The Parts That Matter When Hail Hits

Hail resistance starts with the glass, but it does not end there.
A standard double-pane window can handle light weather, but Texas storms are not always light.
The next thing to inspect is the glass construction.

Impact-rated windows often use laminated glass, stronger interlayers, or multiple layers designed to stay intact

after a strike.
A thicker pane may resist more abuse, but the whole product still has to be tested as a system.
Even strong glass can fail early if the sash flexes too much or the frame does not hold the unit square.

Fiberglass frames often stay straighter under heat and can support larger, heavier glass packages more

effectively.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Standard Windows Vs Impact Rated Windows In Hail Country

Homeowners often hear "hail resistant" and "impact resistant” used interchangeably, yet the two terms are not

identical.

For Texas homeowners, impact ratings can be useful because they tell you the window has passed a higher bar

than ordinary glass.

They may use laminated glass or reinforced designs that reduce the chance of immediate failure during

hailstorms.
A few features are worth asking about when comparing products:

® |aminated glass or impact glass layers

¢ Reinforced frame and sash design

e Testing standards from the manufacturer

* |nstallation methods that keep the frame square and secure

* Warranty language that clearly covers glass and hardware, not just the frame

Good products come with data sheets and clear installation requirements, not just sales language.

How A Good Window Can Still Fail In A Storm

In storm work, the frame-to-wall connection can matter as much as the glass itself.
If the sash does not close cleanly or the frame has started to rack, hail can finish the job that settlement started.
Sometimes the glass is blamed for hail damage when the real issue is age, movement, or failed installation detail.

That work does not make glass invincible, but it gives the unit a much better chance of surviving the kind of hail

common in Texas storms.

That is where a knowledgeable window replacement specialist earns their keep.



Practical Buying Tips For Hail Exposure In Texas

A more expensive product may be stronger, but the right choice depends on storm exposure, budget, and the

rest of the home envelope.

If a patio door or large picture window takes direct hits, that opening deserves a closer look than a small side

window tucked under a porch.

Low-E coatings, the right U-factor and SHGC ratings, and a solid frame can help you get both durability and

efficiency.

The best products are the ones that hold up in hail, manage heat gain, and still open, close, and lock without

drama.
Ask these questions before you buy:

® |s the glass laminated or impact rated?

* What testing standard does the product meet?

* How does the frame handle heat and movement in Texas?

* What part of the warranty covers hail-related breakage, if any?

* Will the installation team inspect the opening for hidden damage before setting the new unit?

For many homeowners, the right Flower Mound TX window installation answer is a combination of laminated or

impact-rated glass, a stable frame material, and careful installation.
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