, remember:

Most UK airports now charge per vehicle for dropping off and picking up passengers.

The average drop off charge is around £6.51, with some airports charging even more.

Two round trips (drop off and pick up) roughly double that cost, pushing fees above £13–plus fuel and wear.

Long stay parking, Park & Ride, and public transport offer cheaper options but require planning and more
travel time.

Using tools like Holiday Extras airport parking comparison pages can help you find the best deal for your
airport and trip.

So next time you think a lift to the airport is free, remember to factor in drop off and collection fees plus travel
costs. Knowing the true price lets you plan a smarter, stress-free journey without hidden surprises.


