
If you’ve sustained an injury in Lafayette, Louisiana, hiring a competent injury lawyer is essential to protecting your
rights and maximizing your recovery. But with major legal changes coming into effect in 2024 and 2026, how do
you know if the lawyer you’re considering truly understands the new rules? Simply relying on flashy billboards or
top Google positions is not enough.

In this guide, we’ll walk you through the key legal updates—like the Louisiana two-year prescription change, the
51% fault bar, and the new medical expenses rule—and share practical tips for vetting Lafayette injury lawyers,
including firms like Brandt & Sherman, LLP, Broussard, David & Moroux, and Laborde Earles Injury
Lawyers. Plus, we’ll show you how to use Google Search and local map results effectively to find a lawyer who is
truly prepared for 2026.

Why the 2024-2026 Changes Matter to Louisiana Injury Claims
Louisiana’s personal injury law is undergoing significant updates soon, impacting deadlines, fault allocation, and
the way medical expenses are calculated in lawsuits. Being unaware of these changes can mean losing your case or
receiving less compensation than you deserve. Here are the must-know updates:

The Two-Year Prescription Change (Effective July 1, 2024): The time to file a personal injury claim in
Louisiana has been shortened from three years to two years. Since prescription periods run from the date of
injury, this change means you must act faster to protect your claim.

The 51% Fault Bar (Effective January 1, 2026): Under current Louisiana law, a plaintiff who is at fault more
than 50% for the accident can still recover damages. Starting in 2026, if you are 51% or more at fault, you will
be barred from recovering any damages.

Paid vs. Billed Medical Expenses Rule (Effective January 1, 2026): For suits filed on or after this date,
Louisiana will look at the paid medical expenses—not billed or charged amounts—when calculating damages
related to medical bills. This change can lower the amount that can be recovered if your medical provider bills
have been discounted or partially paid by insurance.

Pro Tip: Ask About 51% Bar, Two-Year Deadline, and Paid Medical Expenses When You
Consult

When meeting any Lafayette injury lawyer, write these questions down and ask clearly:

“How will the 51% fault bar affect my case?” Check if they understand the new fault threshold and how it
could impact your claim.

“Does the two-year prescription period start from the injury date or discovery date?” Lawyers who
confuse or generalize this could put your case at risk.

“How do the new rules on paid medical expenses affect my claim’s value?” This is especially important
if you have insurance or Medicare/Medicaid coverage.

Using Google Search and Local Map Results to Vet Injury Lawyers in
Lafayette
When you google “Lafayette injury lawyer,” you’ll see a variety of results ranging from ads and local map listings to
organic search links. But rankings alone don’t guarantee expertise or currency on the 2026 legal changes. Here is
how to assess them:



Step 1: Look Beyond the Logo and Reviews

Many firms spend big on billboards and shiny logos which can push them up in local map results. While these
firms might be reputable—like Brandt & Sherman, LLP or Laborde Earles Injury Lawyers—don’t let
impressions alone decide your choice. Some smaller or less-advertised firms like Broussard, David & Moroux
might have more focused expertise on the new laws.

Step 2: Check the Firms’ Websites for Recent Content About 2026 Updates

Generic filler websites often mention “maximum compensation” without explaining the actual legal rules. A truly
up-to-date firm will have blog posts, FAQs, or even video explainers about the two-year rule, 51% fault bar, and
medical expense changes.

Step 3: Read Google Reviews for Mentions of Legal Knowledge, Not Just Settlements

If reviews only praise “great settlement” or “quick result” louisiana prescriptive period 3493.1 without mentioning
clear communication or knowledge of law changes, ask yourself if you’re dealing with a firm that’s truly well-
informed.

Step 4: Use the Google Maps “Questions & Answers” Section

On Google local map results, check the Q&A section. Prospective clients often ask about prescription deadlines
and other rules. See how the law firm answers these or if they avoid them.

Key Firms in Lafayette to Consider and What to Look For
Firm Name Known For Does Their Website Address 2026 Rules? Typical Client Feedback Highlights Brandt &
Sherman, LLP Experienced injury litigation, statewide presence Yes — blog posts updated post-2024 on
prescription & fault rules Clear communication; solid trial prep Broussard, David & Moroux Local focus,
personalized handling, strong client advocacy Partially — some materials mention 2024 deadline, fewer on 51%
Responsive; friendly office; some reviewers mention “explained everything” Laborde Earles Injury Lawyers Large
injury firm, known for high-dollar settlements Yes — detailed FAQ on paid medical expenses and fault bar
Professional; knowledgeable; but some complaints about costs

https://www.leaders-in-law.com/the-9-best-personal-injury-attorneys-in-lafayette-la-2026/


Beyond Billboards: How to Vet if Your Lafayette Injury Lawyer Is Ready
for 2026
Billboards and constant TV ads don’t make a lawyer qualified for new laws. Here are practical vetting strategies:

1. Schedule a Consultation. Take notes and write answers down when you ask about prescription periods, the
51% fault bar, and the medical expenses rule. This avoids forgetting critical info.

2. Ask for Examples of Recent Cases. A knowledgeable lawyer can describe how they have applied the new
rules in practice or prepared cases under the updated deadlines.

3. Check Their Continuing Legal Education (CLE) Records. Louisiana requires attorneys to complete CLE
credits. Ask if they've attended seminars or training on these 2024-2026 rule changes.

4. Beware of Fluffy Promises. Anyone promising “maximum compensation” without explaining how the law
limits damages under the 51% bar or paid medical expenses is not providing full transparency.

Common Pitfalls When Calling About Filing Deadlines
One pet peeve is when lawyers or their staff simply say “You have one year to file” without clarifying the injury
date or whether it's three years versus two years under the new law. Prescription periods in Louisiana are very
technical, so always insist on precise explanations. Write down exactly what the lawyer says, especially concerning:

When the two-year clock starts (injury date vs. discovery date)

How the 51% fault bar might affect your eligibility to recover

Whether your medical expenses will be based on billed amounts or what was actually paid

Summary: Know What to Ask and How to Spot “Up-to-Date” Lawyers
in Lafayette
As you use Google Search (top 30 results) and scan local map results for Lafayette injury lawyers, remember:

Don’t rely solely on logos, ads, or sheer review count. Content matters.

Ask precise questions about the 51% bar, two-year deadline, and paid medical expenses. Write down
their answers.



Look for clear, recent content on their websites about the 2024 and 2026 law changes.

Consult with firms like Brandt & Sherman, LLP, Broussard, David & Moroux, and Laborde Earles
Injury Lawyers to compare responses.

Beware of “one year to file” answers without injury date context and generic maximum payout
promises.

By taking these steps, you’ll be well-equipped to select a Lafayette injury lawyer who not only knows the latest
Louisiana law but also can navigate the complexities when your claim is on the line. Remember—always write
answers down during your consults to avoid confusion later.


