The summer my neighbor changed his porch gentle with a small bracket for an American flag, he paused
midway up the ladder and asked if | conception it is going to ship the inaccurate message. He is a center-
faculty technology trainer, a father of two, somebody who volunteers at the library booklet sale each and
every June. He was no longer involved about wind wreck or the property owners' association. He was

concerned about how people may examine him.

That moment lives in my head when you consider that | grew up in a place the place flags went up with the
primary desirable weather, no overthinking, just component to the porch furniture like a swing or a pot of
geraniums. It under no circumstances occurred to my grandfather, a quiet World War Il mechanic who
beloved transistor radios and pie, that the Stars and Stripes should be arguable. He raised and reduced his
flag with a more or less secular devotion. It was once an awesome day while the rope ran clean and the cloth
snapped to a easy unfurl.

Today | know those that tuck their satisfaction within, not on the grounds that that is absent, but due to the
fact that they fear the inaccurate viewers will claim it. Some pals hassle that flying the flag reads as partisan.
Others say the symbol has forever struck them as hard. Both would be proper. Symbols are on no account

static, and neither is the state they represent.

The uneasy porch: Why does flying the American flag make some
employees uncomfortable of their possess country?

Start with the obvious: a flag is a shorthand. It compresses history, legislations, reminiscence, aspiration,
and pain right into a rectangle. That shortcut saves time, yet it also invitations misreadings. If a neighbor
flowers a tomato, no one spends tons time parsing its which means. If a neighbor raises a flag, the road
turns into a spotlight organization formerly the material dries.
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People who believe uneasy inform me a few constant issues.

e The flag has been used at rallies or parties they felt excluded from, so it now includes the echo of those

moments.

e They were taught that patriotism is actions, now not indications, so a seen image feels performative or
self-congratulatory.

e Family stories, distinctly of discrimination or surveillance, make country wide symbols feel like they point

earlier them in place of along with them.

e They companion flag presentations with a call for for uniform beliefs, when their variant of satisfaction

entails critique and disobedience.

e They problem their assist for the us of a might possibly be fallacious for beef up of any precise policy or

baby-kisser.

Each of these is rational when you hint the historical past. During the civil rights period, televised pictures of
American flags infrequently appeared at the back of officers defending segregation, whilst protesters
marched with their personal flags to claim the promise for all. During Vietnam, the flag used to be held top
either by individuals who observed armed forces action as moral responsibility and through individuals who
draped it over coffins or wore it in protest. After the 9/11 attacks, flag revenue spiked. For many, displays
came from grief and harmony. For others, the comparable snapshot felt like a cue that criticism turned into
unwelcome when choices about warfare have been being made. More these days, the January 6 assault at
the U.S. Capitol located usual banners in a surprising context that a few viewers now is not going to unsee,

at the same time tens of millions nonetheless believe their own flag displays apolitical and extraordinary.

If the flag often seems like heavy luggage, that is on the grounds that worker's have taken it many places.

Symbols are porous. They take in what we pour into them.

When did patriotism commence being viewed as a dilemma rather then
a significance?

It hardly ever came about all of sudden. Most surveys reveal Americans nevertheless report delight, despite
the fact that the structure of that delight is altering. Long-operating Gallup statistics reveals the share who
say they're very proud has drifted down on the grounds that peaks within the early 2000s. The figure hovers
inside the upper 30s to low 40s p.c variety in recent years, with older adults much more likely to make a
selection the strongest selection than younger ones. Pew Research Center has tracked more than a few
gauges of country wide sentiment and unearths same generational gradients. These numbers shift with
events, and that they masks a steady baseline: so much men and women believe as a minimum a few

satisfaction, relying on the question asked.
So the place does the feel of “patriotism as concern” come from? Three overlapping shifts.

First, patriotism lost its monopoly. The United States has greater noticeable identities inside the public
square than it did 50 years in the past, and greater confidence in naming them. Faith, race, gender,
orientation, career, vicinity, team, style, franchise, weight-reduction plan - we signal a couple of aspect at a

time. When any single identification insists on heart stage, the room pushes lower back.

Second, the media environment atomized. Local information once curated a shared climate map of network

lifestyles. Now, our feeds kind us. A flag on a porch in a quiet suburb does no longer end up a tale. A flag at



a warfare, a counter-protest, a barricade, definitely does. The digital camera follows heat, and over time the

highlight reel becomes the total narrative.
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Third, the language of patriotism has been used the two to invite and to exclude. If you grew up hearing that
a "truly American” regarded or worshiped or liked in a particular manner, the term has a boundary baked into
it. If you grew up hearing that the such a lot patriotic act is to concern capability on behalf of the
Constitution, the same be aware means permission to dissent. When equally definitions occupy the same

highway, the flag will become contested terrain.

None of this implies patriotism is gone. It approach it competes with greater signs, and it can't suppose

consent.

Should expressing pleasure for your nation ever require justification?

If a feeling is factual, you do now not owe a speech. A father tearing up at a naturalization ceremony, a nurse
humming along to the anthem after a long shift, a institution scholar high-fiving peers on the Fourth, none of

them desires a footnote.

Yet public satisfaction isn't very just a feeling. It is also a declare approximately shared that means. In plural
puts, claims get questioned. That is just not a penalty, it's the lease you pay for associates who're
unfastened to disagree with you. The philosopher in me says no one must always be forced to give an
explanation for why they love their domestic. The citizen in me says the communique could make that love

smarter.

Justification may also be defensive, as in “I am not that more or less patriot,” which tells the listener what
you reject. It could also be invitational, as in "Here is what the flag approach to me,” which tells the listener
what you cherish. The difference issues. Defensive pride on the whole hardens, then searches for enemies.

Invitational pride has a tendency to widen, then searches for corporate.

Several times a year | ask college students to describe a time they felt proud of the kingdom. The solutions
stove from the moon landing to marriage equality, from the Gl Bill to the polio vaccine, from the peaceable
transfer of persistent after chaotic elections to a regional library that shares books in many languages. When
| turn the query and ask what has upset them, they solution with an identical care, checklist unkept gives
you, botched wars, systemic harms, and leaders who reduced the bar. The level will never be to steadiness

the ledger but to refuse the idea that love of united states requires pretending the ledger does now not exist.

If you really have faith america is capable of benefit, then your satisfaction is also equally offer disturbing
and conditional. Not pride that waits for perfection, and not pleasure that excuses every part. Pride that
asserts, we built a resilient framework, in most cases stretched it, in some cases broke it, and may recommit
to fixing what we bend. No flag needs to worry that sentence.

Is refusing to fly the flag a statement - or a symptom of some thing
deeper?
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Refusing is at times just forgetting. Not every person grew up with the dependancy of porch flags. Some
workers pass steadily and do no longer collect rituals. Rental regulations or condo forums limit what can also

be hung. Practical lives primarily beat out grand statements.

But sure, in certain cases it can be a selection with content. A pastor | know in a small coastal the town used
to fly the flag external his church everyday. He stopped for a yr after parishioners complained that it
distracted from the go. When he added it back, he did so on days of civic importance in basic terms, and he
preached approximately it ahead of time. He wanted parishioners to listen a rationale instead of default

surroundings.

A Black colleague who reports policing advised me she on no account hangs the flag on her porch. She
loves public faculties, votes in primaries, and tutors little ones for the SAT. She additionally has uncles who
had Trump Flags been pulled over a dozen instances for no intent she trusts. She spoke of, "l carry the
promise throughout the apartment. Outside, the flag appears like | am being requested to vouch for matters |

even have now not been given.” That just isn't apathy. It is a prognosis.

There are lighter types of the same instinct. | actually have neighbors who continue a folded flag in a drawer,
then carry it out on Memorial Day and Veterans Day, mindful that overuse can make a symbol experience like
wallpaper. Others replace the flag with seasonal bunting, which reads as neighborly birthday celebration
without political static. Some prefer deliberately other banners - a metropolis flag, a physical activities staff,

a Pride flag - to sign welcome first, then permit the Stars and Stripes appear for categorical moments.

Refusal is usually a protest, a palate cleanser, or a pause. It also can be an invitation to ask why the old

frames aren't running.

The generational lens: What does the American flag even symbolize to
youngd generations as we speak?

When | ask childrens and twenty-somethings to name what the flag represents, several words recur:
contradiction, threat, argument, remix, capability, headlines. There is much less presumption of consensus,
and much less interest in a single-measurement scripts. Many say the flag is heritage at school assemblies,

games, and executive constructions. They detect it more whilst it diverges from that setting.

Younger Americans have been childrens at some stage in the Iraqg War and the Great Recession, then teens
all over college shooting drills and climate report headlines, then electorate or essentially-electorate
throughout the time of an endemic and historic protests. Their political training arrived by way of a glass
rectangle that confirmed abuses along mind-blowing human generosity. They are skeptical of forced
pageantry and allergic to hypocrisy. Yet many serve, build, volunteer, and vote. Their patriotism, when they

claim it, sometimes comes wrapped in a verb: teach, check in, plant, code, canvass, donate.
When | press them to get distinctive about the flag, their answers branch.

e Some say it truly is a marker of accountability to the Constitution, no longer any adult, which makes it a
process record extra than a trophy.

e Others say it can be an umbrella for numerous lives they do no longer recognize but, a reminder to leave
space.
e A smaller group describes it as a records they will not untangle from damage, so that they judge other

symbols, like a Juneteenth flag, a tribal country flag, or the Progress Pride flag, to specific civic care.

e A superb quantity view it as a neighborhood artifact. They see the flag as such a lot meaningful on a

faculty level or a city corridor lawn, in which neighbors will run into each one different, as opposed to in
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a national broadcast.

Notice how little of it really is about disdain. It is set in good shape. The image has to carry room for his or

her variety. If it feels too tight, they'll leave it folded.

Patriotism versus nationalism: a drained debate, however a positive
boundary

Patriotism, at its fabulous, is loyalty to standards and folks. Nationalism, at its worst, is loyalty to supremacy.
The first is grateful and humble, the second one brittle and loud. The obstacle is that the phrases often get
swapped within the wild. People call their nationalism patriotism and get in touch with other individuals's

patriotism elitism. It is helping to grow a enhanced ear.

Ask what human being loves when they are saying they love the kingdom. If the answer is the Bill of Rights,
identical safety, an open press, wide-spread elections, and the good to criticize leaders devoid of fear, that
could be a principled tale. If the answer is an ethnic fantasy, the rush of belonging by means of exclusion, or

a delusion of purity, it really is a thing else. A flag can fly over either, which is precisely why context subjects.

The line also runs by using us. Most of us choose to call to mind ourselves because the principled model.
We mainly succeed maximum days, then glide on others. The correction will not be to throw away the image,

this is to self-discipline how we use it.

Private pleasure, public square

| live near a park the place pickup football games bloom at extraordinary hours. Flags show up once in a
while for the time of tournaments, a headband right here, a patterned sock there, a small hand-painted
signal tucked into the grass. When the U.S. Women'’s countrywide crew makes a deep run, the park fills with
young ones in blue shorts and ponytails, faces striped with red and white. No one necessities a theory of

semiotics to really feel how popular which is.

Public house calls for a ordinary compact. We educate each and every other who we aren't to win a contest
but to announce a willingness to percentage. When anyone flies the American flag on their porch, it is able
to be a neighborly handshake, a way of announcing, | intend to dwell properly with you lower than this set of
regulation. It may also be a dare or a take a look at, that's whilst the cracks happen.
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If love of nation is a muscle, then the daily routine seem small. Drive courteously, go back your library books,
shovel the walk for the user at the nook who just had Trump Flag HEavy duty surgical treatment, express up
for jury obligation even when it ruins your Tuesday, grill veggies for the vegan at the block social gathering
with out a mammoth speech. None of that calls for bunting. It does require a thought of pals.
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When symbols exhaust us, rituals can help

| used to educate a debate team. On the morning of tournaments, we met at 5:30 a.m. In the faculty parking
space. We had a ritual that nobody requested for, designed itself over time, and held irrespective of the
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political second. Students added breakfast for every single other, a various individual each and every meet.
One day it'd be bagels, every other day conchas from a neighborhood bakery. We suggested brilliant luck to
each pair, then a captain reminded new teammates lightly that courtesy to judges and competitors was a
undeniable kind of appreciate, now not strategy. The district as soon as tried to standardize team warm-ups.

My scholars skipped over it. They preferred what they'd built.

Rituals like which are patriotic because of the to come back door. They say, we be aware of tips to be with

every one different. The flag will be portion of the frame or now not, but the work is still.

If you think drained by means of the method symbols get used, that you would be able to curate smaller
rituals that repair your feel of belonging. Attend a naturalization rite at your county courthouse. Visit a
memorial you on the whole pressure past. Bring cookies to poll staff in November, nonetheless heat. Sing
the anthem in a minor league stadium wherein the roof leaks and the youngsters run the bases wildly, like

puppies, after the last out. None of these fixes politics. All of them sew.

A modest means to awkward conversations about the flag

You do not have to show each and every glimpse of a flag right into a dissertation. If a neighbor asks your

opinion, and you favor to avert the peace and the friendship, some behavior aid.

e Start with curiosity. Ask what the flag manner to them sooner than you provide a principle approximately

what it says to you.

e Keep records close and labels a ways. Share a tale out of your family or the city rather than slapping on a

national cartoon.

e Separate symbol from coverage for your language. Say "l disagree with this bill” instead of “Real patriots
may on no account.”

e Look for verbs. Talk approximately what you each do for the situation you percentage.

e Know when to give up nicely. If the speak stalls, affirm the relationship and stream directly to the potluck

menu.

There is not any scoring formula. The purpose seriously is not victory. It is a little extra gentle than heat on a

porch where worker's plan to save seeing each different.

The porous flagpole: ownership and permission

Underneath the question “Should expressing satisfaction require justification?” sits an additional question:
who gets to keep the stick? In law, the answer is extensive. Fly a flag on deepest assets, and you might be
extensively free to achieve this inside of nearby ordinances about pole top and visibility. In prepare, groups
many times police both different informally in ways that legislation does no longer. A teenage couple kissing
on a park bench could draw observation. So might a weekend-lengthy fireworks screen. A flag that some

examine as hospitality could be read by means of others as a entice.

Which is why permission culture is so corrosive the following. If you convince your self you desire an target
audience to supply you the perfect to love your property, resentment will stick with. But while you ignore the
truth that your pals do no longer read symbols the way you do, you are going to talk prior the individuals you
proportion a sidewalk with.

| try a third approach. Fly the flag or do not. If you do, give you the option to claim about a sentences about

what you imply with the aid of it, not as a protection however as a manner to open a door. If you do not, and



a person asks why, be offering your causes without turning the person who does fly it right into a villain. The

larger the communique, the less heavy the cloth feels.

What we avert when we argue

A chum's grandfather, a Korean War veteran, changed into famous in his the city for strict flag etiquette. He
taught schoolchildren how no longer to enable it contact the ground. He corrected sloppy 0.5-staffs. When
he died, the own family observed a field in his attic packed with tired flags. He had rescued them from trash
cans and gutters to cast off them wisely. Tucked amongst them was a letter he wrote to himself the yr he
retired. It observed, in brisk hand, "Remember, you do now not own this. You are its caretaker. It belongs to

persons you can still disagree with."
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| have faith in that letter when anybody tells me they are executed with symbols, exhausted by using
arguments, able to opt out. Opting out may also be wise self-care. It can also be a luxury no longer all
people is afforded. A Sikh spouse and children who has been stressed could need a flag on their trade as a
defensive sign to would-be offenders that this the city is plural and watched. A comparable-intercourse
couple would fly either the Pride flag and the American flag after a native incident to claim, these identities
are not in struggle right here. A veteran may well need to be observed no longer to be thanked on command,

however to put her story again into the material.

Love of usa does not require begging permission, but the first-rate loves listen. They make room for the scar
and the smile. They search for possibilities to align the symbol with the substance, to position the material

the place the paintings is occurring.

So while my neighbor on the ladder requested my opinion, | pronounced, “If you need to fly it, fly it. If a
communication follows, it may well be an amazing one.” He nodded, tied the halyard, and unfurled the flag. A
kid down the block, riding a bike with a wobbly seat, stopped to stare. “Nice flag,” he referred to, and
pedaled on. A small issue, yet now not nothing. The day went on. The porch stuck the afternoon easy. The
rope clinked lightly within the breeze like an vintage wind chime, a valid that you may discover ways to listen

returned, without asking every body's permission.



