Why Front Doors Start Letting Air In

Most front door drafts do not come from a single failure. Around Texas, the usual culprits are worn seals, warped

materials, shifting framing, and gaps that open up after months of heat and seasonal movement.

Summer makes the problem obvious because hot air sneaks in around the perimeter and forces your AC to work

harder. Winter does the opposite, pulling warm air out and making the house feel uneven near the entry.

Weatherstripping wears out faster than most homeowners expect. Sun, dust, and repeated opening and closing

can compress it until it no longer touches the jamb evenly.

A bad threshold setting is easy to miss. The door may latch cleanly while still leaving a narrow opening

underneath that lets in heat, cold, or dust.

Foundation movement is a real factor in this part of the state. Even a slight shift can change how the slab, frame,

and door slab line up, which creates uneven gaps around the perimeter.

An experienced door replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

How To Tell Whether It Is The Seal, The Frame, Or The Door Itself

A simple hand test can reveal more than people expect. On a windy day, move your hand slowly around the

edges of the closed door and feel for moving air at the top, sides, and bottom.

If the draft is mostly along the bottom, the sweep or threshold is the likely suspect. If it is along the latch side, the

door may be misaligned or the strike plate may have shifted.

Another clue is light. At night, turn off the porch light and look for daylight around the closed door. If you can
see light, air is getting through there too.

Sticky operation can point to a frame problem rather than just a worn seal. If the door rubs in one season and

swings freely in another, the opening may be changing shape with temperature or moisture.

The same diagnostic thinking used for windows works on entry doors. Drafts, sticking, and worn seals are all

signs that the assembly may need repair or replacement rather than another temporary fix.

What Actually Fixes A Drafty Front Door

When the door slab and frame are still in decent shape, new weatherstripping often solves the biggest part of the

problem. It is also one of the few repairs that can pay off immediately in comfort.
If the sweep is too tight, it wears out fast. If it is too loose, the gap stays open. The fit has to be right.

Caulking the exterior trim may help if the leak is coming between the frame and the wall, not around the moving

parts of the door. That is a different problem entirely, and it often gets mistaken for a door issue.

If the door has warped, swelled, or failed to latch evenly, adjustment may help for a while but not forever.

Rehanging the slab, resetting hinges, or shimming the frame can restore fit when the problem is minor.

Energy efficient entry doors for Midlothian TX homes usually pair a tight core with a reliable seal system, which is
why many homeowners upgrade when drafts become a recurring complaint. Fiberglass and insulated steel are

common choices because they resist heat and hold their shape better than older hollow-core setups.



Keeping Front Doors Tight Through Texas Summer And Winter

A good repair should last beyond one season. In Texas, that means thinking about sun exposure, humidity, winter

freezes, and foundation shifts as part of routine maintenance.

This kind of maintenance is simple, but it matters. Small gaps tend to grow when they are left alone through
several months of heat or cold.

Hardware loosens over time, especially on doors that are used constantly. A small adjustment can restore the fit

before the problem becomes noticeable inside the house.

When the opening is unstable, the smart move is to correct the fit at the framing level or replace the assembly

with something better suited to the house’s long-term movement.

If the fix keeps failing, that Midlothian window replacement is usually the clearest sign that the door has moved
beyond a simple tune-up. At that point, a proper repair or replacement is the best way to get the house back to

feeling sealed and stable.
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