
Metal vs Asphalt Roof: A Practical Comparison for
Homeowners

Weighing Your Roofing Options
When it comes time to replace a roof, the choice between metal and asphalt often comes
down to more than just appearance. I have spent years working with both materials across
Austin Texas roofing projects, and each has a clear place depending on the home, the budget,
and the climate. The metal vs asphalt roof debate is not about one being universally better. It is
about matching the right system to the right situation.

Asphalt shingles, sometimes called composition shingles, have been a staple on American
homes for decades. They are affordable, familiar, and relatively easy to install. Metal roofing,
on the other hand, has grown in popularity for its longevity and performance, especially in
areas with intense sun, hail, or fire risk. Understanding the real differences can save you
thousands of dollars and a lot of frustration down the road.

Lifespan and Durability
One of the biggest factors in the metal vs asphalt roof decision is how long each material
lasts. A standard asphalt shingle roof typically gives 15 to 25 years of service, depending on
the quality of the shingle and the local weather. In hot climates, asphalt shingles can degrade
faster, curling and cracking under constant UV exposure. I have seen plenty of asphalt roof
replacements happening at the 18-year mark, often with multiple repairs needed in the final
years.

Metal roofs, particularly standing seam metal roof systems and corrugated metal roofing,
routinely last 40 to 70 years. That is two to three times longer than asphalt. The key is proper
metal roof installation and choosing the right gauge for your location. Thicker metal, meaning a
lower gauge number, resists dents from hail and foot traffic better. A roofing gauge of 24 or 22
is common for residential steep slope roof applications. Even with that extra upfront cost, the
roof lifespan difference alone often makes metal the more economical choice over time.

Cost Considerations
Let us talk about money. Asphalt shingles are cheaper to buy and install initially. A typical
asphalt roof might cost half as much as a metal roof upfront. However, metal roof cost is not
just about the price per square foot. You have to factor in the longer life, lower roof
maintenance needs, and potential energy savings. I have run the numbers for dozens of
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homeowners, and the total cost of ownership for a metal roof often beats asphalt over 30 to 50
years.

That said, if you plan to move within ten years, asphalt shingles might make more sense
financially. You will not recoup the full premium of a metal roof in that short window. But if you
are staying put, investing in metal can pay off in peace of mind and lower lifetime cost. A good
roofing materials comparison should always include the expected ownership period.

Energy Efficiency and Comfort
Energy efficient roofing is a big deal in Texas summers. A dark asphalt roof absorbs heat and
drives up cooling costs. Metal roofs, especially those with cool roof technology, reflect much
more solar radiation. This keeps the attic cooler and reduces the load on your air conditioner. I
have measured attic temperature differences of twenty degrees or more between a dark
asphalt roof and a light-colored metal roof on the same kind of day.

Metal roofs also pair well with proper ventilation and roofing underlayment to create a system
that breathes and sheds heat. Some homeowners worry about metal roof noise during rain or
hail. In practice, with solid decking and good insulation, the noise is not much different from
asphalt shingles. The myth of loud metal roofs comes from old barns with no sheathing.
Modern metal roof installation includes underlayment and solid decking that dampen sound
effectively.

Fire Resistance and Safety
Fire resistant roofing is another area where metal clearly outperforms asphalt. Asphalt
shingles are petroleum-based and can ignite in a wildfire. Metal roofs are non-combustible. In
wildfire-prone areas, many insurance companies now offer discounts for metal roofs. I have
worked on homes in the wildland-urban interface where the roofing material was a deciding
factor in getting coverage at all. If fire risk is a concern in your area, the metal vs asphalt roof
choice becomes much simpler.

Maintenance and Repairs
Asphalt shingles need periodic inspection and occasional roof maintenance. A few missing or
curled shingles can be replaced individually, but the whole roof will need replacement sooner.
Metal roof repair is less frequent but can be more involved if a panel is damaged. Scratches in
the paint should be touched up to prevent rust. Loose fasteners should be tightened. A good
metal roof warranty from a reputable roofing contractor Austin can cover these issues for
decades.



I have seen asphalt roofs that needed patching almost every year after the first fifteen years.
With metal, you might go ten years without a single repair. The trade-off is that metal roof
installation requires more skill, and finding an experienced installer matters more. A poorly
installed metal roof can leak at the seams or suffer from oil canning, a waviness in the panels.
A good contractor knows how to avoid these problems.

Environmental Impact
Both materials have environmental pros and cons. Asphalt shingles are petroleum-based and
generate a lot of waste at end of life. They are rarely recycled. Metal roofs, especially steel and
aluminum, are highly recyclable. Many metal roofs contain significant recycled content. A
standing seam metal roof can also be installed over existing roofing in some cases, reducing
landfill waste. If sustainability matters to you, metal generally has a lighter long-term footprint.

Making the Choice for Your Home
So how do you decide? Start with your budget and your timeline. If you need the lowest upfront
cost and plan to move soon, asphalt shingles are a reasonable choice. If you want a roof that
will outlast your mortgage, reduce your energy bills, and stand up to fire and weather, metal is
the better bet. Talk to a local roofing contractor Austin who has experience with both materials.
Ask about metal roof cost for your specific house size and roof complexity. Get a detailed
estimate that includes underlayment, flashing, and trim.

I have put both types of roofs on my own properties over the years. The asphalt roof was fine
for a rental I owned for eight years. The metal roof on my personal home has been trouble-free
for twenty years and still looks great. That is the kind of real-world experience that shapes my
advice. The metal vs asphalt roof decision is not just about today. It is about what kind of
relationship you want with your home for the next several decades.

Quick Comparison Points

Asphalt shingles: lower first cost, 15-25 year lifespan, less energy efficient,
combustible.

Standing seam metal roof: higher first cost, 40-70 year lifespan, energy efficient, fire
resistant.

Corrugated metal roofing: similar durability, often cheaper than standing seam, good
for sheds and modern homes.

Both materials require proper underlayment and ventilation for best performance.

Professional installation matters more for metal than for asphalt.



Whether you choose asphalt or metal, make sure the roofing underlayment is appropriate for
your climate. In hot and humid areas like Austin, a good synthetic underlayment with a high
temperature rating is essential. Do not let a contractor skimp on that layer. It is the unsung hero
of a durable roof.

If you still feel uncertain, look at houses in your neighborhood that are ten or twenty years old.
Notice which roofs look tired and which still have clean lines. That visual survey will tell you a
lot about how well each material holds up in your specific microclimate. And it will make the
trade-offs in the metal vs asphalt roof discussion much more concrete.


