
Asphalt Shingles vs Metal Roof: Which One Makes
More Sense for Your Home?
Choosing between asphalt shingles and a metal roof is one of those decisions that can feel
overwhelming, especially when you start hearing conflicting advice from contractors,
neighbors, and online forums. I have spent years working with residential roofing in Austin
Texas, and I can tell you that the right choice depends on more than just the initial price tag. It
comes down to your local climate, the style of your home, your tolerance for maintenance, and
how long you plan to stay put.

Over the past decade, I have watched homeowners tear off perfectly good metal roofs because
the noise during a hailstorm drove them crazy. I have also seen asphalt shingle roofs fail
prematurely because someone skipped the proper underlayment. The truth is that both asphalt
shingles and metal roofs have strengths and weaknesses, and understanding those can save
you a lot of money and frustration.

The Basics of Asphalt Shingles
Asphalt shingles, sometimes called composition shingles, are made from a fiberglass or
organic mat saturated with asphalt and coated with ceramic granules. They come in several
varieties, and the choice among them can change the whole equation when you are doing a
roofing cost comparison. The most common type is the three-tab shingle, which has been a
standard on American homes for decades. It is affordable, widely available, and relatively easy
to install. But three-tab shingles are not all created equal. The quality of the asphalt coating
and the thickness of the mat make a big difference in how long they last.

Architectural shingles are a step up. They are thicker, have a more dimensional look, and often
carry better warranties. I have seen architectural shingles hold up for thirty years on a well-
vented roof in a moderate climate. Impact-resistant shingles go even further. They are
designed to survive hailstorms and flying debris, which matters a lot in areas that see severe
spring weather. When you weigh asphalt shingles vs metal roof, the impact resistance of these
higher-end shingles can narrow the gap considerably.

Metal Roofs: The Other Side of the Coin
Metal roofs are typically made from steel, aluminum, or copper, with steel being the most
common for residential roofing. They come in standing seam panels or corrugated sheets. A
standing seam metal roof has a clean, modern look and can last fifty years or more with proper
care. Metal roof installation requires specialized skill, though. A poorly installed metal roof will
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leak at the seams, and fixing that usually means replacing whole panels rather than swapping
a few shingles.

Metal roofs are lightweight, fire-resistant, and shed snow easily. They also reflect a lot of solar
heat, which can lower cooling costs in the summer. But they are noisy when it rains or hails,
and they can dent. If you live in a neighborhood with strict covenants about roof aesthetics,
metal might not be allowed. And in coastal areas, salt spray can corrode steel panels unless
they are coated with a very robust finish.

Cost Comparison: Upfront and Long Term
When people start comparing roofing materials, the first number they look at is the installation
cost. A basic three-tab asphalt shingle roof is usually the cheapest option per square foot.
Architectural shingles cost more, and impact-resistant shingles are pricier still. A standing
seam metal roof typically falls somewhere in the middle to high end of the range, depending on
the gauge of steel and the complexity of the roof.

But the upfront cost is only part of the story. A metal roof can last twice as long as a standard
asphalt shingle roof, so the cost per year of service can be similar or even lower for metal. On
the other hand, if you sell your house in ten years, you might not recover the full premium you
paid for metal. Asphalt shingles have a lower entry point, which can be easier on your monthly
budget if you are not planning to stay in the home for decades.

One thing that often gets overlooked in the asphalt shingles vs metal roof debate is the cost of
repairs. With asphalt shingles, a single damaged shingle can be replaced in minutes. With a
metal roof, a dented panel might require a whole section to be removed and reinstalled. That
labor adds up fast.

Durability and Weather Performance
Roof durability depends heavily on your local weather. In Austin Texas, we get intense sun,
occasional hail, and high winds from spring storms. Asphalt shingles handle the UV exposure
reasonably well, especially the architectural and impact-resistant grades. But the heat can
cause the asphalt to soften and the granules to shed over time. A dark-colored metal roof can
get hot enough to warp the panels if the gauge is too thin, though most modern metal roofs
have reflective coatings that help.

Wind resistance is another factor. Both asphalt shingles and metal roofs can be engineered to
handle high winds. For asphalt shingles, the key is using six nails per shingle instead of four,
and sealing the edges with roofing cement. For metal roofs, the seam type matters more. A
standing seam panel with hidden clips can survive hurricane-force winds, while exposed



fastener panels are more likely to peel off. I have seen a metal roof fail because the fasteners
were not rated for the wind load in that specific location.

Fire rating is a clear win for metal. Metal roofs are non-combustible and carry a Class A fire
rating. Asphalt shingles can be treated to achieve a Class A rating, but the base material is still
organic. In wildfire-prone areas, metal roofs are often required by code.

Maintenance and Longevity
Roof maintenance is where many homeowners get tripped up. An asphalt shingle roof needs
periodic inspections to spot loose shingles, cracked sealant around vents, and moss or algae
growth in shaded areas. The granules will wear off over time, and when they do, the shingle is
vulnerable to UV damage. Expect to do minor repairs every few years and a full replacement
after twenty to thirty years for three-tab shingles. Architectural and impact-resistant shingles
can push that to thirty-five or forty years if the attic ventilation is good.

A metal roof requires less frequent attention, but the maintenance that is needed is more
critical. You have to check the seam seals, the flashings around chimneys and skylights, and
the condition of any exposed fasteners. A tiny pinhole leak can cause rust that spreads under
the paint. Many metal roofs come with a roofing warranty that covers the finish for thirty years
or more, but the warranty often requires annual inspections by a certified contractor. If you skip
those, the warranty can be voided.

Aesthetics and Curb Appeal
Roof aesthetics are subjective, but they matter when you sell your home. Asphalt shingles have
a classic look that fits most traditional architecture. They come in a wide range of colors and
styles, from the clean lines of architectural shingles to the textured look of impact-resistant
shingles. Metal roofs have a sleek, contemporary appearance that works well on modern and
mid-century homes. A standing seam metal roof can also be formed into curves and unusual
shapes that are difficult to do with shingles.

In neighborhoods with homeowners associations, the approved roofing materials list might
restrict your choice. Some HOAs only allow asphalt shingles because they match the rest of
the community. Others have started allowing metal roofs with specific colors and seam
patterns. It is worth checking the covenants before you get too far into planning.

Climate Suitability and Local Experience
Climate suitability is another layer to consider. In hot, sunny climates like Austin Texas, a light-
colored metal roof can reduce cooling costs, but the noise from rain and hail can be a real
downside. Asphalt shingles absorb more heat, which can make the upstairs rooms warmer, but



they are quieter. In areas with heavy snow, metal roofs shed snow more easily, reducing the
risk of ice dams. In areas with frequent wildfires, metal roofs are the safer choice.

I have worked with Austin Roofing Company on several projects where the homeowner was
torn between these two options. The best conversations I have seen happen when the
homeowner brings a list of priorities: budget, expected time in the home, tolerance for
maintenance, and the specific weather patterns of their street. A house on a hill that gets the
full brunt of a summer storm might need impact-resistant shingles or a heavy-gauge metal
roof. A house in a sheltered valley might do fine with three-tab shingles and a good ventilation
system.

Making the Call
At the end of the day, the asphalt shingles vs metal roof decision is not about which one is
objectively better. It is about which one fits your situation. If you want a lower upfront cost,
easy repairs, and a classic look that blends into a traditional neighborhood, asphalt shingles
are a strong choice. If you plan to stay in the home for thirty years or more, want a fire-resistant
roof with minimal maintenance, and can handle the higher installation cost, metal is worth the
investment.

I always recommend getting a detailed quote from a licensed contractor who has experience
with both asphalt shingle installation and metal roof installation. The quality of the installation
matters more than the brand of the shingle or the gauge of the steel. A mediocre metal roof
installed poorly will fail faster than a good asphalt shingle roof installed correctly. And vice
versa.

Roofing materials have come a long way in the last twenty years. The gap between asphalt
shingles and metal roofs has narrowed, especially with the development of impact-resistant
shingles that offer better hail protection and architectural shingles that mimic the look of wood
or slate. So take your time, ask for references, and look at roofs that have been in place for a
decade or more. That real-world evidence will tell you more than any spec sheet ever will.


