When hurricane season rolls around each year, | hear the same complaints from folks caught off guard by a slow
post-storm cleanup. The truth is, how fast your cleanup goes often hinges on what you do before a hurricane hits
— not just after the wind dies down. As a former county emergency management PIO and Florida home-and-
weather reporter, I've been down the road enough to say this with confidence: a few strategic, proactive steps

taken well before any hurricane threat can save you days or weeks of frustration.

The Problem with Quiet Season Complacency

Florida's hurricane off-season lulls many into a false sense of security. It's easy to see June pass with no tropical
activity and think, “We're in the clear for the year.” That mindset is exactly what sets you up for post-storm

headaches.

During the so-called quiet season, yard debris builds up. Old branches, loose patio furniture, garden tools, and
even kids' toys tend to accumulate without much scrutiny. When a hurricane arrives unexpectedly or with short
notice, this clutter becomes dangerous projectiles in https://southfloridareporter.com/quiet-hurricane-season-has-
florida-experts-warning-against-complacency-as-peak-approaches/ high winds. More than just a hazard, they can

delay cleanup by blocking access points — from driveways to repair crew staging areas.

What Can Become a Projectile?

® Patio chairs, tables, and other lightweight outdoor furniture
® Loose branches and poorly pruned trees

® Lawn decorations and garden ornaments

® Trash bins not securely closed or anchored

® Tools, ladders, and other equipment left outdoors

Every hurricane season | ask homeowners this simple question when | walk their yard: "What can become a
projectile if not secured or removed?” If you can't see your driveway or front door clearly or safely — even before

the storm — you're in for delays after it passes.

NOAA Seasonal Outlooks: Helpful But Limited

Each year, NOAA releases its hurricane season outlooks around May or June. These provide valuable broad

guidance on expected tropical cyclone activity: how many named storms, hurricanes, and major hurricanes we

might see.

But here's where many homeowners get tripped up:
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. Overconfidence: Low-activity outlooks make folks relax yard maintenance and storm prep rules. I've seen

this result in yards cluttered with all kinds of debris when a late-season hurricane strikes.

. Lack of Precision: NOAA predicts overall activity, but can't forecast exactly where or when hurricanes will

make landfall. This makes “waiting for a watch” before cleaning out your yard a losing game.

. Missed Timing: NOAA outlooks cover June 1 to November 30, but peak risk often centers on a few intense

months, notably August through October. Focusing bad cleanup habits just outside those peak months won't

help.

Relying solely on NOAA outlooks to trigger yard cleanup can leave your driveway blocked, your lawn dangerous,

and repair crews stuck during critical post-storm hours.

Peak Season Timing: Clearing Your Yard by August

From my years covering Florida storms, a key preparation step is locking in your “yard cleared” status before peak

hurricane months begin. Aim to complete comprehensive yard debris removal by early August at the latest.

This timing matches a few facts:

The Atlantic's peak hurricane threat typically peaks in mid-September.

Most debris haulers and municipal crews ramp up operations and curbside collection services just before peak

season.

Hurricane watch triggers often suspend curbside collection to avoid hauling dangerous storm debris.

Keeping your yard clean and secure by August means debris piles won't disrupt access if a storm threat builds in

September or October. Also, contractors and utility crews can access your property swiftly post storm, shortening

restoration timelines.



Why Driveway Access and Repair Crew Entry Matter

After the storm passes, a top priority is restoration: power, water, structural repairs. But piles of yard debris

blocking your driveway or front yard make this impossible until those materials are cleared away.

Imagine a large tree branch or several broken palm fronds piled against your driveway entrance. Even if repair
crews want to jump in hours after a storm, they can't park trucks or unload equipment without safe, clear access.
This leads to bottlenecks and stretched recovery timelines.

Municipal and contractor vehicles need not only access but maneuvering space. Keeping your yard and driveway

clear accomplishes this and can accelerate everything from:

e Utility crew assessments and repairs
® |nsurance adjuster visits and damage documentation
® Professional debris hauling and disposal

® Emergency medical or fire department access, if needed

Checklist: What | Do to Ensure a Faster Post-Hurricane Cleanup

Here's my recommended monthly checklist heading into and during hurricane season, focused on yard and

driveway prep:
Month Checklist Tasks June

® Inspect all trees and prune weak or dead branches
® Secure or store away loose patio furniture and garden tools
® Empty and secure trash bins to prevent windblown litter

® Schedule professional tree trimming if needed

July



Complete yard cleanup including rake and remove loose leaves
® Remove clutter from driveway edges and yard entries

e Test secure lids on storm shutters and hurricane windows

Review home insurance policy and document outdoor assets

August

Final yard debris removal; schedule curbside pickup before any watch

Check driveway and access points remain clear and functional

Anchor outdoor equipment that must stay outside

® Set up emergency generator and check fuel levels
September - November

® Maintain cleared yard and driveway, removing any new fallen debris
* Monitor NOAA updates and local watch/warning triggers
® Prepare "storm kit" and review evacuation plans

e Stay vigilant about securing potentially flying objects

What Happens When Local Authorities Trigger a Hurricane Watch?

Many counties suspend curbside collection services when a hurricane watch is issued. This pause protects waste

crews from unsafe working conditions and prevents dangerous debris from clogging municipal trucks or roads.
Understand this ahead of time:

® Leave ample time to haul yard waste to curb before any watch triggers.
¢ Don't wait until an approaching storm forces cancellations and creates backlogs lasting days or weeks.

* Keeping your yard clear early means debris won't sit long in your driveway or yard, speeding cleanup.

Final Thoughts: Preparation Beats Reaction Every Time

The difference between a quick, smooth post-hurricane cleanup and a frustrating mess often comes down to what
you did before the storm. Clearing your yard and driveway, considering projectile risks, and working ahead of

NOAA outlooks and watch triggers lets you stay ahead rather than behind.

| encourage everyone in hurricane-prone areas to keep an ongoing checklist, watch for high-risk months, and ask
themselves regularly: “What can become a projectile if the hurricane hits tonigh®?” If you see anything, get it

secured or removed — early and often. Your future self (and your repair crews) will thank you.



