Open a cabinet door and your hand reads the sting sooner than your eyes do. The line in which face meets most
sensible, in which stile meets rail, isn't always just a aspect. It is a determination that says anything about the
room, the way you use it, and the lifestyles you anticipate from it. After years on the bench shaping drawer fronts
for customized kitchen shelves and ending out domicile place of business outfitted-ins, | started out to call to
mind part profiles like dialects. Same language, the various accents. A sophisticated bevel quiets a heavy slab
door. A full bullnose softens a kitchen island that childrens lean on. An ogee declares itself in a room that enjoys

a bit of flourish.

This book walks via the traditional profiles possible see in custom woodwork, what they do on your house, and
the way an experienced cabinet maker strategies them in exercise. | will be offering the exchange-offs that not
often teach up in brochures, in addition to notes from genuine jobs, considering that the sting you decide on

does no longer reside on a pattern board, it lives on your arms for years.

What an Edge Profile Actually Does

Beyond appears to be like, an edge profile works arduous. It guards in opposition to dings and splinters,
manages how gentle rolls throughout a floor, and comes to a decision whether or not a spill heads toward the
flooring or hesitates on the lip. In residential cabinetry, the brink also tells your trim carpenter where to end
sanding and the place the painter will have to spoil color. On integrated shelving and tradition woodwork like

mantels or window seats, the edge comes to a decision whether or not a piece recedes or reads as furnishings.

Function and flavor tug in the two instructions. You would possibly wish a razor crisp shaker part as it images
well, but in @ mudroom bench that takes backpack strikes, an eased or roundover continues the piece wanting
magnificent. In a formal dining room, a proud ovolo or ogee can lift the tone and resolution to crown profiles

already in the abode. There is no one good solution, purely respectable fits.

Grain, Species, and Finish Change Everything

The related profile minimize into maple, walnut, and MDF will appearance and put on differently. Hard maple
takes a good detail and remains sharp. Walnut burns simpler in opposition t a router bit, so you lighten passes
and mind feed rate. MDF shapes cleanly and paints tender, yet it loves to drink primer on clean edges, so a coat

of shellac or a excessive solids primer is your loved one.

If | be aware of a suite of customized cabinets might be painted, | save profiles somewhat fuller so the paint film
does not visually cut down them. On stained oak, | dodge fussy micro-beads which will fill with pigment and flip
muddy. For ash or rift sawn oak, a soft roundover can highlight these instantly traces, in which a heavy cove on

occasion fights with the grain.

The Core Profiles, From Simplest to More Ornate

Eased Edge

An eased edge is a pointy corner with the rigidity taken out. Imagine the nook of a plywood shelf evenly kissed
with sandpaper or a 1/16 inch roundover bit. In finish carpentry, here's what | achieve for on shaker doorways,
apron faces, and ultra-modern constructed-ins wherein the line needs to read refreshing but under no

circumstances think harsh.



Anecdote from the field: we did a fixed of customized constructed-ins round a hearth, painted in a comfortable
white. The home owner desired ultra crisp corners. Under common pale, every micro-chip could have regarded
loud. We agreed on a truly small ease, simply ample to hang paint and live on cleaning. Two years later the rims

nevertheless seem to be fresh, not swollen or chipped.

Bevel or Chamfer

Bevels add a flat area to the nook, in many instances shallow at 15 ranges, other instances a daring forty five. The
word chamfer receives used interchangeably, although in the shop we usually use chamfer for a small ornamental
part and bevel for a larger, structural reduce. A slender chamfer on a drawer the front reads delicate. A extensive
forty five on a thick tabletop side slims the mass and catches light in a delightful approach. Bevels make sense in

customized kitchen shelves that favor a whisper of detail with out feeling ordinary.

If you plan to suit a bevel across a room, placed it in your drawings. A customized cabinetry contractor can
software the similar router fence stops in the shop and convey similar points for lengthy runs of residential

cabinetry, which topics whilst assorted installers touch the activity.

Roundover

Roundovers are the workhorse of domestic spaces. A 1/8 or 3/16 radius softens the edge, reduces chipping, and
feels cozy in the hand. | like a 1/8 on door rails and stiles to continue panel famous crisp, and a 1/four on
cabinets or the bottom of an island true wherein knees and hands roam. Roundovers combo beautifully should

you want your custom woodwork to vanish into every day lifestyles and retain as much as it.

Edge case to have in mind: in the event that your cupboard doors take a seat tight to adjoining partitions, a
sizable roundover can disclose a sliver of faded line alongside the brink that appears unplanned. Keep the radius

small close tight clearances.

Bullnose

A complete bullnose rounds both faces right into a unmarried non-stop curve. On stair treads
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more and thick counter tops this is basic. On cupboard tops or window seats it feels pleasant and riskless, first
rate for residences with small kids. It also hides minor leveling concerns superior than a sq. side seeing that
highlights in no way forestall dead. The commerce-off is a mild loss of surface part and the risk of wanting too

mushy in an excessively ultra-modern space.

For a built-in bench that doubles as a play house, | basically run a 0.5 bullnose on the leading side merely, then a

tiny ease on the ground to hold shadows constant. The height takes the thrashing, the bottom stays tidy.

Ogee

The s-curve of an ogee brings a typical cadence. There are tight ogees with small fillets that sit neatly in formal
eating rooms and looser, greater ogees that can work on nation kitchen islands. Ogee seems to be fantastic on
thicker inventory, in general 7/8 inch or greater, to offer the curve room to respire. On three/4 drapery it will
probably consider pinched. If you like ogee on a thinner door, concentrate on a stepped profile that suggests an

ogee devoid of shrinking it.

One caution from everyday exercise: ogee catches filth along its lessen quirk. On tradition kitchen shelves close
to a cooktop, grease and dirt can mingle there. If your cooking type is vigorous, make a selection an more

uncomplicated to clear profile for doors and reserve ogee for crown or mantel work.
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Cove

A cove is a concave scoop, quiet and shadow loving. It introduces softness with no decoration. | attain for coves
on thick shelves in a have a look at or on the underside of a table suitable in home workplace outfitted-ins. In
walnut or cherry the mild tucks in and makes the picket appear deep. On paint-grade, a cove can repeatedly
teach faded ripples if sanded move-grain, so keep your finish sanding lengthy with the grain and use a
challenging block for the flats so the scoop stays crisp.

Bead and Beaded Edge

A bead, veritably a small circular accompanied with the aid of a step, provides a tailored line to stand frames and
cabinets. It may be quintessential to the threshold or created with a caught bit on the router table. In custom
cupboards with inset doors, a small face body bead provides shadow and forgiveness, easing the visible if well-
knownshows drift a hair. On open built-in shelving, a beaded the front facet can make the shelf read as a carried

out piece in preference to a plank.

For top use shelves, hinder the bead proportional. A 1/8 bead appears fashionable yet can dent on cushy woods.

Hard maple or alrighttakes it more beneficial than poplar.

Thumbnail and Ovolo

Thumbnail combines a small spherical on the best that rolls right into a flat, echoing the brink of leather-based
guide bindings. Ovolo is a quarter of an ellipse, a cousin to the roundover however with a fuller cheek. These take
a seat inside the center flooring among undeniable and ornamental. They thrive in transitional interiors the place
you choose flow with no a considerable number of narrative. | actually have used a tender ovolo on painted

island panels to melt evening easy, although leaving perimeter cupboards with an eased part to dwell quiet.

Stacked and Mixed Profiles

Sometimes the perfect solution is two profiles in solidarity. A cove below a small bead on a mantel shelf, a
chamfer major right into a roundover on a thick white oak ideal. In nice carpentry, stacking profiles lets you scale
a bit to the room. Tall ceilings can deal with deeper shadows. Low-slung areas like a basement bar want a
slimmer line. When stacking, prevent early. Two shapes, maybe three on a grand cornice. More than that, and the

threshold turns into the major tournament.

CHEAP

How Profiles Influence Durability and Maintenance



Sharp corners chip, tender corners dent. Between these extremes is in which so much residential cabinetry lives. A
1/16 to one/8 ease reduces corner blowout when doorways knock at the same time all the way through
customized cupboard installation, and it presents the painter a more desirable film edge. Profiles with grooves or
quirks bring together grime, so examine cleansing habits. If a shopper tells me they wipe shelves weekly, | do not

hesitate to exploit a small bead. If they giggle and say twice a yr, we store it more convenient.

In moist zones, like close to a farmhouse sink, an undercut drip on a countertop underside can lend a hand
hinder water from racing under. It is diffused however incredible. For vanities, | stay clear of deep coves at the
suitable side the place toothpaste wants to live. On mudroom benches, | prevent sharp bottom edges that chip

when boots swing. A pragmatic area is a pleasing element, since it appears to be like magnificent ten years on.

The Tools and Setup Behind Clean Profiles

Nice edges come from a chain, now not a single move. In the store we mill square first, then profile, then sand

with a plan so the shape stays real.

Router bits rely. A less expensive roundover burns and chatters, leaving scallops possible not at all sand out. | opt
for reliable carbide bits and retailer not unusual radii in replica. When a bit of dulls mid-process, the second one
steps in so the profile does now not shift. For colossal coves or ogees on thick stock, a shaper with a corrugated
head supplies enhanced consequences than a handheld router. For onsite tweaks during interior finish carpentry,
a palm router with a small bearing-guided bit is really worth its weight you probably have to crisp a nook after

scribing a filler strip.

Grain path is your guardrail. Route in opposition to the grain and also you hazard tear-out, highly on cathedral
grained okayor round conclusion grain at a stile and rail joint. Climb cuts in brief, controlled passes can avoid
blowout at inclined spots, but you desire a regular hand and respect for the device. Where potential, | wreck

cussed edges on the router desk with featherboards and a starter pin to hold the piece planted.

Sanding wraps the job. Profile sanders assistance, however a hand backer and staying power in many instances
win. Do no longer round beyond the layout. Only kiss the arris satisfactory to get rid of machining lines. On
paint-grade work, seal give up grain on delicate woods sooner than last sanding so profiles do no longer fuzz

under primer.

Matching Profiles Across a Project

In customized cabinetry, continuity reads as great. If a kitchen island has a 1/four roundover, and a close-by
sideboard repeats that on its precise however shifts to an eased part on the skinny drawer fronts, the kin
resemblance holds. Problems prove up whilst a door maker makes use of one element and the trim carpenter
makes use of yet another at crown or light rail. A exact custom cabinetry contractor resolves this early with a
small package of profile samples categorized with radii and angles. Those samples walk as a result of layout
conferences, ride which include the challenge manager, and land at the conclude chippie's cart. Everyone cuts to

the comparable language.

For built-in shelving that ties into window stools and casing, look at the home's current profiles. A historical
apartment with ovolo sash bars and beaded baseboard desires furniture that nods to those lines. A new construct
with sq. casing and reveal particulars asks for edges that don't struggle the architecture. The aspect seriously isn't

simply ornament, that's communique with the relaxation of the room.

Where Style Meets Lifestyle



| ask a brief set of questions while helping valued clientele decide on an area. How do you easy, who uses the
distance, and what are the existing lines in the homestead. Your cabinet maker may well word it in another way,

however the solutions steer the selection.

® Quick cheat sheet:

® FEased part, cutting-edge, crisp, elementary to repaint contact-united states of america
* Small roundover, kinfolk friendly, hides wear devoid of taking a look bulky.

® Bevel or chamfer, sophisticated aspect that slims thick areas.

* Bullnose, most secure for youngsters and prime-traffic tops, smooth visible language.

® QOgee or bead, formal or tailored, more maintenance, more man or woman.

Note that the cheat sheet is a place to begin. A coastline space in painted maple can take care of a extra playful
bullnose. A townhouse learn in rift white all rightmay possibly sing with a quiet cove. Trust the room and the

approach you employ it.

Material-Specific Advice

Hardwoods: Maple holds crisp traces and takes paint well. Oak prefers bolder tips that don't shred across the
open grain. Walnut darkens with age, which deepens coves and shadows, cute for desks and house place of work

built-ins.

Softwoods: Pine dents, so a small roundover can retailer the day. Keep beads increased to stay clear of wreck.

Seal conclusion grain on profiles earlier conclude.

MDF: Perfectly gentle under paint with the correct prep. Prime edges closely and sand among coats. Avoid micro-

beads which could collapse if abused.

Veneer: If you are edging a veneered panel, be careful. Do now not run a deep profile that cuts thru face veneer.
Apply forged edging first, then lower the profile into that edging so that you by no means disclose the core. On

skinny edgebanding, persist with an ease or a tiny roundover.

Stone or composite tops assembly timber edges: If your custom cabinet setting up entails a wooden carried out
aspect less than stone, healthy the heft of the stone visually. A three cm quartz leading can sit down over a wood
subtop with a elementary ease, whilst a mitered waterfall could name for a clean sqg. with simplest a tiny ruin.

Avoid ornate shapes close stone seams so caulk strains continue to be discreet.

Practical Scenarios From the Shop

® Busy household kitchen: We developed custom kitchen shelves in white oak, wire brushed, with a 1/8
roundover on doorways and drawer fronts, and a 1/four on open shelves. The island suitable, a thick butcher
block, took a 0.5 bullnose to forgive elbows and plate bumps. Hardware had comfortable clearances when

you consider that the softened edges made doorways experience thinner.

e Narrow hallway constructed-ins: Painted poplar and MDF with face frame beading. To steer clear of the
shelves from creeping into the walkway visually, we ran a small 15 measure chamfer on the face body open
air edges. It caught light and made the bank experience slimmer, a small replace that modified the entire

examine.

e Home place of business equipped-ins: Walnut table prime with a cove on the bottom front part for knee

space, and a delicate ovolo at the excellent to hot the contact the place wrists relax. Drawer fronts stayed



eased to save consciousness on the ideal and shelves. Clients generally tend to stay at that desk for hours, so

consolation wins.

® Laundry room: Paint-grade shaker with a tiny ease. The countertop bought an eased square to shed water,

and we steer clear off deep grooves any place detergent splashes may settle. Everything cleans quickly.

Safety, Comfort, and Code Considerations

In business areas, detailed roundovers is usually steered for protection. In residences, this translates to
fundamental just right sense. Sharp corners and babies do not combination. A 1/4 roundover or bullnose on a
low bench facet prevents bruises. On stair nosings, a complete bullnose or eased nosing meets so much
possibilities for foot sense and decreases chipping. For ADA counters, the profile ought to not create a drip facet
that traps mobility aids. These aren't formal mandates in known residential cabinetry, however pondering like a

user will pay off every time.

Finish and Color Influence

Paint builds movie thickness that can fill small quirks. If you adore a delicate bead, keep it proportionally better
for paint. Dark stains exaggerate shadows, so an ogee reads bolder on walnut than on maple. Light finishes
flatten comparison, which will make a delicate chamfer well-nigh disappear in pictures however appearance
ideally suited in someone right through sunlight. When clients would like their customized developed-ins to

picture crisply, | make a choice edges with a bit of greater geometry to translate through the lens.

Sheen things too. Satin hides the micro-undulations that sanding can introduce on coves. High gloss on a
bullnose can telegraph tiny flat spots if the sanding become choppy. If the room floods with facet mild, predict

each profile to turn its authentic face. Sand like your reputation is on it.

Working With a Custom Cabinet Maker

A tremendous cabinet maker will hand you pattern sticks and ask the way you grip a drawer pull. The ideally
suited ones will convey a small router to the site for experiment cuts on scrap from your certainly run. Wood will
not be a well-known. Maple from one mill will probably be more durable than one other. The similar roundover

that looks suitable in the shop can look great next for your latest trim.

If you might be hiring a customized cabinetry contractor for a full kitchen, get transparent language in the spec.
List radii and angles, at least for the foremost portions: door rails and stiles, drawer fronts, face frames, cabinets,
cabinet tops and bottoms in the event that they convey, and applied ends. During tradition cabinet install, your
installer have to payment that doors swing with out edges clashing. Sometimes a 1/16 ease at the hinge facet

saves a conclude touch-up later.

A Short Decision Checklist

* Touch a actual pattern, no longer only a graphic, and rub your hand alongside the profile the means you will

use it.
® ook at the room's existing traces, then decide on an aspect that supports, no longer competes.
* Match the profile to the end, bigger for paint, cleanser for stain, effortless in grease zones.
* Consider who lives with it, soft edges for young people and top traffic, crisper lines in which put on is faded.

* Write it down, radius and angle, and save one labeled pattern stick in a kitchen drawer.



When Simple Wins, and When Flourish Helps

Minimal edges do now not equivalent minimal effort. A razor blank eased door that lines up perfectly with
integrated shelving down the similar wall reads more conscientiously than a noisy profile clipped brief. In rooms
that ask for restraint, allow the wood grain and proportions elevate the burden. In rooms that love story, permit a
beaded shelf or an ogee less than a mantel echo the curves in an archway or the turn of a newel. Good conclude

carpentry knits a residence together by way of repeating shapes that the attention learns to consider.

Maintenance Tips That Keep Edges Fresh

Clean with a delicate textile and non-abrasive cleanser. On painted profiles, avoid scouring pads that flatten
beads and soften crisp corners. For stained and clean lined pieces, a light wipe with a damp textile, then dry. Tiny
dents on roundovers could be steamed out on stable wooden, via a moist textile and a relatives iron, then a scuff
and touch of finish. Chips on sharp edges are more difficult to cover. This is why a whisper of an ease on day one

retains a section good-looking for years.

If you ever desire to refresh a kitchen, routinely a circulate with a trim router and a definite 1/16 roundover can
erase a decade of micro-chips beforehand paint. Mask like a professional and assemble the grime. | have revived

whole units of residential cabinetry this way while a complete repaint was once deliberate.

Final Thoughts From the Shop Floor

The applicable part for one challenge is inaccurate for a higher. That is the exciting of custom woodwork. We pay
attention to the condominium, the palms which will contact the paintings, and the existence so that it will
manifest round it. In the cease, the brink is small in measurement and sizable in impression. It is one of these

judgements that separates off-the-shelf from tradition, that tells you a craftsperson cared.

If you might be making plans new custom shelves, conversing with a cabinet maker about edges early will shape
dozens of downstream decisions, from hardware clearance to how the light rails meet tile. For a fixed of dwelling
house administrative center developed-ins, a profile that cradles your wrists can trade how your day feels. For a
wall of integrated shelving, the top the front edge makes books, art, and kinfolk portraits read as one story. The
grain, the bit, the go, the sandpaper, the painter’s brush, all of them meet at that narrow line. Choose it with the

comparable focus you give to layout and end, and it may quietly lift the total room.



