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Driving License Services in Poland: A Comprehensive Guide for
Residents and Expats
Browsing administrative procedures in a foreign nation can typically feel like a challenging task, and getting or
exchanging a driving license is no exception. In Poland, the system is structured, extremely managed, and
digitized to a big degree, making it relatively uncomplicated once the requirements are clearly understood.

Whether a person is a Polish person looking for their first license, an EU national looking to register their home
nation's permit, or a third-country expat requiring to exchange a foreign license for a Polish one, comprehending
the procedure is important. This extensive guide outlines everything one requires to understand about driving
license services in Poland.

1. Kinds Of Driving License Services in Poland
Poland's community workplaces ( Urząd Miasta), district workplaces ( Starostwo Powiatowe), and district borough
workplaces ( Urząd Dzielnicy in larger cities like Warsaw) deal with all driving license matters. The main services
offered consist of:

Issuing a First-Time License: For individuals passing their state theoretical and practical exams.

Exchanging a Foreign License: Converting EU and non-EU licenses into Polish equivalents.

Renewing Expired Licenses: Replacing old paper or plastic cards, particularly those with administrative
credibility limits or expired medical certificates.

Updating a License: Adding new classifications (e.g., including a motorcycle category A to an existing vehicle
license B).

Changing a Lost, Stolen, or Damaged License: Issuing a replicate file.

2. General Requirements and Documentation
No matter the particular service needed, candidates communicating with Polish driving license authorities should
usually provide a basic set of documents.

Requirement Documentation Checklist

1. Application Form: Available online or directly at the regional office.

2. Identity Document: A legitimate passport or Polish ID card ( Dowód Osobisty).

3. Proof of Legal Residence: A residence card ( Karta Pobytu), visa, or registration certificate for EU citizens,
proving residency in Poland for at least 185 days annually.

4. Picture: One current, color photograph (35 mm x 45 mm) conference specific biometric requirements.

5. Medical Certificate: Issued by an authorized occupational medicine medical professional, validating physical
and psychological fitness to drive.

6. Confirmation of Payment: Receipt of the administrative cost paid to the regional office.

3. Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Poland



Among the most common queries among expats in Poland focuses on whether and when they need to exchange
their foreign license for a Polish one.

EU/EEA License Holders

Holders of a driving license provided by an EU or EEA member state are not lawfully required to exchange their
license kartaxpresspoland.com for a Polish one. They may drive in Poland until their present license expires.
Nevertheless, they can willingly exchange it for a Polish file if they want.

Non-EU (Third-Country) License Holders

If a driver holds a license released by a non-EU country (e.g., the USA, India, Ukraine, UK post-Brexit), the rules are
stricter:

Drivers may utilize their foreign license along with an International Driving Permit (IDP) for up to 185 days
from the date of developing residency in Poland.

After 185 days, to continue driving legally, the license needs to be exchanged for a Polish driving license.

Crucial Note: Depending on the nation that issued the initial license, exchanging a non-EU license might need
passing the Polish theoretical driving test. Countries that are signatories to the 1968 Vienna Convention on Road
Traffic usually permit a direct exchange without testing, though a certified translation of the license is always
needed.

License Origin Mandatory Exchange Required? Checking Required? Validity for Driving in Poland EU/ EEA No
(Optional) No Legitimate till expiration date Vienna Convention Signatories Yes (after 185 days) Usually No 185
days on foreign license Non-Vienna Convention Countries Yes (after 185 days) Yes (Theory Exam) 185 days on
foreign license

4. Step-by-Step Guide to Exchanging a License
For those required to exchange their non-EU license, the process normally follows these steps:

1. Obtain a Certified Translation: If the foreign license is not in Polish, it should be translated by a sworn
translator ( tłumacz przysięgły) signed up in Poland.

2. Get a Medical Checkup: Visit a licensed physician for a driving physical fitness assessment. The basic
expense is roughly 200 PLN.

3. Gather Additional Paperwork: Collect your passport, house permit, and current driving license.

4. Send the Application: Visit the regional Urząd (office) corresponding to your home. Send all files and pay
the administrative costs.

5. Wait on Processing: The workplace confirms the authenticity of the foreign license with the providing
country's authorities. This can take anywhere from a few weeks to a couple of months.

6. Collect the License: Once ready, the brand-new Polish driving license can be gotten personally or tracked
online by means of the official federal government website ( obywatel.gov.pl).

5. Costs and Fees
Administrative fees for driving license services in Poland are standardized at the national level, though small
processing costs might periodically use depending upon the municipality.

Issuance of a Driving License Document: 100 PLN

https://kartaxpresspoland.com/


Registration/Processing Fee: 0.50 PLN (sometimes gathered individually)

Medical Examination: ~ 200 PLN (regulated charge)

Sworn Translation of Foreign License: Varies by translator, normally 50-- 150 PLN per page.

6. Tips for a Smooth Process
Browsing Polish administration can be streamlined by keeping a few practical tips in mind:

Language Barrier: While larger cities (Warsaw, Kraków, Wrocław) often have English-speaking staff or
devoted worldwide desks, smaller sized towns might need you to bring a Polish-speaking good friend or
translator.

Appointments ( Rezerwacja Wizyty): Most municipal workplaces enable or need scheduling a visit online
beforehand. Doing so saves hours of waiting in queues.

Digital Tracking: You can check the status of your driving license production online through the Polska
Kierowca or Obywatel.gov.pl websites using your Profile Zaufany (Trusted Profile).

Driving license services in Poland are efficient, transparent, and lawfully robust. While the documentation and
waiting durations-- especially for third-country license exchanges-- need a little persistence, preparing the
needed medical certificates, translations, and recognition documents beforehand guarantees a seamless
experience. By sticking to Polish timelines and guidelines, drivers can secure their documentation and browse
Poland's roads legally and with self-confidence.


