
Why Older Doors Start Letting Air In
In older Preston Hollow homes, door drafts usually come down to age, settling, and hardware that no longer
seals tightly.

Around Dallas, seasonal movement can work against older frames, especially on homes that have seen decades
of foundation settlement and weather exposure.

Sometimes the issue is obvious, like a visible daylight line at the latch side or a door that rattles in the wind.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

The Usual Trouble Spots To Check First
Before you assume the entire door has failed, trace the leak point carefully, because the fix is often smaller than
homeowners expect.

The places that fail first are usually predictable: - Loose hinge screws that let the door sag.

A door that looks closed can still be out of alignment by a small amount, and that is often enough to create a
draft you feel every time the AC kicks on.

On older homes, the frame itself can be part of the problem.

On a breezy day, these low-tech tests can tell you more than a quick glance ever will.

Repair Or Replace: How To Decide With An Older Door
The real question is whether the problem is local and fixable, or structural enough that repairs will only buy time.

Weatherstripping is usually the first and cheapest place to start.

If the slab has dropped slightly, longer screws in the hinges or a careful reset of the strike plate may bring the
latch back into alignment and close up the gap.

Repeated patching can also mask air leaks for a season or two without fixing the root cause.

For homeowners comparing repair and replacement, the condition of the frame matters as much as the door
itself.

In a climate like ours, a better-sealed replacement can improve comfort near the entry and reduce the burden on
the HVAC system.

Fixes That Hold Up In Dallas Heat And Seasonal Movement
The most reliable repairs are the ones that match the way the door has failed, not just the way it looks from the
inside.

Start with the seal.

If the sweep is worn, replacing door installation Dallas TX it can be one of the fastest ways to improve comfort.

A misaligned hinge can throw the latch side off just enough to create a leak at the top corner, and no amount of
caulk will fix that long term.
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Used in the wrong place, it can interfere with operation and make future repairs harder.

Old wood doors can swell, split, or shrink after years of Texas heat, and once that movement becomes chronic,
the door may stop sealing consistently.

If the door is part of a facade you care about, replacing it without thinking through the style and proportions can
look out of place.

Preventing Future Drafts Around Exterior Doors
A seasonal look at the entry can catch early wear before it affects comfort.

A few simple checks can keep problems from building back up: - Inspect weatherstripping for flattening or tears
at least once a year.

If the door starts sticking again, do not ignore it.

They can point to aging materials, movement in the opening, or a door that has simply reached the end of its
reliable life.


