
When someone calls my office and asks, “What is the best surrogacy agency in Riverside?”, I always give the same
honest answer: there is Riverside Best Surrogacy Agencies Southern California Surrogacy no single “best” agency
for everyone. There is only the agency that fits your needs, values, budget, and risk tolerance better than the
others.

Surrogacy is deeply personal, but it is also a complex medical, legal, and financial project. Picking the right agency
in Riverside or anywhere in California can protect your family, your surrogate, and hundreds of thousands of
dollars. Picking the wrong one can mean delays, disputes, and a lot of stress during a time that should be focused
on bringing a child safely into the world.

What follows is a practical guide, drawn from working with intended parents and surrogates across Southern
California, including Riverside County. We will walk through how to choose a surrogacy agency, what to look for,
what to ask, and how California’s legal and financial framework affects your decision.

First, understand your options: agency vs independent surrogacy
Before you compare surrogacy agencies near you, it helps to know what you are actually choosing between.

Surrogacy in California generally falls into two categories: agency-managed and independent.

With an agency, you have a professional team that recruits and screens surrogates, coordinates with IVF clinics,
matches intended parents and surrogates, helps manage escrow and payments, and guides you through the
process. This is what most people mean when they ask, “Are surrogacy agencies worth it?”

https://www.pinterest.com/csurrogacy/


Independent surrogacy means you match with a surrogate without an agency. The match might be through a
friend, a relative, social media, or word of mouth. You and your surrogate still work with an IVF clinic and your own
attorneys, but you do not have the agency layer. You or a hired case manager handle the coordination.

The key difference is the amount of support and risk management you want. Independent journeys can cost less,
but they demand more time, more organization, and a higher tolerance for handling issues directly. For most first-
time intended parents in Riverside, and certainly for many surrogates, a reputable agency is worth serious
consideration.

Why California, and Riverside in particular, is a surrogacy hub
When families abroad or from other states ask why California is such a popular state for surrogacy, the answer
comes down to three things: law, medical infrastructure, and culture.

California law is one of the most surrogacy-friendly in the United States. Gestational surrogacy, where the
surrogate has no genetic link to the child, is clearly recognized. Courts routinely issue pre-birth orders that
establish the intended parents as the legal parents, whether they are married or unmarried, heterosexual or same-
sex, domestic or international.

Riverside County sits in the middle of this supportive legal environment, with convenient access to fertility clinics in
Riverside, Inland Empire, Orange County, and the greater Los Angeles and San Diego regions. Many surrogacy
agencies serve Riverside residents even if their main offices sit elsewhere in Southern California.

Culturally, California is used to welcoming single intended parents, same-sex couples, and non-traditional family
structures. If you are wondering whether single people can use a surrogacy agency, or whether same-sex couples
can pursue surrogacy in California, the practical answer is yes, as long as you meet the clinic’s medical criteria and
the agency’s screening requirements.

Key factor 1: Surrogacy type and legality in California
Understanding what is and is not legal in California shapes which agencies you should consider.

The overwhelming majority of arrangements in Riverside are gestational surrogacy. In gestational surrogacy,
embryos are created using the intended parents’ gametes or donor eggs and/or sperm. The surrogate carries the
pregnancy but has no genetic link to the child.

Traditional surrogacy, where the surrogate’s egg is used, is legally possible in California but carries far more legal
and emotional risk. Most established agencies in Riverside County and across the state will only handle gestational
surrogacy. If you encounter an agency that casually offers traditional surrogacy, you should probe how they
manage the legal risk.

A few legal basics in California that every intended parent and surrogate should recognize:

Surrogacy is legal, including compensated gestational surrogacy.

A written surrogacy agreement, signed before embryo transfer and meeting specific statutory requirements, is
essential.

Courts can issue pre-birth parentage orders, which identify who the legal parents are before delivery.

You still need your own lawyer. Agencies coordinate, but they should not be the only legal voice in your ear.

A reputable agency will work only with experienced California reproductive law attorneys and will insist that both
sides have independent legal counsel.



Key factor 2: Agency experience and reputation in Riverside County
When people ask, “How do I find a reputable surrogacy agency near me?”, they are often really asking, “Who can I
trust with something this big?”

In Riverside and neighboring counties, some agencies are local, while others operate statewide or nationally and
simply work frequently with families in the area. What matters more than a Riverside address is their track record
with California cases.

Here is what I watch for in an agency’s experience profile:

Years in operation, and specifically how long they have managed California surrogacies.

Number of completed journeys, not just matches made.

Familiarity with courts in Riverside County and surrounding counties, especially for pre-birth orders.

Willingness to connect you with past clients and surrogates who are willing to share their experience.

Be cautious with agencies that are vague about numbers or refuse to provide any references. Also pay attention to
how they respond when you ask about cases where things did not go smoothly. Every agency has had challenges.
The good ones can describe how they handled them without getting defensive.

Key factor 3: Screening standards for surrogates and intended parents
When surrogacy goes well, it looks effortless from the outside. In reality, that smooth experience comes from very
careful screening up front.

On the surrogate side, California clinics and agencies usually have similar baseline requirements. A typical Riverside
surrogate profile will include:

Age between about 21 and 40, with some clinics preferring 23 to mid 30s.

At least one prior uncomplicated pregnancy and delivery.

Stable home life and support system.

No recent major psychiatric history that is uncontrolled.

Non-smoker, no illicit drug use, limited or no alcohol during the process.

Body mass index within the range accepted by the IVF clinic, often up to the low 30s.

That list is not exhaustive, but it hints at how many women are screened out. When someone asks what
disqualifies you from being a surrogate, significant unmanaged health conditions, unstable housing, active
substance use, or lack of prior live births are common reasons.

For intended parents, agencies watch for a different set of factors: emotional readiness, realistic expectations,
financial capacity, stability in the relationship if there is a partner, and a basic understanding of medical and legal
risks. At intake, a good agency will ask you nearly as many questions as you ask them.

If you are comparing agencies in Riverside, ask them to walk you through their surrogate screening process step
by step. Do they order medical records from prior pregnancies or just rely on self-report? Do they run FBI-level
background checks on adults in the surrogate’s household? Do they require a psychological evaluation by a
qualified mental health professional? Rigorous screening protects everybody.

Key factor 4: Matching approach and timeline
“How long does it take to be matched with a surrogate?” is usually one of the first questions intended parents ask.



In California, a realistic matching timeline in a reputable agency is often 3 to 9 months from your formal intake to
a signed match, depending on how specific your criteria are. If you require very particular geographic, ethnic, or
lifestyle characteristics, it can take longer.

What matters is how the agency approaches the matching itself. Some agencies operate almost like a dating
service, sending profiles quickly with minimal pre-vetting. Others invest more time in understanding your values,
views about termination, number of embryos to transfer, communication preferences during pregnancy, and post-
birth contact.

Since so much of surrogacy success depends on alignment on these topics, ask detailed questions about how the
Riverside agency handles them. When conflicts arise later in pregnancy, they often trace back to a rushed or
superficial match.

Key factor 5: Transparency in fees and costs
California surrogacy is expensive, and Riverside is no exception. Before you sign any agreement, you should be
clear on at least three financial questions:

What does surrogacy cost in California overall? For intended parents, a typical gestational journey often runs in
the range of 120,000 to 200,000 dollars or more, once you include IVF, medications, agency fees, surrogate
compensation, legal, insurance, and miscellaneous expenses. The range is wide because clinic fees, number of
embryo transfers, and complications can all change the final number.

How much do surrogacy agencies charge? Agencies often have a base program fee anywhere from 20,000 to
40,000 dollars or higher, depending on how comprehensive their services are. Some also charge separate match
fees, rematch fees, or extra coordination fees for complex medical situations or international clients.

What is included in surrogacy agency fees? This is where you must read carefully. A thorough agency fee typically
covers intake, recruiting, screening, matching, coordination during the medical workup, pregnancy support, and
some administrative and legal coordination. It usually does not cover IVF clinic costs, surrogate compensation,
health insurance premiums, legal fees for each party’s separate lawyer, or travel expenses.

When you compare agencies, do not just compare the headline number. Ask for a sample budget for a Riverside
case similar to yours. Then look line by line at what the agency fee covers and what sits outside it. A lower agency
fee that leaves you handling more tasks yourself is not necessarily cheaper once you factor in time, risk, and the
cost of mistakes.

Key factor 6: Surrogate compensation and fairness
Potential surrogates in Riverside, understandably, want to know how much surrogates make in California and in
their county. At the same time, intended parents want to know whether surrogate pay is fair and sustainable.

In California, base compensation for first-time gestational surrogates typically starts somewhere in the 45,000 to
60,000 dollar range, with experienced surrogates or high-demand profiles earning more. In Riverside County, the
numbers are often similar to the broader Southern California market, sometimes with modest variation.

On top of the base, surrogates receive additional payments for things like embryo transfer, maternity clothing,
invasive procedures, carrying multiples, or bed rest. They should also have all pregnancy-related medical expenses
covered, along with life insurance and lost wages if they work outside the home and have to miss work for medical
reasons.



From a fairness perspective, the key question is whether the agency is transparent with both sides. Surrogates
should see a clear, written compensation schedule before matching, and intended parents should see exactly the
same schedule in their budget. Any agency that pressures a surrogate to accept lower compensation after the fact,
or that obscures where money flows, is a red flag.

Key factor 7: Insurance and medical risk management
Health insurance is one of the most misunderstood parts of surrogacy in California. People often ask if surrogacy is
covered by insurance in California. The true answer is: sometimes, partially.

Most standard health plans in California will cover a pregnancy, but many include explicit exclusions for surrogacy
or for pregnancies where the insured person is not the intended parent. The language varies widely. Some
Riverside-area employers have plans that are more generous, while others clearly exclude surrogate pregnancies.

A competent agency will:

Review the surrogate’s insurance policy, ideally through a specialist, to identify any surrogacy exclusions.

If the policy is not suitable, help arrange a separate surrogate-friendly health plan, often through the ACA
marketplace during open enrollment or through a special product designed for surrogacy.

Ensure a life insurance policy is in place for the surrogate before embryo transfer.

Coordinate with the IVF clinic to confirm medical suitability and risk factors.

This is not an area to cut corners. Uninsured or underinsured complications in pregnancy or delivery can rapidly
become six-figure medical bills. Ask any agency you interview in Riverside exactly how they evaluate insurance and
what happens if the surrogate loses coverage mid-pregnancy.

Key factor 8: Legal coordination and parentage orders
Even though surrogacy is legal in California, you still need careful legal work. Intended parents often ask: Do you
need a lawyer for surrogacy? You do, and so does your surrogate.

Under California law, the surrogacy agreement must be in writing, signed before embryo transfer, and meet
specific content requirements. Each party must have independent legal counsel. The contract covers everything
from compensation schedules and medical decision-making to expectations around selective reduction,
termination, and contact after birth.

Later in the pregnancy, your attorney will typically file for a pre-birth parentage order. This order tells the hospital
and the state who the legal parents are. In gestational surrogacy, the intended parents are recognized as the legal
parents, and the surrogate is not, even though she gives birth.

A Riverside agency should be able to describe clearly which attorneys they work with in California, how pre-birth
orders are handled in the counties where their surrogates typically deliver, and what happens if a party moves or
delivers unexpectedly in a different county or state.

If an agency downplays the importance of separate attorneys, or tells you that their in-house counsel can
represent everyone, that is a signal to walk away.

Key factor 9: Emotional support and communication style
The surrogacy process is not just a checklist of steps. It is an emotional marathon that affects intended parents,
surrogates, partners, and sometimes older children.



A strong Riverside agency understands this and builds support into its program. That might include access to a
mental health professional for both sides, support groups for surrogates, guidance on how to talk about surrogacy
with extended family, and help navigating sensitive topics like pregnancy loss or medical complications.

Pay close attention to how the agency staff communicate with you from the first call. Are they responsive, direct,
and willing to answer uncomfortable questions? Do they respect your boundaries around communication
frequency and style? When you ask, “What rights does a surrogate have in California?” or “Who are the legal
parents in a surrogacy arrangement?”, do they answer clearly or gloss over the nuances?

Small communication issues early often grow into serious frustration once you are several months into a
pregnancy.

Key factor 10: Financial protections, escrow, and refunds
With such large sums involved, financial structure is one of the most important factors to compare.

Most reputable California agencies use an independent escrow company to hold and disburse funds for surrogate
compensation and related expenses. This separation prevents conflicts of interest and ensures that your surrogate
is paid on time according to the contract, regardless of agency cash flow.

Ask how the agency handles:

Escrow account setup and administration.

What happens financially if the match fails before embryo transfer.

Refund policies if you or the surrogate withdraws for good cause.

Rematch fees and how many attempts are included in your base program fee.

Financing options for surrogacy are also worth exploring. Some intended parents in Riverside use personal savings
and family support. Others combine savings with medical financing, personal loans, or specialized fertility financing
programs. A few employers offer fertility and surrogacy benefits that reimburse some agency or IVF costs. Ask the
agency whether they have experience working with benefit programs or financing companies, but be cautious of
anyone pushing a specific lender too hard.

How the surrogacy process works, step by step
No two journeys are identical, but the broad outline of how surrogacy works is fairly similar across reputable
Riverside agencies. This overview can help you compare how clearly each agency explains the process.

Here is a typical sequence:

1. Initial consultations and intake

You meet with one or more agencies, share your background and goals, and review their program details. If
you decide to move forward, you complete intake forms, provide medical history, and sign an agency
agreement.

2. Screening and match

The agency screens potential surrogates and intended parents medically, psychologically, and legally. They
present potential matches to both sides. Once everyone agrees, you move to a formal match and medical
workup.

3. Legal and medical preparation



Independent attorneys draft and review the gestational surrogacy agreement. At the same time, the surrogate
completes medical evaluations at the IVF clinic. After contracts are signed and escrow is funded, the clinic
schedules the embryo transfer cycle.

4. Pregnancy and monitoring

If transfer is successful, the pregnancy is monitored by the clinic initially, then by an OB in the surrogate’s area.
The agency coordinates communication, payments, and logistics, while attorneys prepare parentage orders.

5. Birth and post-birth steps

At delivery, the hospital has the parentage order so the intended parents’ names go on the birth certificate.
The agency and attorneys help finalize any remaining paperwork. Many surrogates and parents stay in touch,
but the level of contact depends on the expectations set early in the journey.

The entire surrogacy process often takes 15 to 24 months from the first agency meeting to bringing your baby
home. Part of choosing a surrogacy agency in Riverside is deciding who you want next to you for that entire span.

Questions to ask a Riverside surrogacy agency before you sign
When you sit down with agencies, you want to get beyond the glossy brochures and Instagram photos.
Thoughtful, concrete questions help.

Consider using a short checklist like this during your consultations:

How many California surrogacy journeys have you completed in the last three years, and how many involved
Riverside County clients or surrogates?

What are your exact screening steps for surrogates and intended parents, and who performs each evaluation?

Can you walk me through your fee structure, what is included, and what typical total costs look like for a case
like mine?

Which attorneys and escrow providers do you typically work with, and are they truly independent from your
agency?

What is your process if a match fails or a pregnancy does not progress, both emotionally and financially?

Their answers will teach you as much about their values and professionalism as about their policies.

Are surrogacy agencies worth it, and how do you decide?
Whether a surrogacy agency is “worth it” depends on your personal situation. If you are deeply organized, have a
trusted surrogate already identified, are comfortable managing complex logistics, and have strong legal and
medical advisors, independent surrogacy might suit you.

For many, the agency’s role in risk management, conflict prevention, and day to day coordination justifies the cost.
A reputable Riverside agency will not simply match you and vanish. It will keep the process moving, keep
communication clear, and step in if tensions arise.

When you weigh agencies, try to look beyond branding. Focus on the ten factors we have walked through: legality
and surrogacy type, experience, screening rigor, matching approach, fee transparency, surrogate compensation,
insurance handling, legal coordination, emotional support, and financial protections.

If you find an agency in or serving Riverside County that can speak in detail and with integrity about each of these,
you are far closer to your own answer to the question, “What is the best surrogacy agency in Riverside?” It is the



one where you feel informed, respected, and genuinely supported, from your first consultation until long after the
baby is born.


