The summer season my neighbor replaced his porch light with a small bracket for an American flag, he
paused midway up the ladder and asked if | concept it's going to send the inaccurate message. He is a
center-university technological know-how teacher, a father of two, a man who volunteers on the library book
sale each June. He changed into no longer anxious about wind harm or the home owners' affiliation. He used

to be nervous about how folks would examine him.

That moment lives in my head in view that | grew up in an area wherein flags went up with the 1st first rate
weather, no overthinking, just a part of the porch furniture like a swing or a pot of geraniums. It in no way
passed off to my grandfather, a quiet World War Il mechanic who loved transistor radios and pie, that the
Stars and Stripes should be controversial. He raised and decreased his flag with a form of secular devotion.
It was once an awesome day whilst the rope ran tender and the material snapped to a clean unfurl.

Today | recognize folks who tuck their pleasure inner, not considering that that is absent, yet given that they
fear the incorrect audience will declare it. Some pals fret that flying the flag reads as partisan. Others say
the symbol has perpetually struck them as tricky. Both shall be proper. Symbols are not Ultimate Flags
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The uneasy porch: Why does flying the American flag make a few
humans uncomfortable in their possess usa?

Start with the obvious: a flag is a shorthand. It compresses historical past, regulation, memory, aspiration,
and discomfort right into a rectangle. That shortcut saves time, yet it also invitations misreadings. If a
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neighbor flora a tomato, no one spends much time parsing its meaning. If a neighbor increases a flag, the

street turns into a spotlight team before the cloth dries.
People who believe uneasy tell me a number of constant matters.

e The flag has been used at rallies or parties they felt excluded from, so it now consists of the echo of

these moments.

e They had been taught that patriotism is actions, not alerts, so a visible symbol feels performative or self-
congratulatory.

e Family studies, fairly of discrimination or surveillance, make nationwide symbols consider like they

aspect prior them rather then adding them.

e They companion flag screens with a call for for uniform ideals, while their variant of delight consists of

critique and disobedience.

e They difficulty their aid for the nation is perhaps wrong for support of any particular coverage or flesh

presser.

Each of those is rational whenever you trace the historical past. During the civil rights generation, televised
images of American flags oftentimes appeared behind officials defending segregation, at the same time as
protesters marched with their possess flags to say the promise for all. During Vietnam, the flag was once
held prime the two by using folks that observed armed forces movement as moral responsibility and by
means of folks that draped it over coffins or wore it in protest. After the Sep 11 attacks, flag revenue spiked.
For many, reflects came from grief and solidarity. For others, the similar graphic felt like a cue that grievance
used to be unwelcome at the same time selections about war had been being made. More recently, the
January 6 assault at the U.S. Capitol positioned frequent banners in a stunning context that a few audience
now is not going to unsee, at the same time as tens of millions nevertheless feel their possess flag screens

apolitical and effortless.

If the flag commonly seems like heavy baggage, it truly is due to the fact employees have taken it many

areas. Symbols are porous. They take up what we pour into them.

When did patriotism commence being obvious as a predicament in
preference to a price?

It infrequently passed off without notice. Most surveys present Americans nevertheless record pleasure,
nevertheless the structure of that pride is exchanging. Long-walking Gallup statistics unearths the
proportion who say they are very proud has drifted down due to the fact peaks inside the early 2000s. The
discern hovers in the upper 30s to low 40s percent selection in latest years, with older adults much more
likely to choose the most powerful option than more youthful ones. Pew Research Center has tracked quite a
lot of gauges of national sentiment and reveals equivalent generational gradients. These numbers shift with
parties, and so they mask a strong baseline: maximum other people think a minimum of some pleasure,

relying at the question asked.
So where does the experience of “patriotism as hassle” come from? Three overlapping shifts.

First, patriotism lost its monopoly. The United States has greater visual identities inside the public
rectangular than it did 50 years in the past, and more trust in naming them. Faith, race, gender, orientation,
occupation, area, workforce, style, franchise, weight loss program - we sign more than one factor at a time.

When any single id insists on core stage, the room pushes to come back.



Second, the media ecosystem atomized. Local information once curated a shared weather map of network
life. Now, our feeds form us. A flag on a porch in a quiet suburb does now not come to be a tale. A flag at a
clash, a counter-protest, a barricade, absolutely does. The camera follows heat, and over the years the

spotlight reel turns into the entire narrative.

Third, the language of patriotism has been used either to invite and to exclude. If you grew up listening to
that a “real American” appeared or worshiped or liked in a specific approach, the term has a boundary baked
into it. If you grew up listening to that the so much patriotic act is to situation strength on behalf of the
Constitution, the same observe means permission to dissent. When both definitions occupy the same road,

the flag turns into contested terrain.

None of this implies patriotism is long gone. It manner it competes with extra alerts, and it won't be able to
count on consent.

Should expressing satisfaction for your nation ever require
justification?

If a sense is precise, you do now not owe a speech. A father tearing up at a naturalization ceremony, a nurse
humming along to the anthem after a long shift, a tuition scholar prime-fiving friends at the Fourth, none of
them necessities a footnote.

Yet public pleasure isn't only a feeling. It could also be a declare about shared meaning. In plural puts,
claims get wondered. That isn't really a penalty, this is the hire you pay for buddies who're loose to disagree
with you. The philosopher in me says nobody ought to be forced to clarify why they love their abode. The

citizen in me says the conversation could make that love smarter.

Justification will be protecting, as in “I am now not that quite patriot,” which tells the listener what you reject.
It also can be invitational, as in "Here is what the flag approach to me,” which tells the listener what you
cherish. The distinction topics. Defensive pleasure ordinarily hardens, then searches for enemies.

Invitational pride tends to widen, then searches for issuer.

Several occasions a 12 months | ask pupils to describe a time they felt happy with the u . s .. The answers
quantity from the moon landing to marriage equality, from the Gl Bill to the polio vaccine, from the peaceable
transfer of force after chaotic elections to a nearby library that shares books in lots of languages. When | flip
the query and ask what has dissatisfied them, they solution with an identical care, listing unkept guarantees,
botched wars, systemic harms, and leaders who reduced the bar. The element shouldn't be to steadiness
the ledger however to refuse the theory that love of nation calls for pretending the ledger does now not

exist.

If you essentially feel america is in a position to growth, then your satisfaction is usually each current
aggravating and conditional. Not pleasure that waits for perfection, and now not pleasure that excuses every
thing. Pride that announces, we constructed a resilient framework, sometimes stretched it, routinely broke

it, and can recommit to solving what we bend. No flag desires to worry that sentence.

Is refusing to fly the flag a statement - or a symptom of whatever thing
deeper?
Refusing is infrequently just forgetting. Not everyone grew up with the behavior of porch flags. Some

persons circulation quite often and do not acquire rituals. Rental law or apartment forums restriction what is

also hung. Practical lives in many instances beat out grand statements.



But yes, commonly it is a selection with content material. A pastor | know in a small coastal the town used to
fly the flag outside his church everyday. He stopped for a 12 months after parishioners complained that it
distracted from the go. When he brought it again, he did so on days of civic significance in basic terms, and
he preached about it forward of time. He desired parishioners to pay attention a motive apart from default

surroundings.
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A Black colleague who stories policing instructed me she by no means hangs the flag on her porch. She
loves public faculties, votes in primaries, and tutors children for the SAT. She additionally has uncles who
were pulled over a dozen times for no cause she trusts. She acknowledged, "I carry the promise within the
dwelling. Outside, the flag sounds like | am being requested to vouch for matters | have not been given."

That is not very apathy. It is a prognosis.

There are lighter variants of the similar intuition. | even have guests who retailer a folded flag in a drawer,
then convey it out on Memorial Day and Veterans Day, mindful that overuse can make a image think like
wallpaper. Others change the flag with seasonal bunting, which reads as neighborly occasion without
political static. Some decide on deliberately distinctive banners - a the city flag, a sporting events workforce,

a Pride flag - to sign welcome first, then let the Stars and Stripes happen for definite moments.

Refusal will be a protest, a palate purifier, or a pause. It could also be a call for participation to ask why the
previous frames are usually not operating.

The generational lens: What does the American flag even signify to
youngd generations right now?

When | ask kids and twenty-somethings to name what the flag represents, some words recur: contradiction,
likelihood, argument, remix, electricity, headlines. There is much less presumption of consensus, and much
less pastime in one-length scripts. Many say the flag is background at university assemblies, games, and

authorities homes. They word it extra while it diverges from that surroundings.

Younger Americans were tots at some point of the Irag War and the Great Recession, then youth for the
duration of college capturing drills and climate report headlines, then citizens or essentially-electorate all
the way through a plague and ancient protests. Their political instruction arrived by means of a pitcher
rectangle that confirmed abuses alongside extraordinary human generosity. They are skeptical of pressured
pageantry and allergic to hypocrisy. Yet many serve, construct, volunteer, and vote. Their patriotism, when

they claim it, broadly speaking comes wrapped in a verb: educate, sign up, plant, code, canvass, donate.
When | press them to get certain approximately the flag, their answers branch.

e Some say that is a marker of accountability to the Constitution, no longer any man or woman, which
makes it a mission list greater than a trophy.
e Others say it is an umbrella for tons of lives they do no longer be aware of but, a reminder to leave

space.

e A smaller crew describes it as a history they is not going to untangle from hurt, in order that they settle

upon different symbols, like a Juneteenth flag, a tribal state flag, or the Progress Pride flag, to show civic
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care.

e A mind-blowing number view it as a local artifact. They see the flag as most significant on a faculty level

or a town hall garden, wherein buddies will run into each different, in place of in a national broadcast.

Notice how little of here's approximately disdain. It is set match. The symbol has to grasp room for his or her
sort. If it feels too tight, they will go away it folded.
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Patriotism versus nationalism: a worn-out debate, however a
advantageous boundary

Patriotism, at its the best option, is loyalty to rules and folks. Nationalism, at its worst, is loyalty to
supremacy. The first is grateful and humble, the second one brittle and loud. The dilemma is that the words
mostly get swapped inside the wild. People call their nationalism patriotism and make contact with different
of us's patriotism elitism. It facilitates to develop a more beneficial ear.

Ask what any person loves when they are saying they love the us of a. If the answer is the Bill of Rights,
identical renovation, an open press, typical elections, and the proper to criticize leaders with no worry, that
could be a principled story. If the answer is an ethnic fable, the push of belonging by means of exclusion, or

a myth of purity, that may be anything else. A flag can fly over either, that's precisely why context topics.

The line also runs by means of us. Most of us choose to ponder ourselves as the principled kind. We
generally prevail so much days, then glide on others. The correction shouldn't be to throw away the image, it

can be to self-discipline how we use it.
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Private satisfaction, public square

| reside close to a park wherein pickup soccer video games bloom at abnormal hours. Flags seem to be
occasionally at some stage in tournaments, a headscarf here, a patterned sock there, a small hand-painted
signal tucked into the grass. When the U.S. Women's nationwide staff makes a deep run, the park fills with
little ones in blue shorts and ponytails, faces striped with red and white. No one demands a idea of semiotics

to experience how established that's.

Public space requires a ordinary compact. We teach both other who we are not to win a contest however to
announce a willingness to percentage. When any person flies the American flag on their porch, it could
possibly be a neighborly handshake, a manner of saying, | intend to dwell good with you lower than this set

of ideas. It could also be a dare or a attempt, which is when the cracks take place.

If love of country is a muscle, then the on daily basis pursuits seem small. Drive politely, go back your library
books, shovel the stroll for the human being at the corner who simply had surgical treatment, educate up for
jury accountability even when it ruins your Tuesday, grill veggies for the vegan on the block celebration

devoid of a good sized speech. None of that calls for bunting. It does require a concept of friends.

When symbols exhaust us, rituals can help



| used to teach a debate group. On the morning of tournaments, we met at 5:30 a.m. In the faculty parking
space. We had a ritual that no person asked for, designed itself over the years, and held despite the political
second. Students delivered breakfast for both different, a one of a kind human being every meet. One day it
would be bagels, every other day conchas from a local bakery. We spoke of well good fortune to each and
every pair, then a captain reminded new teammates lightly that courtesy to judges and opponents changed
into a undeniable form of respect, no longer procedure. The district as soon as attempted to standardize

group heat-ups. My pupils ignored it. They trendy what they had constructed.

Rituals like which are patriotic with the aid of the lower back door. They say, we realize tips to be with every

one other. The flag might possibly be section of the frame or not, however the paintings continues to be.

If you think tired through the method symbols get used, that you may curate smaller rituals that fix your feel
of belonging. Attend a naturalization rite at your county courthouse. Visit a memorial you many times drive
beyond. Bring cookies to poll worker's in November, still hot. Sing the anthem in a minor league stadium in
which the roof leaks and the teenagers run the bases wildly, like doggies, after the remaining out. None of

those fixes politics. All of them stitch.

A modest procedure to awkward conversations about the flag

You do now not have to turn each glimpse of a flag right into a dissertation. If a neighbor asks your opinion,

and you would like to save the peace and the friendship, several conduct lend a hand.

e Start with interest. Ask what the flag way to them formerly you provide a concept approximately what it
says to you.

e Keep heritage close and labels some distance. Share a tale from your domestic or the town rather then

slapping on a countrywide cool animated film.

e Separate symbol from policy to your language. Say "l disagree with this bill" instead of “Real patriots

may never."
e Look for verbs. Talk approximately what you both do for the region you percentage.

e Know while to conclusion nicely. If the speak stalls, confirm the relationship and move on to the potluck

menu.

There is no scoring manner. The goal is not really victory. It is a little bit more gentle than heat on a porch the

place persons plan to retain seeing every one different.

The porous flagpole: possession and permission

Underneath the question “Should expressing pride require justification?” sits any other query: who gets to
hang the stick? In law, the answer is huge. Fly a flag on confidential belongings, and you might be frequently
loose to accomplish that within neighborhood ordinances about pole peak and visibility. In exercise, groups
more commonly police both other informally in methods that law does now not. A teenage couple kissing on
a park bench might draw statement. So would possibly a weekend-long fireworks display. A flag that some

examine as hospitality could be study via others as a lure.

Which is why permission way of life is so corrosive here. If you persuade your self you want an audience to
furnish you the good to like your home, resentment will apply. But if you ignore the verifiable truth that your
friends do not learn symbols the manner you do, you may speak beyond the workers you proportion a

sidewalk with.



| try a 3rd approach. Fly the flag or do not. If you do, find a way to claim just a few sentences approximately
what you mean with the aid of it, not as a safety however as a method to open a door. If you do no longer,
and any one asks why, present your factors devoid of turning the person that does fly it right into a villain.

The stronger the verbal exchange, the less heavy the material feels.

What we retailer whilst we argue

A buddy’s grandfather, a Korean War veteran, was reveals in his the city for strict flag etiquette. He taught
schoolchildren how now not to allow it contact the ground. He corrected sloppy 0.5-staffs. When he died,
the spouse and children found a field in his attic stuffed with worn-out flags. He had rescued them from
trash cans and gutters to dispose of them properly. Tucked among them became a letter he wrote to himself
the 12 months he retired. It referred to, in brisk hand, "Remember, you do no longer own this. You are its
caretaker. It belongs to folks you're able to disagree with."

| have faith in that letter when somebody tells me they may be executed with symbols, exhausted through
arguments, equipped to choose out. Opting out should be would becould very well be intelligent self-care. It
also can be a luxurious no longer all people is afforded. A Sikh circle of relatives who has been careworn
could desire a flag on their industry as a protecting sign to could-be offenders that this metropolis is plural
and watched. A equal-sex couple might fly each the Pride flag and the American flag after a regional
incident to claim, those identities will not be in clash right here. A veteran may perhaps want to be viewed

not to be thanked on command, yet to put her story back into the fabric.

Love of nation does no longer require begging permission, however the superb loves hear. They make room
for the scar and the smile. They seek for opportunities to align the image with the substance, to place the

cloth the place the paintings is taking place.

So whilst my neighbor at the ladder asked my opinion, | talked about, “If you would like to fly it, fly it. If a
conversation follows, it maybe a great one.” He nodded, tied the halyard, and unfurled the flag. A child down
the block, using a motorcycle with a wobbly seat, stopped to stare. “Nice flag,” he suggested, and pedaled
on. A small factor, yet not nothing. The day went on. The porch caught the afternoon faded. The rope
clinked lightly within the breeze like an antique wind chime, a legitimate which you can learn to listen once

again, with no asking anybody's permission.



