
Start With The Door Type And The Rough Opening
A good door measurement starts with figuring out whether you are replacing a slab, a prehung unit, or both.

A slab is just the door itself. A prehung door includes the slab, frame, and threshold as one unit.

Before you order anything, look at how the old door opens and closes, because those signs often tell you more
than a tape measure does.

This is why experienced installers do not stop at width and height alone.

How To Take The Key Measurements Correctly
For a prehung door, measure the rough opening, not the old door panel.

Measure width at the top, middle, and bottom of the opening.

That detail matters because the new frame has to match the wall thickness, or the casing will not sit correctly.

A worn sill can make the bottom of the door appear to be the wrong size when the real problem is a sagging or
rotted base.

An experienced door replacement company can confirm the measurements before you place an order.

Measure For A Prehung Door

The goal is not a snug press fit, it is a square, plumb installation with enough clearance for adjustments.

That is common in homes with settling or previous repairs, and it often explains why a door has been rubbing on
one side for years.

Measure For A Slab Replacement

If you are keeping the existing frame, the old door slab has to match the frame nearly exactly.

This is also the moment to look at the edge reveal, meaning the gap around the door when it is closed.

What Dallas Homes Tend To Complicate
That is one reason homeowners sometimes think they need a bigger or smaller door when the real issue is frame
movement or expansion.

You can get the numbers right and still end up with a bad fit if the opening itself has shifted.

If the old unit leaked air or water, the problem may be in the sill pan or flashing, not just the door size.

Homes in Dallas suburbs with HOAs may also require approval for a style or finish change, even when the size is
correct.

For historic homes or older properties in designated districts, measurement should be paired with preservation
rules and trim details.

Before You Order, Double-Check The Details



The final check is simple, but it saves a Dallas window replacement lot of headaches.

Look at the clearance around the existing frame and decide whether you need new trim, new casing, or a full-
frame replacement.

It also helps to photograph the opening before you order.

A careful measurement can prevent the common problems, like a slab that is too thick, a prehung frame that
does not match the wall, or a threshold that sits too high for the flooring.

The best replacement door is not just the right size on paper.
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