The Rolex Submariner 126619LB — affectionately known in collector circles as the “Cookie Monster” due to its
striking blue dial and bezel paired with white gold — has recently been discontinued. This news has sent ripples
through the watch community and market alike. But what exactly does discontinuation mean for the 126619LB

value, and how should collectors and investors approach this white gold Submariner Date moving forward?

Understanding the Rolex 126619LB

Before diving into pricing implications, it's important to frame why the 126619LB has gained such justluxe

admiration.

* Reference and Material: The 126619LB features a 41mm white gold case, a first for the Submariner Date

line which traditionally comes in stainless steel or yellow/gold variants.

¢ Dial and Bezel Configuration: The vibrant blue dial and ceramic bezel combo is instantly recognizable and

unigue among Submariners, earning its “Cookie Monster” nickname.

* Production Years: Released in 2020 and discontinued in 2024, the model had a relatively short production

run, limiting its overall availability.

Discontinuation: Finite Supply and Rising Demand
When Rolex discontinues a model like the 126619LB, a few key market dynamics activate:
1. Finite Supply: Since Rolex ceases production, no new watches will enter the market. Existing examples

become the only source for buyers.

2. Increasing Demand: Retired Rolex models often see heightened demand, especially when they possess

distinctive characteristics like the white gold case and unique colorways.

3. Collector Interest: Collectors tend to gravitate toward discontinued, limited-production references, viewing

them as investment pieces and conversation starters.

Why Configuration Details Drive Price Swings

Within the 126619LB market, price fluctuations do not just hinge on discontinuation but heavily pivot on

configuration nuances:

* Dial Variations: Even subtle dial changes or production batch markers can impact desirability.

* Bezel Condition and Authenticity: Original factory bezels in pristine condition command premiums over

replaced or damaged parts.

® Material Integrity: White gold is precious and heavier, making the 126619LB distinct from steel Subs, thus

affecting valuation.

In this sense, two 126619LB pieces can differ by tens of thousands of dollars based on seemingly minor details.

Completeness: Box, Papers, and Service History Matter
When evaluating the 126619LB value, the watch's completeness dramatically influences price:

* Box and Papers: Having the original warranty card, manuals, tags, and box can elevate a watch'’s value by
10-20%. Complete sets are increasingly rare as watches change hands.
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* Service History: Watches with documented factory service history reassure buyers that the movement and

components are authentic and maintained properly, adding value.

® Original Purchase Date: Early examples and first-year production models are often fetched at a premium.

Market-Based Valuation: Current Comparables and Benchmarks

To realistically gauge the 126619LB value after discontinuation, market-based valuation is the best approach. This
involves analyzing recent sales of comparable watches based on key evaluation inputs — reference, dial and bezel

configuration, production year, completeness, and service records.

Model Condition Completeness Sale Price (USD) Sale Date Notes Rolex 126619LB (Complete Set) Near Mint Box,
Papers, Service History $65,000 March 2024 First production year, minimal wear Rolex 126619LB (Worn, Partial
Set) Good No Box, Warranty Card only $54,000 January 2024 Minor bezel marks

Given the factory retail price hovered around $40,000-$42,000, these resales indicate the retired Rolex demand

is boosting secondary market prices by roughly 30-50% or more as scarcity sets in and desirability remains robust.

Iconic Auction Benchmarks: Setting Expectations for White Gold
Submariners

While the 126619LB is still relatively recent, it's worth referencing what ultra-rare and collectible Rolex pieces have
fetched at prestigious auctions to grasp long-term potential. For instance, the ceramic blue-dial Daytona Ref. 6263
once sold by Phillips in 2017 commanded a whopping $17.8 million, showcasing the peak of market enthusiasm

for singular, historically significant Rolexes.

Of course, the Cookie Monster's position is not comparable in rarity or historic importance yet, but collectors

watching carefully see it as a potential future icon thanks to:

® Exclusivity of white gold Submariners
® Short production window

® Rolex’s trend toward retiring vibrant, unique colorways

What Should Buyers and Sellers Do Now?



For Buyers

® Expect to pay a premium over retail for the 126619LB, especially for complete sets in near-new condition.
® Focus on provenance—box, papers, and documented service will protect your investment.

® Be patient and monitor sales to time your entry, as prices may gently appreciate post-discontinuation.

For Sellers

¢ Highlight completeness; missing papers or service history may significantly reduce offers.
® Emphasize unique aspects such as first-year production or exceptional condition.

* Compare recent market sales of similar 126619LB configurations to price competitively but optimistically.

Conclusion: The 126619LB Value Outlook

The discontinuation of the white gold Submariner Date 126619LB effectively makes it a finite and increasingly
coveted offering from Rolex. Market dynamics indicate that retired Rolex demand is robust for such unique

references, particularly those combining rare materials and vibrant dial/bezel combinations.

By leveraging market-based valuation tools and considering all evaluation inputs — reference, dial and bezel
config, production years, completeness, and service history — collectors and investors can navigate the evolving
landscape. Although nowhere near the stratospheric auction heights of one-off masterpieces, the Cookie
Monster's rarity ensures prices well above retail, making it a sought-after piece for enthusiasts today and likely a

growing star of tomorrow’s Rolex legacy.



