
Roof Installation for Additions and ADUs: What
Homeowners Need to Know
When you expand your home with an addition or build an accessory dwelling unit, the roof
becomes one of the most important parts of the project. It is not just about keeping the
weather out. A well-planned roof installation for additions and ADUs ties the new structure to
the existing house, handles local climate conditions, and meets building codes in Travis
County. I have seen too many homeowners focus on floor plans and finishes while treating the
roof as an afterthought. That is a mistake that can cost time and money later.

In Austin, the heat, the occasional freeze, and the threat of hail all shape how a roof should be
designed. The same approach that works for a new house may not suit an addition or an ADU,
because you are often matching an existing pitch, style, and material. I have worked on
projects where the owner wanted a simple shed roof for a backyard studio, and others where a
two-story addition required a complex intersection with the main roof. Every job is different, but
the principles stay the same.

Understanding the Basics of Roof Installation for Additions and ADUs
Before you get into material choices, you need to think about the structure itself. The roof
installation for additions and ADUs starts with framing. Most residential additions in Austin
use either stick framing or trusses, depending on the span and the complexity of the roofline.
Stick framing gives you more flexibility when tying into an existing roof, but trusses are faster
and often cheaper for simple shapes. I usually recommend stick framing for additions that
have hips, valleys, or skylights, because you can adjust the layout on site.

Once the framing is up, you need sheathing. OSB sheathing is the standard choice for most
residential work around here. It is strong, affordable, and works well with asphalt shingles or
synthetic slate. Some builders prefer plywood, but for most additions and ADUs, OSB does the
job. Make sure the sheathing is installed with proper spacing for expansion, especially in our
hot summers. If you skip that step, you can get buckling or gaps later.

Underlayment Matters More Than You Think
After the sheathing comes the underlayment. This is your secondary weather barrier, and in
Texas it is not optional. I have seen roofs fail because someone used a cheap felt
underlayment that baked in the sun and cracked. For roof installation for additions and ADUs, I
always use a synthetic roof underlayment that breathes and resists tearing. Products like ice
and water shield are worth the extra cost, especially along eaves, valleys, and around
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penetrations like vents or skylights. In Austin, where we get sudden downpours, a good
underlayment can save the interior from water damage if a shingle blows off.

The underlayment also affects ventilation. Most modern roofs use a combination of soffit
vents and ridge vents to keep air moving under the deck. That airflow reduces heat buildup in
summer and prevents ice dams in winter. Ice dams are rare in Texas, but the heat is real. A
ridge vent paired with continuous soffit vents helps your roof last longer, especially if you
choose metal roofing or asphalt shingles. I have seen asphalt shingles curl prematurely on
roofs that had no ridge vent, simply because the attic got too hot.

Material Choices for Austin Additions and ADUs
Material selection is where you make trade-offs between cost, appearance, and durability.
Asphalt shingles are the most common choice for residential additions in Austin. They come in
a range of colors and styles, and they are easy to install on most roof pitches. If you want a
more traditional look, synthetic slate offers the appearance of natural slate without the weight
and cost. I have used GAF Timberline HD on several projects, and it holds up well in our
climate. For a higher-end look, GAF Camelot gives a dimensional shadow that mimics hand-
split shakes. And for a straightforward, reliable shingle, GAF Royal Sovereign is hard to beat.

Metal roofing is another option, especially for ADUs with a modern or industrial design.
Standing seam metal roofs are durable, fire-resistant, and reflect heat better than dark
shingles. But they cost more and require specialized installers. If you go with metal, make sure
the underlayment is compatible. Some metal roofs need a slip sheet to prevent galvanic
corrosion where the metal touches the deck. Also, metal roofing can be noisy in rain, so if the
ADU will be used as a bedroom or home office, consider adding insulation or a sound-deck
underlayment.

Tile roofing is less common for small additions, but I have seen it used on Spanish-style homes
in Austin. Clay or concrete tiles look great and last a long time, but they are heavy. You need to
verify the framing can support the added weight, and the roof pitch must be steep enough to
shed water properly. For most additions and ADUs, tile is overkill, but if you are matching an
existing tile roof, it is the right call.

Flat or low-slope roofs, often used on modern ADUs, require a different approach. Modified
bitumen is a common choice for low-slope roofs in Austin. It comes in rolls and is applied with
heat or adhesive. It is durable and can handle ponding water better than asphalt shingles. But
low-slope roofs need a reliable drainage system and proper flashing at the walls. I have seen
too many flat roofs leak because the builder skimped on the edge detail. A good drip edge and
continuous flashing at the parapet are not optional.



Practical Tips for a Smooth Installation
If you are planning a roof installation for additions and ADUs, here are a few things I have
learned from years of working in Travis County:

Match the existing roof pitch as closely as possible. A difference of even 2 degrees
can create a visible mismatch that is hard to fix with shingles.

Use a self-adhering ice and water shield in all valleys and around all penetrations. It is
cheap insurance against the most common leak points.

Install a roof ridge vent if the addition has a ridge. It costs little and extends the life of
the shingles.

Choose shingles with a wind rating appropriate for your area. Austin does not get
hurricanes, but we do get straight-line winds that can lift shingles if they are not nailed
right.

Hire a roofer who is familiar with the local codes. Travis County has specific
requirements for fire rating and wind uplift that may not apply in other parts of the
state.

Another thing to watch is the transition between old and new. When an addition meets the
existing house, the flashing at the intersection is critical. A step flashing system, where
individual pieces of metal are woven into the shingle courses, works best. Some roofers try to
use a continuous flashing, but that can trap water and cause rot. I prefer a two-piece flashing
with a reglet cut into the wall, especially on stucco or brick. It takes more time, but it does not
leak.

Matching the Existing Roof
One of the hardest parts of adding a roof to an addition is matching the existing material and
color. Even if you use the same brand and color from the same manufacturer, the new shingles
may look slightly different because the old ones have weathered. This is especially true with
asphalt shingles, which fade and change color over time. If the existing roof is more than a few
years old, you may want to re-roof the entire house at the same time. That is expensive, but it
avoids a patchwork look. Alternatively, you can accept the mismatch and let it blend over a few
seasons.

For ADUs that are detached, you have more freedom. You can choose a completely different
material or color without worrying about matching. I have done ADUs with metal roofing while
the main house had shingles, and it looked intentional. The key is to keep the proportions and
pitch consistent so the overall property feels cohesive.



Final Thoughts
Roof installation for additions and ADUs is not something to rush. The planning phase,
including material selection, underlayment choice, and ventilation strategy, determines whether
the roof will last 15 years or 30. In Austin, where the sun is intense and the rain can come hard,
a well-built roof pays for itself in avoided repairs and lower cooling costs. If you are building an
addition or an ADU, take the time to talk through these details with your roofer. Ask about the
underlayment, the ventilation, and the flashing at the wall. A good roofer will welcome those
questions. A bad one will wave them off. That difference is worth paying attention to.


