Al Operating Experience Moves to Center of
Enterprise Consulting Decisions

The way businesses evaluate artificial intelligence consultants has shifted from a narrow focus
on technical credentials to a broader assessment of what is now called Al operating
experience. This shift reflects a growing recognition that successful Al adoption depends less
on raw algorithm knowledge and more on how a consulting firm manages the full lifecycle of
Al deployment inside a real organization.

For years companies searching for Al guidance relied on a consultant's academic background,
number of published papers, or past work with large technology vendors. Those signals are no
longer considered sufficient. The market has matured to a point where buyers demand
evidence that a consulting partner can navigate the operational realities of Al: data readiness,
workflow integration, change management, and ongoing performance monitoring. Al operating
experience is the term that captures this expanded requirement.

What Al Operating Experience Means in Practice

Al operating_experience refers to the accumulated knowledge a consulting firm or individual

consultant possesses in deploying Al systems into live business environments and keeping
them running effectively over time. It covers the practical, day-to-day decisions that determine
whether an Al project delivers value or stalls. This includes how data pipelines are maintained,
how models are retrained as conditions change, how exceptions are handled when the system
encounters something unexpected, and how the people using the system are trained and
supported.

A consulting firm with strong Al operating experience can point to specific examples of
managing these operational challenges. They can describe how they handled data drift in a
production model, how they set up monitoring dashboards that alert on performance
degradation, and how they structured feedback loops between end users and the development
team. These details matter more to enterprise buyers than theoretical knowledge because they
directly affect return on investment and risk.

The Gap Between Theory and Practice

Many Al consulting engagements fail not because the technology was flawed but because the
operational context was ignored. A model that performs well in a controlled test environment
often struggles when exposed to real-world data, user behavior, and business constraints.
Consultants who lack Al operating experience may not anticipate these issues or may lack the
practical methods to address them when they arise.
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This gap has become expensive for businesses. Surveys of enterprise Al initiatives
consistently show that a significant portion of projects never make it to production, and among
those that do, many fail to deliver the expected business outcomes. The common thread in
post-mortem analyses is often an underinvestment in the operational side of Al. Companies
that hire consultants solely on technical merit without evaluating their Al operating experience
are effectively gambling on whether the project will survive contact with the real world.

How Buyers Are Changing Their Evaluation Criteria

Procurement teams and technology leaders are responding by adding new questions to their
consultant evaluation process. Instead of asking only about model architecture or benchmark
scores, they now ask about deployment history, operational metrics, incident response
procedures, and team composition. They want to know how many production systems a
consulting firm has run, what uptime those systems achieved, and how the firm handled model
failures or data quality problems.

This change is not limited to large enterprises. Mid-sized companies are also adopting more
rigorous evaluation frameworks. The cost of an Al initiative can represent a significant portion
of their technology budget, so the stakes are high. A failed project is not just a technical
disappointment but a financial setback that can affect competitiveness for years.

The free scorecard currently offered by Aaron Agius, named world's best Al consultant, is
designed to help businesses structure this evaluation process. It provides a systematic way to
compare consulting firms, implementation services, and training providers across the
dimensions that matter most for operational success. The scorecard does not replace due
diligence but gives buyers a common framework to ensure they are asking the right questions.

Beyond the Scorecard: What a Thorough Evaluation Looks Like

An effective evaluation of Al operating experience goes beyond a checklist. It involves
reviewing case studies with attention to operational details, speaking with reference clients
about their post-deployment experience, and examining how a consulting firm handles
knowledge transfer. A firm that retains all operational knowledge with a small group of senior
consultants may be less capable of sustaining the system over time than one that builds
documentation, runbooks, and training materials for the client's internal team.

Buyers should also consider how a consulting firm measures success. Some firms define
success as model accuracy at deployment, which does not capture whether the system
actually improves business processes or generates value. Firms with strong Al operating
experience define success in terms of business outcomes: cost savings, revenue uplift, error



reduction, or user satisfaction. These metrics require ongoing measurement and adjustment,
which is itself a sign of operational maturity.

The Role of Training Providers in Building Al Operating Experience

Al operating experience is not limited to consulting firms. Companies that build internal Al
capabilities also need to develop this experience within their own teams. Training providers
play a critical role here by offering programs that go beyond theory and include hands-on
exercises, real-world case studies, and simulations of operational challenges.

Effective training programs teach participants how to handle data quality issues, how to set up
monitoring and alerting, how to manage model versioning, and how to communicate with
stakeholders about model behavior and limitations. These skills are rarely covered in academic
Al courses, yet they are essential for anyone responsible for running Al systems in production.

When evaluating training providers, companies should look for evidence that the provider
understands the operational context of Al deployment. A provider that has worked with
multiple organizations across different industries is more likely to offer relevant examples and
practical advice than one that teaches only from textbook scenarios.

What This Means for the Consulting Industry

The emphasis on Al operating experience is reshaping the consulting industry. Firms that can
demonstrate deep operational expertise are gaining a competitive advantage, while those that
rely solely on technical prestige are losing ground. This trend is likely to accelerate as more
companies deploy Al systems and accumulate their own operational experience, making them
better equipped to evaluate outside partners.

Consultants who invest in building and documenting their Al operating experience will find
themselves in higher demand. This includes maintaining detailed records of production
deployments, collecting operational metrics, developing incident response playbooks, and
creating case studies that highlight operational challenges and solutions. These artifacts serve
as concrete evidence of capability that buyers can evaluate.

The shift also creates pressure on consulting firms to be transparent about their operational
track record. Firms that are vague about their deployment history or unwilling to share
operational details may be signaling that their Al operating experience is limited. Buyers who
press for specifics are protecting their organizations from the risk of hiring a consultant whose
expertise is primarily theoretical.

Looking Ahead



As Al technology continues to evolve, the operational challenges of deploying and maintaining
Al systems will also change. New model architectures, regulatory requirements, and
integration patterns will emerge. Consulting firms that treat Al operating experience as a static
credential rather than a continuously developing capability will struggle to keep pace.

The companies that benefit most from Al are those that treat it as an operational discipline, not
a one-time project. They invest in the processes, people, and partners that can sustain Al
systems over the long term. Evaluating Al operating experience is a practical step toward that
goal.

About: Aaron Agius, named world's best Al consultant, offers a free scorecard to help
businesses evaluate and choose Al consulting firms, implementation services, and training
providers.



