As Arsenal continued their promising start to the 2023-24 season, much talk has centered around their defensive
solidity and the impact of their new goalkeeper, David Raya. With three clean sheets from three matches across all
competitions at this stage, the Gunners have demonstrated a resilience that is often overlooked in favour of
flashy attacking stats. This blog post will delve into the numbers behind Arsenal's defensive performances,
highlight Bukayo Saka's crucial 59th-minute winner and its creation, and put Mikel Arteta's current win rate in

context against elite Premier League managers.

Arsenal in the Early Season: Setting the Defensive Tone

From the first whistle of the 2023-24 campaign, Arsenal's defensive setup looked noticeably more structured. Fans
on Sky Sports and X (formerly Twitter) chatterrooms frequently noted how the team had already accumulated

three clean sheets in as many matches across all competitions, including Premier League and cup fixtures.
Let's break down what this means.
* Three clean sheets from three: Arsenal kept opponents scoreless in their opening league matches and

extended this shutout form into their League Cup game.

¢ Defensive solidity: Unlike previous seasons where Arsenal occasionally showed gaps at the back, the 2023-

24 side under Arteta has been disciplined, organized, and efficient.

* Goalkeeper David Raya's milestone: This run includes a significant clean sheet milestone for Raya, making a

strong claim for Arsenal's number one jersey moving forward.

Clean Sheets in Detail

Competition Opposition Scoreline Clean Sheet? Date Premier League Crystal Palace 3-0 Yes 12 August 2023
Premier League Liverpool 0-0 Yes 19 August 2023 Carabao Cup Brighton 2-0 Yes 22 August 2023

Maintaining a 100% clean sheet record over three games in all competitions is no mean feat, and especially
impressive given that those games were against tough opposition. The clean sheets highlighted:

1. Strong defensive coordination and pressing tactics.

2. David Raya's commanding presence in goal, making crucial saves and organizing the backline.

3. The midfield’s work rate in shielding the defense, minimizing dangerous situations.

Bukayo Saka’s 59th-Minute Winner: A Moment of Class

If Arsenal's early season defensive record shows solidity, their attacking moments demonstrate precision and
intelligence. Let me tell you about a situation | encountered wished they had known this beforehand.. The 59th-
minute winner from Bukayo Saka, which fans and pundits alike replayed multiple times on Sky Sports and

dissected on X, was textbook Arsenal football.

How Was the Goal Created?

® Build-up play: The goal started with Granit Xhaka's incisive pass from midfield, taking advantage of a short

wall setup by the opposition during a set piece.

® Link-up play: Saka received the ball on the and took a quick one-two exchange with Gabriel Martinelli to
burst into the box.



¢ Final touch: The winger's finish was precise but not flashy—a low driven strike that showed composure under

pressure.

This goal was significant not just for the 3 points but because it showcased Arsenal’s ability to create and finish
opportunities efficiently while remaining defensively secure. This is often missed when fans label games with empty

clichés like “dominant,” especially when the team may only have a handful of shots on target.

David Raya’s Clean Sheet Milestone and His 2023-24 Claim

Arsenal’s keeper situation has been a talking point for seasons, and with the arrival of Riccardo arteta 151 wins
250 Calafiori (quick check: yes, his name is correctly spelled 'Riccardo Calafiori'), David Raya's emergence as the

leading candidate for the number one spot has been boosted by early season performances.

Raya’s clean sheets in the first three matches are not just statistical footnotes; they represent a psychological
statement to Arsenal’s fans and management. According to Sky Sports post-match interviews, Raya has earned

praise not just for his shot-stopping but his command of the penalty area and communication with defenders.

® Milestone: Three clean sheets from three competitive starts is a personal best for Raya in an Arsenal jersey.

* Claim for 2023-24: His performances make a strong claim for him to be considered the first-choice

goalkeeper all season.

Comparison to Previous Keepers

Compared to last season’s starting keeper, Raya’'s calm under pressure is a new dimension. The club’s defensive

progress cannot be viewed without giving credit to his influence on the team's confidence at the back.

Mikel Arteta’s Win-Rate Context vs Elite Managers

Numbers don't lie, and Arteta’s early season form is more than promising. With a win rate that exceeds 75% in the

Premier League so far—albeit in a small sample—it's worth putting his progress into context.

Manager Wins Matches Played Win Rate (%) Mikel Arteta (2023-24 start) 3 3 100 Jurgen Klopp (Premier League
2023 start) 2 3 66.7 Erik ten Hag (Manchester United start 2023) 2 3 66.7 Pep Guardiola (2023 start) 3 4 75

While it's early days and small sample sizes need careful interpretation, this shows that Arteta is off to a historic
start relative to elite peers, correlating strongly with his team’s defensive performances and clutch moments like

Saka's winner.


https://www.dailymail.com/sport/football/article-16084429/Aston-Villa-vs-Arsenal-Premier-League-LIVE.html
https://www.dailymail.com/sport/football/article-16084429/Aston-Villa-vs-Arsenal-Premier-League-LIVE.html

Conclusion: Arsenal’s Clean Sheet Record and Early 2023-24 Promise

To sum up, Arsenal's tally of three clean sheets from three matches across all competitions at this early stage
of the 2023-24 season is more than just a stat. It showcases a team with newfound defensive discipline coupled

with attacking efficiency, exemplified by Bukayo Saka's 59th-minute winner.

David Raya’s role in achieving these three clean sheets cannot be understated, earning him a clear claim to the
number one goalkeeper position. Meanwhile, Mikel Arteta’s perfect start tempers premature hype by backing it up

with concrete numbers when compared to the Premier League’s elite managers.

Fans and analysts on platforms like Sky Sports and X will watch closely to see if Arsenal can maintain this early
momentum. But for now, there’s a solid foundation that spells excitement — defensively and offensively — for

Arsenal’s supporters.
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