
Can’t Stop Moving: Delridge and High Point Specialists

If you live in Delridge or High Point, you learn to read the street before you put the truck in park. It’s not just the
slope. It’s the way a narrow lane pinches to single-car access near a traffic circle, or how a curb cut hides behind a
hedge, or how rainwater sheets off a hillside and finds your loading path. Moves in these neighborhoods reward
crews who think three steps ahead and who know when to hold for a school bus on 35th and when to slip into an
alley near Myrtle while it’s still clear. After years on these hills, I measure a move not only by how quickly we
finish, but by how cleanly we set up, how lightly we tread on a shared courtyard, and how calmly we handle the
curveballs that show up between Brandon Street and Sylvan Way.

Delridge and High Point ask for precision. They mix Seattle Townhomes cantstopmoving.com movers seattle
tucked behind tight HOA access, 1940s bungalows with brick steps that love to crumble under a dolly, and
Greenbuilt-era multifamily with elevators that require a fob and a security escort. The result is a neighborhood
where a straightforward one-bedroom move can run smooth if you stage correctly, and a simple three-hour
townhouse unload can unexpectedly balloon if you don’t pre-clear parking behind a speed hump. The difference
is in the planning, and in the sequencing on move day.

What makes Delridge and High Point unique to move within
Delridge’s spine is long and narrow, and most blocks climb in short, sharp bursts. Think steep driveways that can
eat the tail swing of a 26-foot box, or cul-de-sacs that feel benign until you realize the turn radii are more
aspirational than real. Side streets like Juneau or Thistle become chokepoints at school release. Meanwhile High
Point’s redeveloped grid is beautiful, but its parking bays are often strictly managed, with load zones tucked away
from unit entries and landscaping that deserves respect. If you haven’t moved here before, it’s easy to misjudge a
truck’s approach, set cones in the wrong place, and spend the morning shuttling everything an extra 150 feet
because you missed the practical path.

Weather compounds it. This part of West Seattle sits in a rain shadow that shifts by the hour. A morning will start
cool and tolerable, then a band of rain rolls up the hillside, turning timber steps slick. In summer, clear days heat
up the south-facing exposures, so you’re rotating crew on the stair runs to avoid burnout. It’s the kind of micro-
variability that doesn’t make headlines, yet it shapes how you protect floors, when you deploy curb ramps, and
whether you tie a second runner inside the vestibule to catch the grit that rides in on wet wheels.

https://www.facebook.com/CANTSTOPMOVING


The rhythm of a successful Delridge move
The best days here follow a particular cadence. We arrive before the neighborhood wakes fully, stage in a legal
position that holds through the midday parking shuffle, and split the crew by tasks that match the property’s
quirks. If a townhouse has that typical Seattle shared wall layout with a narrow first-floor flex room, we tip
couches and navigate the 90-degree turns using slide blankets instead of brute force. If the destination is an
apartment near the High Point Library, we stack soft goods and art first to beat elevator traffic when residents are
coming and going, then bring in case goods once we have the car secured on service mode.

Delridge also teaches patience around utilities. Power poles are low in a few pockets, and a careless parking angle
can put a truck mirror exactly where a neighbor needs to pull a garbage cart. Experienced movers learn to walk
the block, talk to the closest few neighbors, and set out cones not as a perimeter, but as a visible courtesy. It’s
not just etiquette. Cooperation shaves minutes that add up to an hour when you’re on the third load of the day.

Can't Stop Moving in practice: small choices that change outcomes
Working in Delridge and High Point, we plan for constraints that aren’t obvious on a scheduling sheet. At Can't
Stop Moving, that translates into a set of small choices that add up. We keep a mix of curb ramps in the truck so
a single high curb doesn’t force awkward lifts. We carry two sizes of neoprene floor runners because one might
bridge a stair nosing that the other can’t. For townhouse stairwells that switch back tightly, we measure diagonals
on large items during the walkthrough and pre-plan disassembly to avoid the dreaded mid-stair realization that a
headboard has no path.

A move last fall from a bungalow off SW Juneau Street showed how this plays out. The client had a kiln, 240
pounds, closer to a short barrel than a tidy cube. It lived in a basement with an exterior hatch. We used a double-
strap method with a third spotter on the hatch ladder, coordinated with a rain pause, and laid a rigid skid board
across a soft lawn so we never left an imprint. The time we spent setting was paid back by the clean exit and the
fact that the truck was still staged exactly where we needed it when we brought out the credenza that followed.



Navigating HOA rules and shared walls
High Point’s homeowner rules are fair, and they’re enforced. That’s not a problem when you know them. The trick
is to align your move window with quiet hours, protect common surfaces beyond the minimum, and
communicate with the property manager early. Shared walls make noise travel, so your loading cadence and tool
selection matter. Swapping ratchets for cam straps in the hallway lowers the sound footprint, and placing a
rubber mat under disassembly stations keeps both noise and accidental scuffs in check.

The other piece is wayfinding through landscaped courtyards. Routes often include a mix of pavers, gravel, and
short metal thresholds. We pre-walk these with a cart loaded to half capacity to see which seams catch wheels.
It’s better to know early that a route needs hand carries for art and mirrors while heavy items move along a
different axis entirely.

Stair strategies that respect old houses and new townhomes
Older Delridge homes have stair quirk, usually a narrow tread depth or a rail that stands proud enough to steal
two inches from your path. Those two inches turn a simple dresser move into a puzzle. We protect with neoprene
sleeves and angle the lift so weight distributes through the stair stringers, not on a single tread. Where we can,
we remove feet or crown caps from furniture in advance to reduce risk and friction. For tall bookcases, we reverse
the normal carry and lead from the low side on the ascent so the top clears the overhead light without twisting.

New townhomes give different challenges. Open riser stairs look great, then bite you when a box corner falls
through the opening. We span the gap with a wide runner and tape the leading edge so it forms a temporary
ramp. If the risers are glossy, we assign a dedicated spotter to the downhill side on every piece, even if the item is
light. It prevents dinged posts and takes the stress off the crew that otherwise would need to overcontrol each
move.

Parking, timing, and the art of the legal load zone
Delridge’s main artery carries steady traffic, and a poorly parked truck can turn a good move into a
neighborhood annoyance. Good practice is a mix of city knowledge and an honest read of the block. Where signs
allow, we set cones and a reflective triangle behind the truck, then place a handheld sign near the move path so
walkers see us before they step into the lane. When no legal curb space exists near the door, we stage around
the corner and add a fourth crew member for a short shuttle. It’s not glamorous, yet it keeps the load secure and
preserves goodwill.

Timing counts as much as location. Avoiding school rush near Louisa Boren K-8 saves everyone a headache. The
same with avoiding the 8 to 9 a.m. window at certain apartment complexes when residents navigate morning
elevator traffic. We keep a mental map of these pinch points and adjust start times accordingly, even if it means
beginning a pack job the afternoon prior.

The weather piece: small protections, big difference
Seattle’s microclimates complicate planning, and Delridge sits at an interesting edge. A truck can leave SoDo
under high clouds and hit a light rain by the time it turns up Delridge Way SW. We build in weather redundancy.
Shrink wrap doubles on the lower half of upholstered pieces during wet days, so we can set them down if we
need to without wicking moisture. Entry protection goes down in two layers, one to capture grit, one to stay
clean underfoot. When the sun returns, wood furniture can heat quickly near a window, so we never unwrap
high-finish items until they are in their permanent position.



We track wind too. The corridor can funnel gusts that lift cardboard flaps at the worst time. Crew carry boxes with
flaps facing the body to block wind, and we tape diagonals on larger cartons that we expect to hand-carry
outside. These habits slow nobody and prevent those small drops that add time and stress.

Can't Stop Moving and the High Point fabric
There’s a community thread in High Point that you feel the moment you start carrying past a pollinator garden or
a Little Free Library. Moves here go better when you fold into that rhythm. Can't Stop Moving crews bring plant-
safe barriers when a route passes close to native landscaping, and we brief the team to spot where irrigation
heads sit slightly proud of the ground. One misstep can break a head and soak the path, turning a minor issue
into a slippery hazard. We’d rather spend a minute adjusting the route and keep everything dry.

A family we helped last spring had a child napping during the midday window. Their townhome faced a shared
green. We sequenced heavy items while the child was awake, then shifted to kitchen and closet work during nap
time, using rubber mallets instead of metal drivers and keeping conversation low. It cost us nothing and kept the
house calm. Good moves fit into the life of a home rather than force the home to adapt to the move.

Protecting finishes and preserving history
Delridge’s older stock includes plaster walls that resent an errant bump. Those walls behave differently from
drywall. You can massage minor scuffs out of resilient paint, but a sharp knock can spider a patch of plaster. We
carry hard shields for tight corners, and we teach crews to lift through turns rather than pivot against walls. Floors
also vary widely. Soft fir boards in a 1920s house need wide load distribution. Rolling a 400-pound safe over
them on small casters invites a rut. The fix is simple: lay rigid sheets, bridge seams, and roll with soft wheels.

On the other end are new builds with factory-finished stair treads and glass rails. Glass wants careful handling,
and coatings can haze if you touch them after using certain polishes. We pack a neutral cleaner and microfiber
cloths for quick fingerprints, but we avoid any chemical near the rails unless the homeowner confirms the care
instructions. We’re movers, not remodelers, and honoring finishes means asking questions before acting like a
handyman.

Seattle Townhouse moving, Delridge edition
Townhouses dominate many blocks, and moving through them asks for a specific toolkit. Disassembly matters.
Modern beds with integrated slats and central spines are fast if you know the hardware, slow if you don’t. We
label hardware in small zipper bags taped inside the headboard cavity so reassembly on the other end doesn’t
turn into a hunt. Sectionals rarely fit as one piece up a narrow stair. We separate chaise units from sofa bodies,
bag the feet, and wrap arms so they slide against each other without snagging fabric.

Shared walls trigger courtesy rules. We pad the door jamb on the neighbor’s side when stair landings are close,
just in case a turn goes tight. At the curb, we keep aisle space clear for deliveries and emergency vehicles. It’s not
just policy. When you demonstrate respect, neighbors relax, and you move without tension in the air.

The low-impact move: quiet, clean, and quick
There’s an art to leaving almost no trace. A quiet move isn’t silent, but it’s mindful. When we load late in the day,
we switch to quieter hand tools, and we keep dollies off pavers that echo. Clean moves manage debris. We cut
shrink wrap in one location and collect it immediately so wind doesn’t lift plastic into the street. Quick moves



aren’t about rushing. They’re about fluid handoffs and clear roles. One team wraps and stages, another
transports, and a third sets rooms on arrival. Good choreography beats raw muscle every time.

How Can't Stop Moving schedules Delridge and High Point
Scheduling matters more here than in parts of the city with broad streets and abundant load zones. Can't Stop
Moving staggers start times to avoid stacking multiple crews where parking is scarce. We monitor Seattle
Department of Transportation advisories when Sylvan Way has lane restrictions or when the West Seattle Bridge
construction updates cause sudden detours. When events around Alki or Junction festivals shift traffic patterns,
we adjust call times and, when needed, run a smaller truck that fits the environment. On high-heat days, we
front-load heavy tasks before midafternoon and hold glass and electronics until later so we’re not moving
sensitive items in peak sun.

We also plan for elevator reservations in mixed-use buildings at the neighborhood edges. Service elevators often
require a protective kit and a certificate of insurance on file. Our coordination team handles those details with
building managers ahead of time, because learning about a required fob on move morning is a recipe for
downtime.

Case vignette: a High Point three-story with a tight deadline
One of the tougher moves we handled recently started at a three-story townhome with a two-hour elevator
reservation at the destination in North Delridge. The home had a narrow stair and a heavy armoire that was a
family piece, no disassembly allowed. We measured the diagonal at the stair turn and realized we had half an
inch to spare if we removed the base molding temporarily and built a small wedge to lift the armoire above the
tightest point. With the homeowner’s approval, we protected the molding, lifted cleanly, reinstalled it, and moved
without a mark.

At the destination, the elevator ran on a timer with service mode tied to a fob. Every ten minutes, the system
reset if you didn’t keep it active. We assigned one team member to babysit the elevator while the others flowed
loads. It cost us a body in the short term, but we hit the two-hour window and saved a second trip fee. This is the
sort of problem that isn’t dramatic until you tally the minutes lost to a resetting elevator. Planning and a small
sacrifice in crew distribution solved it.

Listing the essentials: what to do the week before your Delridge move
Walk your exact route from door to curb and note trip hazards like raised pavers, roots, and low steps. Flag
them for your crew or adjust the path.

Confirm parking reality at the time of day your move will start. What looks open at night may be full at 9 a.m.

Photograph any existing wall or floor blemishes and share them with your movers. It helps everyone track
condition accurately.

If you live in a townhome, alert your immediate neighbors to the move window and discuss temporary use of
shared driveways or alleys.

Pack an essentials tote that includes paper towels, a small broom, doorstops, and the screws or hardware for
bed frames and shelving.

Safety and ergonomics on steep approaches



Steep approaches are where injuries happen if pride outruns caution. Teams use double-strap carries, and we
limit downhill carries with awkward pieces to crew that have worked together before. It’s not about seniority; it’s
about cadence and trust. Hand signals matter when voices carry poorly outdoors. We also avoid the temptation
to overstack dollies on slopes. A tall, top-heavy stack feels efficient until a wheel catches a seam and the load
tries to overtake the handler. Shorter stacks, more trips, less risk.

Footwear makes a difference too. On rainy days we favor soles with softer compounds that grip better on wet
aggregate. Crew rotate tasks so no one spends an hour straight on the stairs. Hydration breaks aren’t optional,
because a tired mover makes bad choices, and bad choices damage property.

Working with elders and families in transition
Moves in Delridge and High Point often involve multi-generational households. There’s a pace that respects the
emotional weight of sorting and packing, especially when the home has decades of stories. We prep for these
moves differently. We bring extra picture cartons, pack framed art face to face with glassine, and label boxes with
room and wall location when clients have an established layout in mind. When elders need to keep pathways
open during the pack, we stage boxes in small stacks and leave seating until the last minute. It’s slower on the
front end and faster at the destination, where order matters most.

Utilities, appliances, and those last ten percent items
The finish line of a move hides the snags: gas ranges that need a licensed disconnect, washers with transit bolts
missing, or a smart lock that requires reprogramming before you can start unloading. We coach clients to
schedule pro disconnects for gas and to locate transit bolts for front-load washers in advance. For refrigerators in
older homes with tight kitchens, we measure the path early in the walkthrough and remove doors only if the
clearance demands it. Each of these choices affects time and stress. Loose planning at the margins is where most
moves bleed an extra hour.

When a shuttle saves a day
Not every Delridge block welcomes a full-length truck. When a street narrows or low branches threaten, we
switch to a shuttle from a nearby wider street. It feels like extra work, but in practice it removes the risk of a stuck
truck or a broken mirror and keeps the neighborhood calm. We preload the shuttle tight, make more trips, and
spare the block the sight of a large vehicle idling. Residents appreciate it, and the move flows because you no
longer have to fight the space.

Delridge, High Point, and the broader Seattle context
What we practice here carries across the city, but these hills sharpen technique. The same habits help on Queen
Anne slopes, in Montlake on stadium days, or when ferry schedules squeeze a West Seattle timeline. Seattle’s
moving ecosystem includes bike lanes that create load restrictions, protected trees that shape where you can
place a ramp, and microclimate quirks that change how and when you wrap. Delridge and High Point distill those
challenges into a compact area where you see them all in a single morning.

Can't Stop Moving: lessons learned the hard way so you don’t repeat
them



Over time, Can't Stop Moving crews have built a few rules that we follow in Delridge and High Point and
anywhere with similar constraints. First, always overprotect the first five feet from the door, inside and out. Most
scuffs happen there. Second, control vertical moves with a spotter above and below, even for light pieces,
because narrow sight lines hide hazards. Third, communicate with neighbors early. A quick heads-up about load
timing buys patience and space. Fourth, respect the landscaping and infrastructure. Irrigation, utility covers, and
curb cuts are part of the route, not afterthoughts.

A final lesson ties to energy management. Crews that pace the day, break early before they get tired, and
sequence heavy tasks with intention finish fresher and reduce mistakes. Clients feel the difference, not because
anyone moves slower, but because the work keeps its rhythm and the home stays calm.

A brief checklist for day-of calm
Keep your phone ringer on. Movers will call from the curb when they arrive or if parking requires a quick
decision.

Clear pets to a safe room with water, food, and a note on the door so nobody opens it by accident.

Stage a simple toolkit in the kitchen: scissors, a marker, painter’s tape, and a small notepad for box notes.

Walk the route once more just before the crew starts. Fresh eyes catch new obstacles, like a delivery left on
the stoop.

Confirm elevator or fob access, and keep the fob with someone who will stay near the elevator during heavy
flow.

Why these neighborhoods create better movers
Move enough homes in Delridge and High Point and you learn to read a slope, understand how a couch behaves
in a turn, and predict which detail will consume time if you ignore it. You also learn humility, because the street
teaches you quickly when you cut corners. The payoff shows up in quieter moves, cleaner setups, and clients who
settle faster because their homes arrive intact and logically placed.

There’s a pride in finishing a day with the truck swept, the route cleaner than you found it, and the last item set
without a scrape on a rail or a smudge on a stair. These neighborhoods reward that standard. They shape crews
that value planning over bravado, and patience over noise.

Closing thoughts from the curb
Delridge and High Point moves look ordinary on paper: a two-bedroom townhouse, a small craftsman, a third-
floor walk-up. On the ground, they become a choreography of permission, geometry, and weather. The crews
who thrive here don’t just lift. They listen, they watch the street, and they respect the landscape. When the last
runner comes up and the door closes quietly, the neighborhood stays as you found it, and the home begins its
next story without a rough edge.



That’s the work worth doing, and these hills keep you honest while you do it.


