
How to Choose and Use Minnow Lures for Bass
Fishing

Understanding the Appeal of Minnow Lures
Minnow lures are a staple in many anglers’ tackle boxes, and for good reason. They imitate the
natural prey of predatory fish like bass, pike, and walleye. The slender profile, realistic
swimming action, and variety of diving depths make them effective in many situations.
Whether you fish clear reservoirs, stained rivers, or shallow flats, a well-chosen minnow lure
can trigger strikes when other presentations fail.

These lures come in several forms that affect how they behave in the water. Floating minnow
lures sit on the surface at rest and dive only when retrieved. Sinking minnow lures drop slowly
and can be worked at any depth. Suspending minnow lures hang in the water column without
rising or falling, which is deadly when fish are holding at a specific depth. Each type has a time
and place, and understanding the differences helps you match the lure to the conditions.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kv_82B-Ef2w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kv_82B-Ef2w


Types of Minnow Lures by Action and Depth

Floating Minnow Lures

Floating minnows are often the first choice for topwater fishing. They have a built-in buoyancy
that keeps them on the surface when paused. A common technique is to cast them out, let the
ripples settle, then give the rod tip a sharp twitch. The lure darts forward, pauses, and floats
back up. This erratic action mimics a wounded baitfish and can draw explosive surface strikes.
Floating models are effective over weed beds, along shorelines, and in shallow water less than
four feet deep.

Sinking Minnow Lures

Sinking minnows lack buoyancy and descend slowly when not retrieved. They are useful when
fish are holding deeper or when you need to get the lure down quickly. A slow, steady retrieve
keeps them at a consistent depth, while occasional pauses let them sink and rise in a lifelike
manner. Sinking minnows work well in deeper rivers and lakes where fish suspend near
structure like drop-offs or submerged timber.

Suspending Minnow Lures

Suspending minnows are arguably the most versatile. They are weighted so they neither float
nor sink, meaning they stop in the water column when you stop reeling. This lets you hover the
lure right in front of a fish’s face. The ability to pause without the lure rising or falling is a huge
advantage when fish are neutral or following the lure without committing. A common tactic is
to cast, retrieve a few cranks, then pause for several seconds. Often the strike comes during
that pause. Suspending lures are ideal for clear water and pressured fish.

Key Design Features That Affect Performance

Lip Design

The lip, or bill, on a minnow lure determines how deep it dives and how it wobbles. A larger,
wider lip creates more resistance, causing the lure to dive deeper and have a wider wobble. A
smaller lip keeps the lure shallow and gives a tighter, more subtle action. Some lures have a lip
that is angled downward to help deflect off cover like rocks or logs. When fishing over weed
beds, a lure with a shallow lip helps avoid snagging. For deep structure, a long-billed model is
better.



Treble Hooks

Most minnow lures come with treble hooks. The size and sharpness of these hooks matter for
hookup ratios. Larger hooks can hook fish more securely, but they also add weight that can
affect the lure’s action. Many anglers replace factory hooks with premium versions for better
penetration. Check the hook points regularly, especially after catching fish or bouncing the lure
off rocks. Dull hooks lead to missed strikes.

Weight and Balance

The internal weight distribution affects how the lure casts and swims. A well-balanced minnow
lure flies straight and true on the cast and settles into a tight wobble as soon as it hits the



water. Some lures have internal rattles to attract fish in murky water, while others are silent for
clear conditions. The weight also determines how quickly the lure sinks or rises during pauses.
Experimenting with different weights and actions helps you find what the fish want on a given
day.

Techniques for Fishing Minnow Lures
The retrieve speed and rod action can completely change how a minnow lure behaves. A fast,
steady retrieve triggers a tight wobble and can draw reaction strikes from aggressive fish. A
slow, stop-and-go retrieve gives a more injured baitfish presentation. Pausing for two to five
seconds often entices fish that are following but not committing. Vary the cadence until you
see what works.

When fishing around cover, such as fallen trees or docks, cast beyond the target and reel the
lure past it. The natural movement of the lure as it passes the structure often triggers a strike.
In open water, try a sweep retrieve: a long, steady pull followed by a brief pause. This mimics a
fleeing baitfish and can cover a lot of water quickly.

For topwater minnows, the walk-the-dog technique is popular. With a series of rod tip twitches,
you make the lure zigzag on the surface. This action is highly effective in low light or when fish
are feeding on surface bait. Practice this motion until it becomes second nature.

Natural Prey Imitation and Color Selection
Minnow lures imitate a wide range of baitfish species. In many waters, the primary forage
includes shad, chubs, and small bluegills. Choose a lure size that matches the local baitfish. If
the predominant forage is three inches long, a four-inch lure may be too large. Match the hatch
when possible, but also try something different if the fish are picky.



Color selection depends on water clarity and light conditions. In clear water, natural patterns
like silver, pearl, or bone work well. In stained water, brighter colors like chartreuse, firetiger, or
white with a red head stand out better. At night or in deep water, dark colors like black or purple
create a strong silhouette. Having a few go-to colors in your tackle box covers most situations.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
One common mistake is using the wrong retrieve speed for the lure type. A floating minnow
reeled too fast will not dive correctly and may skip on the surface. A sinking minnow retrieved
too slowly may snag on the bottom. Practice with each lure to learn its sweet spot.



Another error is not checking the hook points after every fish. A single dull hook can cause a
lost fish. Also, avoid setting the drag too tight when fishing light line; minnow lures often
require a softer hook set to avoid pulling the hooks free.

Anglers sometimes overlook the value of a pause. When fish are sluggish, a steady retrieve
may not trigger a strike. Letting the lure hang motionless for a few seconds can make all the
difference. The phrase "minnow fishing lures" may sound simple, but the nuances of pause
timing and retrieve speed separate effective presentations from unproductive ones.

Choosing the Right Minnow Lure for the Situation
Before you head out, think about the water you will fish. Shallow, clear water calls for a floating
minnow or a suspending model with natural colors. Deep, stained water favors a deep-diving
sinking minnow with bright colors or rattles. For rivers, a sinking minnow with a tight wobble
works well in current. In lakes, a suspending minnow is often the best choice for fish holding at
a specific depth.

Building a small selection of minnow lures that covers different depths, actions, and colors is
more valuable than owning dozens of similar models. Focus on quality brands known for
consistent action and durable finishes. Japanese bass minnows, for example, are known for
their precise balance and lifelike swimming motion. They are worth considering if you fish
pressured waters where subtlety matters.

https://www.motherbaits.com/


Maintenance and Storage
After each trip, rinse your lures with fresh water to remove salt, dirt, or algae. Check the split
rings and hooks for rust or damage. Store them in a tackle box with compartments to prevent
hooks from tangling. A little care keeps the lures performing well for many seasons.

In summary, minnow lures are a versatile tool that every angler should understand. By learning
the differences between floating, sinking, and suspending models, and by matching the retrieve
to the conditions, you can consistently fool wary fish. The key is to experiment, observe, and
adjust. The phrase "minnow fishing lures" appears once more here to emphasize that these
lures are worth mastering. Whether you are casting to shoreline cover or working a deep point,
the right minnow lure in the right hands is a powerful weapon.


