Understanding Radon Hillsboro MO: A Guide for
Homeowners

If you live in Hillsboro, Missouri, you might not think much about what is happening under your
home. But the ground beneath your foundation can release a gas that is invisible, odorless, and
potentially dangerous. That gas is radon, and it is a real concern for homeowners in this part of
Jefferson County. Radon comes from the natural decay of uranium in the soil, and it can seep
into your home through cracks in the foundation, gaps around pipes, or even through the slab
itself. Over time, breathing in high levels of radon gas can increase your risk of lung cancer. The
good news is that radon is measurable and fixable. With the right approach, you can protect
your family without tearing up your basement or spending a fortune.

When it comes to radon hillsboro mo, the first step is understanding what you are dealing with.
The EPA has set an action level of 4 picocuries per liter of air. If your home tests above that
number, you need to take action. But even levels slightly below that can still pose a health risk
over many years. In Jefferson County, the geology varies quite a bit. Parts of Arnold and Festus
sit on different soil types than High Ridge or Hillsboro. That means radon levels can change
from one neighborhood to the next, and sometimes even from one house to the next. You
cannot assume that because your neighbor tested low, you are in the clear. The only way to
know is to test your own home.

Testing for radon is not complicated, but it does require some care. You can start with a short-
term test, which usually stays in your home for two to seven days. These are inexpensive and
give you a quick snapshot. However, radon levels can fluctuate with the weather, the season,
and how you run your heating and cooling. A short-term test might show a low reading during a
rainy week in spring but miss a spike in the winter when the house is sealed up tight. That is
why many experts recommend a long-term test, which runs for at least 90 days. A long-term
test gives you a more accurate picture of your average exposure. For radon hillsboro mo, a
long-term test is often the better choice because our local climate has clear seasons. If you do
a short-term test, try to do it in the cooler months when your home is closed up and radon

levels tend to be highest.

What the Test Results Mean

Once you have your test results, you can decide what to do next. If your level is below 2 pCi/L,
you are in good shape. Keep testing every couple of years or after any major renovation. If your
level is between 2 and 4 pCi/L, you might consider mitigation even though it is not required.
Some homeowners in Festus and High Ridge have chosen to install systems at these levels for
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peace of mind. If your level is above 4 pCi/L, the EPA says you should fix your home. That is
where radon mitigation comes in.

Radon mitigation is not a one-size-fits-all solution. A professional will start with a thorough
home inspection to figure out how radon is getting in. They look at the foundation, the sump
pump, the crawl space, and the construction of the slab. In many homes, the most effective
method is sub-slab depressurization. This involves drilling a small hole through the basement
floor, pulling radon from beneath the slab, and venting it safely above the roof line. A fan
creates a vacuum that continuously draws the gas away before it can enter your living space.
This method works well for most homes in Jefferson County, especially those built on a
concrete slab. For homes with a crawl space, soil suction under a vapor barrier can be a good
alternative. Sealing cracks and gaps in the foundation also helps, but it is rarely enough on its
own. Radon is a gas, and it will find even the smallest opening.

Choosing a Mitigation Professional

Not every contractor knows how to fix radon problems. Mitigation requires specific training and
equipment. In our area, Air Sense Environmental has handled many radon mitigation projects in
Arnold, Festus, High Ridge, and Hillsboro. They understand the local soil conditions and know
what works best here. When you hire a professional, ask about their experience with sub-slab
depressurization and whether they use a manometer to verify that the system is working. A
good installer will also seal visible cracks and test the home again after the system is in place
to confirm the level has dropped. You want a guarantee, not just a promise.

Cost and Practical Considerations

Radon mitigation is an investment, but it is not as expensive as many people think. In Jefferson
County, the cost typically ranges from about $800 to $2,500 depending on the complexity of
the job. A straightforward slab-on-grade home with a simple venting path might be on the
lower end. A house with a complicated crawl space or multiple foundation types could cost
more. Compare that to the potential cost of lung cancer treatment or the stress of living in a
home you worry about. Most homeowners find it a reasonable expense for the safety it
provides.

One thing to keep in mind: Radon mitigation systems are mechanical. They have a fan that runs
continuously, and that fan will need to be replaced eventually. The electrical cost is usually low,
around the same as running a small light bulb. But you should check the manometer once a
month to make sure the fan is still working. If the manometer shows no pressure difference,
the system might have failed. You can also install an alarm that alerts you if the fan stops. Just
like a smoke detector, it gives you peace of mind.



Living with a Radon System

Once your system is installed, you barely notice it. The fan is usually in the attic or outside, so it
is quiet. The only visible sign might be a small pipe running up the side of your house. The
system does not affect your heating or cooling bills much, because the air it moves comes
from beneath the slab, not from your living space. Over time, you will want to retest every two
years or after any major change to the foundation, like adding an addition or finishing a
basement. Radon levels can change as the soil settles or as the water table shifts.

| have seen homeowners in High Ridge who tested high, installed a system, and then tested
again at zero. They told me they wished they had done it sooner. The process is
straightforward once you decide to act. The hardest part is making that first call. But the
alternative is living with a known health risk, and that is not a gamble worth taking.

Radon and Real Estate

If you are buying or selling a home in Jefferson County, radon testing is a common part of the
transaction. Many buyers ask for a radon test as a contingency. If the test comes back high,
the seller might agree to install a mitigation system or lower the price. In Hillsboro, having a
system already in place can be a selling point. It shows the home has been cared for and that
the radon issue is already solved. Some buyers even prefer a home with a mitigation system
because they know the radon is being managed.

For sellers, it is smart to test before you list. If your home has a high level, you can address it
ahead of time and avoid last-minute negotiations. If your home has a low level, you can show
the test results to buyers and reassure them. Either way, you are in control. And in a market
where people are paying close attention to indoor air quality, that control matters.

A Final Thought

Radon is a natural part of our environment here in Missouri. The uranium that decays into
radon has been in the ground for millions of years. We cannot change that. But we can change
how we respond to it. Testing is simple, mitigation is effective, and the cost is manageable. For
any homeowner in Arnold, Festus, High Ridge, or Hillsboro, radon should be part of your home
maintenance routine, just like checking your smoke alarm or changing your HVAC filter. You
owe it to your family to know what is in the air they breathe. And if you live in Jefferson County,
start by getting a test. Then, if needed, call a professional who knows the area. It is one of the
smartest things you can do for your home and your health.



