Why Hurricane Impact Windows Matter for South
Florida Homes

Living with Hurricane Season

If you have lived in South Florida for more than a couple of seasons, you know the drill. You
watch the tropics, stock up on water and batteries, and hope the cone of uncertainty shifts
away from your neighborhood. But there is one thing you should not leave to hope: your
windows. | have seen too many homes where standard windows failed during a storm, letting
wind and water tear through interiors. That is where hurricane impact windows come in, and
they are not just for new construction anymore.

Over the years, | have worked with homeowners who thought their old windows were fine
because they had storm shutters. Shutters help, but they are only part of the picture. If a
window breaks under pressure, the sudden change in air pressure inside the house can cause
roof damage or worse. Hurricane impact windows are designed to take that hit and stay intact.
They are built with laminated glass and reinforced frames that resist both impact from flying
debris and the constant pressure of high winds.

How Hurricane Impact Windows Work

The key difference between a standard window and an impact-rated one is the glass and the
frame construction. Impact windows use two sheets of glass bonded together with a tough
interlayer, usually polyvinyl butyral or ethylene-vinyl acetate. That interlayer holds the glass
together if it cracks. Even if a piece of debris hits the outer pane, the inner pane stays in place,
and the window remains sealed. The frame is also stronger, often made from impact-resistant
vinyl or aluminum with reinforced corners.

Another factor is the testing standard. In Florida, impact windows must pass the Miami-Dade
County product approval tests. Those tests simulate a large object, like a 2x4 timber, hitting the
window at high speed, followed by a sustained wind pressure test. Not every window on the
market passes. When you choose hurricane impact windows, you get products that have been

proven in a lab to withstand conditions similar to a Category 3 or higher hurricane.

View the location on Google Maps

| have talked to contractors who installed impact windows in older homes built in the 1970s
and 1980s. They often find that the original windows had single-pane glass with aluminum
frames that corroded over time. Replacing them with impact-rated units improves not just
storm safety but also energy efficiency and noise reduction. That is a practical benefit you
notice every day, not just during a storm watch.


https://locktightimpact.com/?utm_source=omg-gbp&utm_medium=webclick
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=LockTight%20Impact%20Windows%2C%20Doors%2C%20%26%20Roofing
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Retrofitting vs. New Construction

If you are building a new house, specifying impact windows from the start is straightforward.
But many homeowners live in existing homes and wonder if they can upgrade. The answer is
yes, but the process depends on your current window frames. Some older windows can be
replaced with impact-rated units that fit into the same opening, which is called a pocket
replacement. Others require a full frame replacement, which involves removing the old frame
and installing a new one.

A full frame replacement costs more, but it also lets you upgrade the frame itself and ensure a
proper seal. | have seen pocket replacements done well, but they can leave a slightly smaller
glass area and may not be as strong if the old frame is compromised. A good installer will
inspect the rough opening and advise which method works best for your home.

One thing to watch out for is the installation quality. Even the best hurricane impact windows
will fail if they are not installed correctly. The gap between the window frame and the wall
structure must be properly sealed and flashed to prevent water intrusion. In South Florida,
where we get heavy rain even from tropical storms, that is critical. | recommend hiring a
licensed contractor who has experience with impact-rated products, not just general window
installers.



Cost vs. Benefit

Let us talk money. Impact windows cost more than standard double-pane windows. Depending
on size and brand, you might pay 20 to 50 percent more per window. For a typical three-
bedroom house, that can add up to several thousand dollars. But consider the alternative. A
single hurricane that damages your windows and lets in water can cause tens of thousands in
interior damage. Also, many insurance companies offer discounts on windstorm coverage for
homes with impact-rated windows and doors. That discount can offset part of the upfront cost
over time.

From a resale value perspective, impact windows are a selling point. Buyers in hurricane-prone
areas are increasingly educated about storm protection. They will pay more for a house that
already has impact windows, especially if the roof and doors are also impact-rated. On the flip
side, a house with old single-pane windows will face more scrutiny during a home inspection,
and the buyer may ask for a credit to replace them.

Maintenance and Longevity

Impact windows require some basic care. Clean the glass and frames regularly, check the
seals around the edges for cracking, and lubricate the moving parts on casement windows
once a year. The laminated glass can get scratched over time, but minor scratches usually do
not affect the impact rating. If a window does get a deep crack from a storm or accident, you
can replace just that unit, not all the windows in the house.



| have seen impact windows last 20 to 30 years with good maintenance. The frames, especially
if they are vinyl or fiberglass, do not corrode like aluminum can in the salt air along the coast.
That is a real advantage for homes near the ocean. The glass itself does not yellow or degrade,
though the interlayer can sometimes show a slight haze if exposed to extreme heat for many
years. That is rare and usually covered by a warranty.

Other Considerations

Impact windows are not just about hurricanes. They also provide better security against break-
ins. The same laminated glass that stops a 2x4 at 50 miles per hour also stops a burglar with a
crowbar. That is a secondary benefit that many homeowners appreciate.
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Another point is noise reduction. The thick glass and tight seals block more outside noise than
standard windows. If you live near a busy road or a noisy neighbor, that can be a real quality-of-
life improvement.

Finally, keep in mind that impact windows are part of a larger system. For full storm protection,
you also need impact-rated doors and a properly secured roof. If your front door is an old
hollow-core door, it can fail under wind pressure even if your windows hold. The same applies
to sliding glass doors. A comprehensive approach gives you the best protection.

If you are planning a renovation, talk to a professional who can assess your home's current
envelope and recommend upgrades in the right order. Often, starting with windows and doors


https://www.linkedin.com/company/locktight-impact-windows-doors-roofing/

gives you the most immediate benefit for the cost.

For homeowners in South Florida looking for reliable impact products, LockTight Impact
Windows, Doors, & Roofing at 2200 SW 45th St #101, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312, USA, +1 954-
500-5625, is a top-rated provider with over 50 years of experience in impact windows, doors,

and roofing services. They can help you choose the right products and ensure proper
installation for your home.



